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HOME OF MILTON BARNEY, THE FIRST HOUSE IN THIS TILLAGE. 



Our forest life was rough and rude, and dangers closed us round; 

But here, amid the green old trees, freedom was sought and found. 
Oft through our dwellings tfintry blasts would rush with shriek and moan; 

We cared not— though they were but frail, we felt they were our own ! 
Oh ! free and manly lives we led, 'mid verdure or 'mid Snow, 
In the days when we were pioneers, fifty-odd years ago . 

W. D. Gallagher. 



HOMER AND ITS PIONEERS 



-*— ^ Rnt> ITS $nh-*~ 



usinessMen of To-Day 



BY WILLIAM A, LANE, M. D-, 

Editor of the Homer Index. 



IIiIiUSFPRftTED. 





P. W. CHASE, PUBLISHER OF INDEX, PRINTER. 

HOMER, MICH.: 

1888. 



i&iU-ilGAN STATE LIBRARY 
LANSING 13 

Entered according to act of Congress in the year 1888, by 

WILLIAM A. LANE, 

In tbe office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington. 






S"?M 



; 



1888. 



eefti,^ 



s-/<^ Z'VLf~>& J : is-&'ro&eJA' . <m> ~\D czsbfv&tst/m '~%<h / io / Hyt' 



rj 






P K E F fi g E, 



*3-^&£)=^ 



The pioneers of Homer are fast passing away. The majority have already 
gone from earth, while the wrinkled face, the silvery , lock*, and the tottering 
step betoken that the minority will ere many years join them in the silent 
city of the dead. That their names and deeds should not be forgotten, or lost 
in the dark shadows of the past, was the incentive of this little work. 

To those who have generously contributed and extended aid in this under- 
taking, the author feels to be under grateful obligations, and especially so to 
Thomas S.Dorsey, MiloD. Hamilton, William J. Gregg, Hon. George H French, 
Charles JL>. Holmes, EliT. Chase, Mrs. Nathan D. Beedon, Edwin W. Blair and 
others for information and services. 

This work is not presented to the reader as a literary production or with the 
idea that it contains a line, sentence or paragraph tending to show literary tal- 
ent or ability. It therefore seems to call for no apology in that direction. That 
the work will be appreciated by those for whose information its contents were 
collected, written and compiled, there is but little doubt, and I can only ask 
that the imperfections which it contains may be overlooked. Errors have crept 
in. "Errors are common," bat no one knows better than an editor or an author 
how errors may occur. 

W. A. L. 

Homer, May, 1888. 
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CHAPTER L 



THE STATE IN" WHICH WJE LIVE. 

Even in this brief sketch of Homer and its settlement, it seems proper that 
dates and a few incidents relative to the settlement of the State and (>ilhoun 
County, of which Homer is a part, as well as a few tables for reference, be 
given. 

With the exception of Illinois, Michigan in point of colonization, is the oldest 
of the inland states, its first settlement even ante-dating that of Georgia. July 
24, 1701, Be la Motte Cadillac with one hundred Frenchmen marched upon the 
border where is now the City of Detroit, and took possession of that point in 
the name of the King of France. Notwithstanding 1701 marks the era of the 
first permanent settlement, it was over a half century prior thereto when the 
first ripple of the incoming tide broke upon the verge of our State. This was in 
1641 when Isaac Jogues and Charles Kaymbault, two Jesuit missionaries, en- 
voys of the King of France, crossed from Canada to the upper Peninsula, and 
preached to an assemblage of two thousand red men of the forest at Sault Ste. 
Marie. These two missionaries are supposed to have been the first white men 
to stand upon the soil of Michigan. They founded a mission among the Chip- 
pew r as. Five years later, October 18, 1646, Jogues was put to death in Canada,, 
by the Mohawks, as a sorcerer. He was 39 years of age, and was born at Or- 
leans, France. These missionaries were followed by Rene Mesnard in 1660 y 
Claude Allouez in 1665 and by Jacques Marquette in 1668. Marquette founded 
the mission at Sault Ste. Marie, and in 1671 built a chapel at Mackinaw. He 
died near the mouth of the Marquette river, May 18, 1675, at the age of 38 years. 
With the coming of the missionaries the fur traders of Canada also made an ap- 
pearance and began to explore and temporarily occupy the territory. The first 
American settler in Michigan is said to have located at Frenchtown on the Elv- 
er Raisin, in 1796. The French authority over the State lasted until Septem- 
ber 8, 1760, when together with Canada, it was surrendered to Great Britain, 
which -surrender was ratified by the treaty, — Paris, February 10, 1763. The 
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English domination lasted until July 1, 1796, when Michigan formally passed 
into the possession of the United States, and became a portion of the Northwest 
Territory. In 1800 the Northwest Territory was divided into two territories, 
the one retaining the name of Northwest Territory, the other receiving the 
name of Indian Territory. The former embracing the eastern half and the lat- 
ter the western half of the State. July 11, 1805, Michigan was constituted a 
separate territory with its present boundaries, Gen. William Hull being ap- 
pointed governor. June 15, 1836, Michigan was admitted into the Union as a 
State, upon condition of acceding to the boundary claims of Ohio, which claims, 
though first rejected, were finally acceded to, and on January 26, 1837, Michi- 
gan was, by act of Congress, formally declared a State. The seat of go ver merit 
was formerly at Detroit, but was removed to Lansing in the spring of 1847. 
The present State Constitution having been in force since November, 1850. 

The population of Michigan in various years from 1810 to 1884 inclusive, is 
given as follows: 



4810, 


4,528; 


1820, 


9,048; 


1830, 


32,531; 


1834, 


87,273; 


1837, 


174,061; 


1840, 


212,267; 


1845, 


206,489; 


1850, 


397,654; 


1854, 


507,527; 


1860, 


749,113; 


1864, 


803,661; 


1870, 


1,184,282; 


1874, 


1,334,031; 


1880, 


1,636,937; 


1884, 


1,853,658. 







Of the State population 1,421,984 are native born and 431,674 foreign born. 
Of the latter the Germans head the .list with 98,872; the Irish second with 
48,230; the English third with 48,000, while aside from the Chinese, the Hun- 
garian born is the lowest on the list in number, being 214. Number of males in 
the Stale of voting age 559,533. Yote for governor in 1886, 380,885. Number 
of school houses, 7,000. Value of school property, $9,770,000. Pupils attending 
school, 402,732. In educational matters in the scale of states, Michigan ranks 
8, still we have over 50,000 persons over 10 years of age who are unable to read, 
and about 70,000 over 10 years of age who can not write. In 1886 Michigan 
contained 138,844 farms consisting of 12,460,688 acres, of which 7,463,514 are 
improved, and 4,997,174 are unimproved. There were 1,627,915 acres of wheat, 
with an estimated yield of 26,649,594 bushels, the acreage for 1887 being 1,653,- 
523, with an estimated yield of 22,815,153 bushels. In 1886 there were & 349,695 
horses, 358,453 milch cows and 392,681 other cattle, 509,290 hogs and 2,128',937 
sheep. There are 559 newspapers and periodicals published in the State. The 
newspapers consist of 464 weeklies, 39 dailies, 9 semi-weeklies, and 1 tri- 
weekly. Politically they are divided as follows: Independent, 187; Republican, 
164; Democratic, 78; Neutral, 24; Prohibition, 11; Greenback, 7; Labor, 6; 
National, 5; Free Trade, 2; Liquor Interest, 2; Knights of Labor, 1. There are 
16 papers printed in German language, 6 in Holland, 3 in French, and one each 
in Polish, Scandinavian and Swede. There are 6 agricultural, 11 medical, 9 
commerce, 18 religious, 9 educational, 8 literary, 3 secret society and 6 mis- 
cellaneous. 



CHAPTER II. 



CALHOUN COUNTY. 

The recognized pioneer of Calhoun County was Sidney Ketchum, who died in 
the City of Marshall several years ago. Ketchum. came from Clinton county, 
New York, in August, 1830, and located on the present sight of the City of 
Marshall. A Mr. Blashfield from Flowerfield, this State, had arrived the June 
previous and secured a pre-emption of certain lands, but after blazing a few 
trees to indicate the boundaries of his estate, returned to Jackson county, and 
soon after made a deal with one Samuel Camp whereby he, Blashfield, realized 
seventy-five dollars and a shot gun for his claims in Marshall. The first regu- 
lar entry of lands in this county was made by Noble McKinstry on the 15th of 
October, 1830. He located some 70 acres covering the water power of Mai shall 
and on the day following Ephraim Harrison located the south half of the 
northeast quarter of section 2, town 3 south of range 4 west, covering the water 
power at Albion. These were the only land entries in the county in 1830, and 
were made the same month in which the land office was opened at Monroe. The 
next deal of importance was in the spring of 1831, when Abram Davidson and 
Jonathan Wood located lands which later contained the original plat of Mar- 
shall village, where the county seat was formally located the following year. 
The first house in the county was of log's, and was erected by a Mr. Fuller, 
three miles west of Marshall city in the fall of 1830, the second building being a 
saw mill erected on Rice creek in the summer of 1831 by George Ketchum, who, 
with several families had come on from New York State. The first brick 
building erected was the old National hotel building at Marshall. The first 
crops grown in this county were in the spring and summer of 1831. They con- 
sisted of corn and potatoes and were the products of lands owned by Dr. Hayes 
and Sidney Alcott. The first orchard in the county was planted in Eckford, by 
Oshea Wilder. The first birth in the county was Helen, daughter of Peter 
Chisholm, in October, 1831. The second, Luther, son of Dr. Andrew L. Hayes, 
in January, 1832. The first death was Isaac N. Hurd, who died in Marshall of 
cholera in July, 1832. Warren Nichols, his wife and three of their eight chil- 
dren and a Mr. Crossett fell victims of the same disease at Athens the same 
summer. The first tavern in the county was opened in Marshall in 1882, and 
the same year Marshall had a postoffice with Geo. Ketchum postmaster. The 
first court of record holding a session in this county was the, Circuit Court of the 
Territory of Michigan, which opened in Marshall, November 8, 1833, Judge El- 
eazer McCamly presiding. The first Judge of Probate was Dr. James P. 
Graves, who was appointed by Governor Porter in 1834. The first school in the 
county was at Marshall and was taught by Miss Eliza Ketchum in the summer 
of 1832 in a small frame building erected for school purposes. In this building 
the first Board of County Supervisors organized August 7, 1834. The first phy- 
sician was Dr. Andrew L. Hayes, who came from New Hampshire in the sum- 
mer or fall of 1831, and located at Marshall. Hayes was accompanied by Rev. 
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John D. Pierce, the first minister. The first marriage in the county was the 
union of Mr. John Kennedy and Miss Louisa Hart, the ceremony taking place 
in Marshall, in ^November, 1832, Kev. John D. Pierce officiating. Kennedy 
came in from New York with Geo. Ketchum in 1831, but at the time of his 
marriage had located and was living on the farm now owned by Hon. Win. 
Cook, in Clarendon. Miss Hart also resided on the same farm at the time of 
her marriage, being a daughter of Henry Hart, who occupied Kennedy's house 
as tenant. Mr. Kennedy died about the year 1845, on the farm now owned by 
Solon Eobinson, in Eckford, and was buried on Cook's Prairie near his early 
home. Mrs. Kennedy died of consumption in the spring or early summer of 
1848 and was buried at Marshall. At the time of her death she was the wife of 
John Tillotson, to whom she was married in the spring of '47. Mr. Tillotson is 
a resident of this village at the present time. Barnes Kennedy, a brother of 
John, still resides two miles west of this village in Clarendon. Barnes came 
into the county from New York in May, 1832, and went to work as a carpenter 
on the grist mill being erected by Geo. Ketchum on Eice creek at Marshall. 
About this time a courier appeared at the little colony with the news that 
Black Hawk and his warriors had doffed the war paint and were about to make 
a raid upon the settlers in Southern Michigan, and would murder men, women 
and children without mercy. A meeting was at once called for the evening of 
the same day on which the startling news was received. In organizing the 
meeting, Isaac E. Crary was chosen chairman and Dr. Andrew L. Hayes secre- 
tary. It was the unanimous sense of the meeting that armed men should be 
sent out to meet the approaching foe. There was no compulsion, but for the 
safety of the lives o| others and especially for the sake of the wives and little 
ones, thirteen brave pioneers, trusting to fate, volunteered to risk their own 
lives in facing Black Hawk and his band of red men of the forest. Among the 
number were Barnes Kennedy, Dr. Hayes, Geo. Ketchum, Reuben White, So- 
lon P. Davis, John Vickery and David Vance. The little command was or- 
.derecl to Prairie Ronde, with a week's rations in their knapsacks, and there to 
remain for further orders. The orders were complied with and after a week's 
stay at Prairie Bonde with no scalps captured, and no prospects of an opportu- 
nity to wage war on Black Hawk, all were discharged and sent home. Of 
these thirteen, volunteers sent out from Marshall in May, 1832, to battle with 
the forces of the great Indian chief, Barnes Kennedy is the only one now living. 
In population Calhoun County ranks seventh among the counties of the State, 
as follows: Wayne, 188,966; Kent, 84,600; Saginaw, 74,795; Bay, 51,221; Len- 
awee, 49,580; Jackson, 45,232; Calhoun, 41,585. Population of Calhoun County 
from 1837 to 1884 inclusive was as follows: 

1837, 7,960; 1840, 10,599; 1845, 15,500; 1850, 19,162; 

1854, 22,517; 1860, 29,560; 1864, 30,770; 1870, 36,571; 

1874, 35,655; 1880, 38,452; 1.884, 41,585. 

The following constitutes a complete list of senators and representatives 
from this County in the State Legislature since its organization in 1835. 

SENATORS. 

1839, James W. Gordon, Marshall; 1839-40, Sands McCamly, Battle Creek; 
1842, Henry Hewett, Marshall; 1843, Edward Bradley, Marshall; 
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1844-45, Abner Pratt, Marshall; 
1848-49, Campbell Waldo, Albion; 
1853, Nathan Pierce, Marengo; 
1855, Erastus Hussey, Battle Creek; • 
1859, Charles T. Gorharn, Marshall; 
1865-7, Victor P. Collier, Battle Creek; 
1871-2-3, Philip H. Emerson, (a) u 
1875-7, Wm. Cook, Homer; 
1883-5, Charles Austin, Battle Creek; 

a, Vice President pro tern 71-2 

REFRESH 

1835-6, Ezra Convis, (a) Battle Creek; 
1837, Ezra Convis, Battle Creek; 

1839, Justus Goodwin, Burlington; 

1840, Henry Cook, Homer; 

1840, Nathan P. Hobart, Athens; 

1841, Michael Spencer, Andover; 
1843, Justus Goodwin, Battle Creek: 

. 1844, James Sheldon, Albion; 

1845, Eli L. Stillson,. Albion; 

1846, John Barbour,. Battle Creek; 

1847, John D. Pierce, Marshall; 

1848, Andrew E. Campbell, B. Creek; 

1848, Hiram Smith, Homer;, 

1849, Orlando Morratt, Battle Creek; 

1850, Erastus Hussey, Battle Creek; 

1851, John L. Balcombe, Marengo: 
1851, Nathan Pierce, (d) Marengo; 
1853, James Winters, Pine Creek; 
1855, Daniel Dunakin, Homer; 
1857, Chester Buckley, Battle Creek; 
1857, James Monroe, Albion; 

1859, Charles Dickey, (f) Marshall; 

1861, William Cook, Homer; 

1862, William Cook, Homer; 

1863, William Cook, Homer; 

1863, Isaac C. Abbott, Pine Creek; 

1864, William Cook, Homer; 

1864, Chester Buckley, Battle Creek; 

1865, Geo. B. McKay, Marshall; 
1865, Wm. H. Biockway, Albion; 
1867, Harvey Randall, Tekonsha; 
.1869, Loomis Hutchinson, Ceresco; 

1870, Loomis Hutchinson, Ceresco; 

1871, George I. Brown, Battle Creek; 

1872, Geo. I. Brown, Battle Creek; 

1873, Solon E. Robinson, Marshall; 



1846-7, Loren Maynard, Marengo; 
1850-1-3, Charles Dickey, Marshall; 
1855, Wm. I-I. Brockway, Albion; 
1857-8, Nathan Pierce, Marengo; 
1861-2-3-4, Geo. H. French, Homer; 
1869-70, John C. Fitzgerald, Marshall; 
1874, Wm. F. Hewitt, (b) Marshall; 
1879-81-2, John Ci Patterson, Marshall; 
1887, Perry Mayo, Marshall. 

b, Vice Emmerson resigned. 
■NTATIVES. 

1837, Sands McCamly, (b) Battle Creek; 

1838, Andrew Dorsey, Homer; 

1839, Geo. C, Gibbs, Marshall; 

1840, Jonathan Hart, Battle Creek: 

1841, Charles Olin,. Marshall; 

1842, Isaac E. Crary, Marshall; 

1843, Sands McCamley, Battle Creek; 

1844, Moses Hail, Albion; 

1845, Dr. Andrew L. Hayes, Marshall; 

1846, Isaac Crary, (c) Marshall; 

1847, Henry W. Taylor, Marshall: * 

1848, John D. Pierce, Marshall; 

1849, Fenner Ferguson, Albion; 

1850, Henry K. Clark, Marshall; 

1850, Nathan Pierce, (.e) Marengo; 

1851, Darius Clark, Marshall; 

1853, Bradley P. Hudson, Marengo; 

1853, John R. Palmer, Albion; 
1855, Talman W. Hall, Battle Creek; 
1857, Asa B. Cook, Marshall; 

1859, James Monroe, Albion; 

1859, Walter W. Woolnough, B. Creek; 

1861, Eden F. Henderson, Battle Creek; 

1862, Eden F. Henderson, Battle Creek; 

1863, Abner Pratt, (g) Marshall; 

1863, Chester Buckley, Battle Creek; 

1864, Isaac C. Abbott, Pine Creek; 

1865, Rodolphus Sanderson, B. Creek; 
1865, Joseph P. Beach, Battle Creek; 
1867, Geo. Wiilard, Battle Creek; 
1867, Martin Haven, Albion; 

1869, John Wagner, East Leroy; 

1870, John Wagner, East Leroy; 

1871, Wm. H. Brockway, Albion; 

1872, Wm. H. Brockway, Albion; 

1873, Rodolphus Sanderson, B. Creek; 
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1874, Rodolphus Sanderson, B. Greek; 

1875, John Houston, Marshall; 
1875, Philo Budlong, Marshall; 
1877, Richard Keeler, Battle Creek; 
1879, James IT. Campbell, Marshall; 
1881-2, James H. Campbell, Marshall; 
1881-2, Charles Austin, Battle Creek; 
1883, Stephen F. Snyder, Marshall; 
1885-7, Alvah D. Eldrecl, Tekonsha; 

a. Speaker, 
c. Speaker, 
f. Speaker Pro tern. 



1874, Solon E. Robinson, Marshall; 

1875, Almon E. Preston, Battle Creek; 
1877, John W. Fletcher, Marshall; 
1877, James Walkinshaw, Marshall; 
1879, Geo. Robertson, Albion; 
1881-2, Geo. Robertson, Albion; 

1883, Newell J. Kelsey, West Leroy; 
1885, Stephen F. Snyder, Marshall, 
1887, Fred F. Hoaglin, Albion; 

b. Vice Ezra Convis, deceased. 

d. Succeeded Calvin Smith , deceased, In '39. 



g. Died at close of session. 

As an agricultural district Calhoun County ranks high among the counties of 
Southern Michigan, and has long been looked upon as one of the best in the 
State. Its yield of wheat in 1887, 1,030,581 bushels, in amount being exceeded 
only by Oakland, with 1,096,741 bushels. Number of farms in the County, 3,- 
610, with an average number of acres each of 103.98, making a total of 377,117 
acres, of which 259,359 are improved, and 117,758 acres are unimproved. In 
1885 there were planted 34,003 acres of corn which produced 2,150,096 bushels 
of ears; 19,563 acres were sown to oats, which yielded 674,489 bushels. The 
County had 11,148 horses, 9,617 milch cows, 10,378 cattle other than milch cows, 
14,824 hogs and 97,987 sheep. 6,259.91 acres in apple orchards, which produced 
42,800 bushels. 

CALHOUN COUNTY PRESS. 



Town. 


Name of Paper. 


Editions. 


Publishing Days. 


Character. 


Publishers. 


Albion, 


Recorder, 


Weekly, 


Saturday, 


Rep. 


Warren & Bissell. 


Albion, 


Mirror, 


Weekly, 


Friday, 


Dem. 


L. W. Cole. 


Athens, 


Times, 


Weekly, 


Saturday, 


Ind. 


Edward Wisner. 


B. Creek, 


Journal , 


D. and W. 


. Wednesday, 


Rep. 


Geo. Willard. 


B. Creek, 


Moon, 


D. and W. 


. Saturday, 


Ind. 


M. Y. Brown. 


B. Creek. 


Call, 


D. and W. 


. Sunday, 


Labor, 


Call Pub. Co. 


B. Creek, 


G.F. Journal, 


, Monthly, 




Agr'al, 


Gray. 


Burlington 


, Echo, 


Weekly, 


Saturday, 


Ind. 


Rand'l&Robins'n. 


Homer, 


Herald, 


Weekly, 


Saturday, 


Rep. 


C. F. Haigh. 


Homer, 


Index, 


Weekly, 


Wednesday, 


Ind. 


P. W. Chase. 


Marshall, 


Chronicle, 


Bally, 




Ind. 


Chronicle Co. 


Marshall, 


Expounder, 


Semi-W. 


Wed. and Sat. 


, Dem. 


Chronicle Co. 


Marshall, 


Statesman, 


Weekly, 


Friday, 


Rep. 


Lewis & Arthur. 


Tekonsha, 


News, 


Weekly, 


Saturday, 


Ind. 


Rand'l & Robins'n. 



In addition to the above, the Review and Herald establishment at Battle 
Creek, an institution of the Seventh Day Adventists, and one of the largest and 
most complete printing and binding establishments in the State, issues regular- 
ly a large number of miscellaneous, papers and periodicals, not only in English, 
but in German and other languages. 



CHAPTER HI. 



HOMER LONG YEARS AGO. 



It is the design of this sketch to give an account of Horner and to record some 
of the more important events of its early history. In doing this it will be im- 
possible to write that which will prove entirely new, for all of it has been told 
over and over again, and much of it has appeared in the local press as well as 
in the various histories of Calhoun County. Erom the organization of Cal- 
houn County up to 1834, the territory of Homer was included in the Township 
of Marshall. In 1834 the Territorial Legislature passed an act creating Homer 
a separate township, including within its borders the present Townships of Al- 
bion, Eckford and Clarendon. The new township was named Homer, in defer- 
ence to the wishes of James Hopkins and others of the early settlers who had 
been residents of Homer, Cortland county, New York. Mr. Hopkins, who first 
suggested the name, was the father of Almond CX Hopkins, at the present time 
a resident of this village and whose portrait appears elsewhere in this work. 
Before proceeding farther it seems proper to give a brief sketch of this region 
upon which nature seems to have lavished so many of her beauties and excel- 
lences. In doing this I shall not confine myself to Homer of today, but will 
speak of it as Homer of years ago when it contained within its domain the 
townships above mentioned, and consisted of a territory twelve miles square. 
It was, in its natural state, one of the finest regions in all Michigan; it had its 
hills and dales covered with beach, maple and oak, which, on a summer's day 
would shade the earth with their green foliage. It had its gentle slopes and 
sunny ridges; its rich plains bringing forth green herbage, and beautiful flowers 
to blossom in spring time; its beautiful lakes and rivers where the Indian 
in his birch canoe could be seen sailing on the bosom of the placid waters. The 
beauty and loveliness of the region alone would have attracted the early settler 
here. But it was not this alone, not alone the grandeur, or beauty of landscape 
that enticed the seekers of homes, in the then far West, to locate in this section, 
but it was the diversity as well as the fertility of the soil. The whole region 
was found to be as various as its surface. The lowlands were found to contain 
the deepest vegetable moulds, which through cultivation would make excellent 
meadows. Its broad acres of beautiful plains, dotted here and there with a 
lonely oak and filling the air with the fragrance of its beautiful flowers, con- 
tained the richest loams, were easy of cultivation and well adapted for the grow- 
ing of vegetables and cereals and especially of Indian corn, while the hills and 
ridges with the same rich loam and a larger admixture of sand and gravel, 
would prove excellent for the successful cultivation of apples and other fruits. 
In addition to all this, the region was found abundantly supplied with water 
from the Kalamazoo and St. Joseph rivers and their tributaries, the former ris- 
ing in Hillsdale county and entering the township at the north-east quarter of 
section thirteen of Homer proper, taking a north-westerly direction until it 
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reaches the present village from which point it takes a north-easterly course 
until reaching the City of Albion, where it unites with an eastern branch, form- 
ing- what was known in early clays as "The Porks." The St. Joseph also 
rises in Hillsdale county, taking a north- westerly course, touching at Hillsdale 
city, Jonesville and Litchfield, enters the Township of Clarendon at the south- 
east quarter of section thirty-six and still taking a north-westerly direction 
passing at a point about one mile west of this village, where it receives the out- 
let of Burt Lake, thence making a direct turn and taking a westerly, direction 
leaves the township on the north-west quarter of section nineteen. These 
streams and their branches proved not only beneficial for irrigation, but 
their borders were fringed with an abundance of excellent timber, and at the 
same time the main water courses Supplied ample power to convert the timber 
into lumber for houses and the wheat and other cereals into flour for the great 
markets of the world. It is not strange that the pioneer saw in the surround- 
ings all the essential elements of j>TOsperity to the careful and industrious hus- 
bandman. It is not strange that he resolved to make this beautiful land his 
home, and that when his earthly career should close he should be laid away to 
the silent and peaceful rest in the iaihd he had sought and learned to love. 
Homer has long been known as trie "Garden of Southern. Michigan," and it is 
no misnomer. Though the name" 'was applied to Homer and its immediate 
semi-surroundings on the north an'ci" west, it would prove only a worthy ap- 
pellation for the township as [ 6vigiiiMlj' organized', for there is no territory of 
like dimensions in all Michigan : that Contains a greater amount of rich arid, pro- 
ductive lands than this region of Ours." It is the' land that we should all love- 
it is the land we should feel proud to call our home. In' a state of nature its 
fertile plains, termed "burr oak plains," were nearly destitute of timber and' in 
summer were covered all over with a luxuriant growth of vegetation, inter- 
spersed with a variety of gorgeous and beautiful flowers. In a state of cultiva- 
tion these same plains are, to the joy of the husbandman, year after year 'bringing 
forth abundant harvests of golden grain. 'The principal of these prairies 'can' 
be given as follows: "Cook's Plains" or what is now commonly called "Cook's 
Prairie," lying a little north-west of this village, in Clarendon; tile "Ho'mer 
Plains," lying between the Kalamazoo river and Burt Lake, covering the site 
of this village and extending south and south-east about twd mile's; the "Penn- 
sylvania Settlement," due east from this village about 1 three miles-," and the 
"Fisher Settlement," which is situated in the south-east part of the township. 
Each of these plains mark the site of one of the earliest settlements 1 . Lesstha'h 
three score years ago this region of beauty and excellence, this land which con- 
tained all the essential elements of prosperity to the tiller of the soil, ! was 
scarcely known to civilized man. Here, less than sixty years ago, the" bear 
could have been seen at nightfall, with his logy gait, quietly strolling about, 
searching for some sleeping victim on which to make an evening's meal. As 
the darkness of night gathered around, or as the stars of Heaven beamed in all 
their beauty and the moon shed its soft silvery rays across river arid lake, the 
howl of the wolf could be heard as it echoed and re-echoed from among the 
hills, and as morning dawned in all its glory, the sweet notes of the feathered 
songsters would fall upon human ear, filling man with delight and causing him 
to adore the great Spirit above. - This land was then' the home of the red man; 
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his well beaten trail was over hills, through the valleys and across the flower 
covered plains, extending as it were, from river to sea, and the smoke of his 
wigwam ascended on every hand. It was the Indian's paradise. Here the 
plains and lowlands supplied an abundance of pasturage for his ponies; here 
he cultivated his little patch of maize, with little labor, and with no fears of 
being molested by his white brother. He pursued his game into the depths of 
the forest; he fished on the lakes and rivers, and his little canoe was the only 
craft to sail the crystal waters or to be found anchored among the ferns and 
lillies. Deer, wild turkey and other game were in abundance. It vyas the In- 
dian's happy hunting ground on earth; here he brought forth and reared his 
young, taught them to become fleet in the chase and made them experts in the 
use of the arrow and bow. Here, too, he could stand beside the graves of his de- 
parted chieftains whom he honored, and his maidens whom he loved. No won- 
der this child of nature was attached to these charming haunts. ~No wonder 
poor "Lo" dreaded the coming of the "pale face;" no wonder he hated to va- 
cate to civilization, and when that order came (1840) and his steps were taken 
westward, it is not strange that he cast one "longing lingering look behind," 
and in all his stateliness "bowed his face to earth and wept." 

In sadness and sorrow he departed 
From the haunts where he so loved to dwell, 
Near the graves of his chieftains and kindred, 
And he wept, when he hade them farewell. 

This particular neighborhood was a favorite resort of the Indian, and es- 
pecially of the tribe of Pottawottamies, many of them lingering several years af- 
ter the arrival of the white settlers. Traces of their rude cultivation of corn 
were distinctly visible, even on the present site of this village. They gathered 
the earth at regular distances into hillocks of considerable hight, planted the 
seed in the top, and instead of digging the ground over again for a second or 
third crop, they would simply pull out the old stalks and insert new seed. From 
this, the red man's mode of cultivation, originated the term "corn hills." The 
principal Indian's trail through this section, crossed the Kalamazoo from the 
north, just west of the present site of the Homer Mills, ascending the hill on the 
south, as shown in our illustration of "Barneyville." From this point it passed 
west, on what is now Leigh street, until reaching the crossing of Sophia street, 
where it took a south-westerly course, leaving Burt Lake a little to the south, 
and continuing west, south-west to Tekonsha. On the east banks of Bart 
Lake, on the premises now owned by Sylvanus Cook, was an Indian's burial 
ground of considerable dimensions, the unevenness of the ground caused by 
the depressions in the earth was ample evidence, even up to a few years ago, 
that the spot contained many a grave. In the eastern part of this village, on 
grounds now owned by Wm, Hastings, is a tract upon which the earlier settlers 
found tomahawks and an unusual number of spear and arrow heads. It is the 
opinion of some that this tract was used as assembly grounds, while others 
believe it. a place where two warring tribes, some day now. long past and 
gone, met in fierce battle. Two miles north-west of this village, on the farm 
now owned by Hon. Wm. Cook, and near the town line, earthworks had been 
thrown up, forming a complete circle, enclosing a tract of from one-third to 
one-half acre. Whether it was constructed as a place of refuge, for fortifica- 
tion against an approaching foe, or as assembly grounds where the braves 
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met in council and danced about the camp fire, or smoked the pipe of peace, 
time never will tell. At the time of the arrival of the white settlers and up to 
the time of the removal of the Indians to Iowfr, the principal chiefs of the 
tribes in this section were Wopkezike and Leather-nose, the latter receiving 
his name from a buckskin or leathern arrangement worn for a nose, that im- 
portant as well as ornamental appendage having been bitten off in the winter 
or spring of 1837, by a bull dog owned by Hawley & Ely, who kept a grocery and 
"fire water" store in this village, at the intersection of Main and Webster 
streets, where later was located E. P. Potter's foundry. These chiefs are 
spoken of, as of kind disposition and not only friendly, but that they became 
very much attached to the whites, especially was this the case with Wopkezike, 
who, when all was ready for the removal of his tribe to the far West, accom- 
panied by his squaw, called at the bomes of the white settlers to bade them, a 
last farewell, and as he took his departure, Maitland W. Hatch, or Mart, for 
short, among his friends, tells us that the old chief's heart was filled with sad- 
ness and his eyes bedimed with tears. Mait was a boy in those days and 
was apparently quite a favorite among the Indians, and especially so to Wop- 
kezike, who presented him with three young wild turkeys. Mait reared them 
with the best of care, but when nearly full grown they wandered off with a 
drove of their own kind, to parts unknown. The little Indian boys mixed 
freely with the few white children, consisting of the Hamilton's, the Powers', 
the Hatch's and others, in the different sports, and Mait being just as full of 
fun then, as now, was always perpetrating some trick on the little braves, and 
it is a little strange that they did not secure a good sized scalp from that bald 
spot which Mr. Hatch now carries beneath his hat. Mr. Milo D. Hamilton, at 
the present time the able editor and publisher of the Monroe Commercial, and 
whose portrait, with a sketch of his life, appears elsewhere in this work, sends 
a communication, which, being so full of interesting incidents of early days, 
is given in full. He says: "A considerable tract of ground which is now 
thickly settled and' contains the business part of Homer, was, .previous to the 
settlement there of Milton Barney, an Indian corn patch, and as late as 1835-7, 
the square on which the Methodist church now stands, was a grand hazel 
patch, and a little to the south was a growth of oak, interspersed with hazel 
shrubs, among which the writer often filled his basket with luscious wild straw- 
berries. Indians (Pottawottamies) were quite numerous in the streets of Ho- 
mer in those years, and often pitched their tents in the near vicinity, on the 
north banks of the Kalamazoo. They were friendly for the- most part, except 
when having procured too much 'fire water,' at which time some of them were 
inclined to be ugly. The little Indian boys, in '35, came into the settlement 
freely and often took a running game of 'tag' with the white boys, of whom 
there were but few. Indians were more or less numerous until the fall of 1840, 
when the United States government took the Pottawottamies beyond the Mis- 
sissippi. I well remember a bright October day when gathering hazel nuts by 
the roadside, some ten or a dozen lumber wagons were driven southward, 
loaded with United States' .Infantry. Such a sight was, of course, enough to 
fill my boyish eyes with wonder. An officer of the company called out, saying: 
'Boy, if you'll save me a basket of those nuts, I'll bring you an Indian's scalp 
when I come back.' A few days later, when the troops returned with a band 
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of Indians, captured in Hillsdale county, the riddle was solved and the won- 
der at an end. It will be remembered that there were no daily papers in those 
days to herald such happenings. The Indian procession with the soldier con- 
tingent, filled the street in pretty close marching order for fully a mile. The 
officer, however, forgot the scalp. From this time on, Mr. 'Lo' was seen no 
more on the hunting grounds. In these early years wild game was plenty, and 
it was no uncommon thing to see five or six antlered beauties of the forest, 
bounding along one after another. There were droves of wild turkeys, and 
prairie chickens and quail were especially numerous; aside from affording 
plenty of shooting for the huntsman, hundreds of the latter were taken by the 
rude traps, improvised by the boys, and set with a figure 4. The first educa- 
tional privileges of Homer were established in 1835, in a little building about 
twelve by fifteen feet in size, that stood near the east line of the old Homer ho- 
tel lot. The building was originally intended and used as a store, but was 
abandoned for the larger one built that year, opposite the hotel. The school 
was taught by one of the older daughters of Milton Barney, and she would 
have had ten or a dozen scholars, had not the ague kept them away the larger 
portion of the time. It was fashionable to have the ague in those days— a good 
hard shake every other day at least— and the man, woman or child who did not 
have it as often as that, was losing caste in the community. In 1836 or '37 a 
better school house was built on the Burt farm, west of what is now Hillsdale 
street, and near the crossing of the Air Line railroad, where for several years 
gathered, not only the lads and lasses of the • little village, but also of the 
country for two or more miles south and east, and imbibed such treasures from 
the fountain of knowledge as the teachers and books of those early days were 
able to impart. I must not forget to mention one feature of the country in 
those days— the beautiful and dversified flora that filled the openings— a 'thing 
of beauty' aud certainly a 'joy' to thousands. The advance of civilization, not 
only drove out the Indians and wild game, but at the same time drove out or 
obliterated many of the varieties of wild flowers." The store building which 
Mr. Hamilton speaks of, in which the first school in the village was taught, 
was the little store building shown in our illustration of Barneyville. In 1833 
or '34 it was moved onto the site now occupied by Mrs. Woodbury's millinery 
shop, and is now a part of a house on Fulton street, west of Webster street, 
and is owned by Albert Collins. This school, however, was not the first school 
in the township, as originally organized, for as will be seen elsewhere in this 
work, the first school was in what is now the Township of Clarendon, in 1833, 
while later in the same year, a school was opened in what is now Albion town- 
ship. As stated by Mr. H., the Indians were uniformly friendly with the 
whites. They circulated freely among them and in large numbers, and con- 
stituted the chief patrons of the country store, bartering their furs, their 
berries, their saddles of venison, their baskets and other articles of their handi- 
work for provisions and such articles as they desired, including, too often, 
the Indian's, as well as the white man's most pernicious enemy, "fire water." 
The Indians seemed to understand the quality of liquor and knew full well 
when the dealer had "watered" it. As an illustration of this, it is said that at 
the old log tavern, one of them had imbibed so freely as to become about 
"three sheets in the wind," and w T hen asked how he liked it. exclaimed, in 
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broken English, and to the amusement of those present, "too much .Kalama- 
zoo." Still another, under the influence of liquor, was returning from this vil- 
lage and had arrived at a point near the present residence of B. F. Wetherbee ; 
in Clarendon, when he became chilled and died. His brother red men, upon 
being asked as to the cause of death, said, "Too much Kalamazoo in fire wa- 
ter." In 1840 the Indians were removed beyond the Mississippi, one of the 
officers informing them that they would, in that far off land,' never be dis- 
turbed by the approach of the white settler, but alas, the tide of civilization 
knows no bounds, and the poor Indian who once had universal sway in this 
great land of liberty, has been driven onward, still onward to the far, far 
West. The graves of his ancestors are deserted, the ranks of his living are 
fast being depleted, and it is feared that time, fast fleeting time, will, ere many 
years, mark the hour when the "red man" will be known in our land, only as a 
being of bygone days. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



SETTLEMENT OF THE TOWNSHIP. 

The first white settlement in Homer took place in the spring of 1832, when 
Powell Grover, William Wintersteen, and two brothers, Richard and Henry 
McMurtrie, all from Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, arrived and located lands 
three miles due east from what is now this village, on section 1, 2 and 11. 
The entire journey from their home in Pennsylvania was made on foot, the dis- 
tance being six hundred miles. All were single men with the exception of Mr. 
Wintersteen, who left his family in Pennsylvania and returned for them the 
following spring . The project of coming to Michigan originated with Mr. 
Grover, who, prior to leaving Luzerne county, had decided to locate on the 
identical spot on section 11, where for many years he made his home, and 
where he accumulated a handsome property. The party arrived at what in 
later years became known as "Grub Hill," about ten a.m. on April 20th. This 
hill borders section 2 on the east, and from its summit these sturdy pioneers 
had an unobstructed view of the rich and fertile plains of section 1, 2 and 11, 
where they had resolved to seek their fortunes. After an hour's stay on "Grub 
Hill," for rest and refreshments, the party decended to the plains and went in- 
to camp on section 11, north of the Kalamazoo river, at a point which later be- 
came known as "Swale Hill." Their first habitation was constructed of logs, 
and was covered with a thatched roof. As to who erected this abode there is a 
diversity of opinion; some say it was a shanty vacated by the Indians, while 
others assert that it was built by the pioneers themselves, the former, however, 
is without a doubt true, and also that the shanty was erected for, and occupied 
by Leather-nose, the Indian chief, long before the white settlers arrived. This 
being the case the party soon took possession, "moved in" and began house- 
keeping. They had no furniture to arrange, no stove pipes to swear over, but 
they had lots of pluck and energy, and they had implicit confidence, that, 
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should occasion demand, their faithful dogs would apprise them, and their 
trusty rifles would protect them from an approaching foe, be it a wild beast of 
prey or a "red man of the forest." At this time there were but very few 
white settlers in this or adjacent counties. A little colony had located at Mar- 
shall, and still another at Battle Creek, while a few families had also settled 
at Berlin, or what is now the Village of Athens. There was no white settler ' 
at "The Forks," or what became the site of the present enterprising little City 
of Albion, until the year following. In Jackson there was a tavern, built of 
tamarack logs, known as the "Tamarack tavern," which was kept by one 
"Bill" Thompson. Jackson also had a little grocery store and a couple of log- 
cabins. A man by the name of Jones, and also one Mr. Olds, had settled on 
the present site of Jonesville village, the former becoming postmaster of the 
place and in due time, we are told, won considerable notoriety for robbing 
the mails. Ann Arbor on the east and White Pigeon on the west, were the 
nearest points of importance, and the nearest points where mills had been 
erected, although later in the same year a mill was put up in Marshall by 
George Ketchum. Mr. Grover, the McMurtries and Mr. Wintersteen all being 
from Pennsylvania, started what to this day is known as the "Pennsylvania 
Settlement." They occupied the "Indian's shanty," or temporary dwelling for 
about one year. Having no table or boards of which to construct one, they cut 
down a large tree, which chanced to stand near by, and when the weather 
would admit, served their meals on the top of the stump, which had been 
made as smooth as possible for the purpose. South of the shanty a well was 
dug, and as no rope was at hand with which to hoist out the dirt, a "way sta- 
tion" consisting of a scaffold made of sticks, was put in, in the descent, and 
the work progressed until water was reached, which was at a depth of 
fifteen feet. This well is still in existence, but not used at the present time. 
In the winter or spring following, each built a log cabin for himself on lands of 
his own. Mr. Grover's and Mr. Wintersteen's were both on section 11, Kich- 
ard McMurtrie's was on section 2, and Henry McMurtrie's, which was torn 
down a few months ago, was on section 1. The same year Mr. Grover erected 
a second cabin, and the following year still another, the first was occupied by 
Jacob Cool and his family, and the last by John Wooliver. About this time, 
or as early as 1885, Mr. Grover dug a race, constructed a dam and put up a saw 
mill on the north banks of the Kalamazoo. This mill sawed a large portion of 
the lumber for the old college building at Albion, which was erected in 1841 
as well as the Methodist church, of South Albion, which was built in an early 
day. Mr. Grover seemed to have been a benevolent sort of a man, as a greater 
portion of the sawing done at his mill for the above institutions was without 
recompense. This mill also furnished a great many rails for the Michigan 
Central railroad, in the days when such rails were made of wood with simply 
a strip of iron on the top. The old mill was torn down away back in the fifties 
but some of the timbers which entered into its construction, are still in ex- 
istence and are now a part of a building on the Henry McMurtrie farm, which 
is now owned by the Potters. 

The following diagram of section 11, and the south half of section 2, gives 
the exact location of the early settlement, together with the highways, ' dwell- 
ings, etc., at the present time. 
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Near Mr. Grover's log cabins, the location of which is shown in the forego- 
ing diagram, was an orchard planted in an early day by Mr. Grover, and a few 
apple trees still remain to direct the curious to the spot where the first settlers 
of Homer located. As has already been stated, these pioneers came into the 
country on foot, and therefore could bring no furniture. They did, however, 
bring along a few dishes, which the women folks at home had placed in their 
knapsacks. As there was no pantry or shelving connected with their new hab- 
itation, a shelf was improvised of poles on which to set away their "china" af- 
ter meals. A few days later, during the absence of the men, the dogs, while on 
a tour of inspection, had torn the shelf down and broken every dish. The first 
wagon made was, indeed, worthy of mention, as the wheels wef e cut from the 
end of a large log, after which a circular opening of sufficient dimensions to fit 
the axletree was made in each. Parts of this old wagon are still in existence 
and may be found on the "Len" Grover premises. 

On May 7, 1832, or less than three weeks after the arrival of the Pennsylva- 
rrians, Henry Cook, from Aurelius, Cayuga county, 1ST. Y., and Anthony Doo- 
little, formerly from the same state, but later from Ohio, came and settled two 
miles north-west of this village, forming the nucleus of what in early days was 
known as "Cook's Prairie," but what at the present time is more frequently 
.termed "Cook's Plains." Sylvanus and James, sons of Mr. Cook, and also So- 
lander and Jefferson Eossman, hired men, accompanied the party, the balance 
of the Cooks and Doolittles remaining in Saline, Washtenaw county, where 
the families had settled in the fall of 1831. Prior to the settlement at Saline;, 
however, and while his family tarried in Detroit, Mr. Cook, through a sugges- 
tion of the State Surveyor, had explored this section, and was so captivated with - 
the beauty and fertility of the plains west of this village that he at once re- 
solved to make a portion of them his future home. Upon returning to Detroit 
and informing the family of his intentions, Mrs. Cook, through fears that the 
Indians would prove troublesome, discouraged the idea, and it was finally de- 
cided that they should settle in Saline. Upon arriving at that place Mr. Cook 
purchased of Mr. Doolittle, lands which had been located by the latter, and up- 
on which he had already erected a frame dwelling. There the winter of 1831-2 
was spent, but Mr. Cook was not satisfied. Having once seen the rich and fer- 
tile plains of this section, they had so charmed him, that he could not give up 
the idea of making them his home. When spring came the lands at Saline 
were sold, Mrs. Cook's consent was given, a couple of wagons with ox teams 
were gotten in readiness, and the party whose names have already been given, 
started on the journey for this county. The journey was by Indian trail which 
led through Sharon, or what was then called "Bend of the Kaisin," Grass Lake, 
Jackson, Spring Arbor and what is now Concord. The party put up the 
first night in Sharon, and at the only cabin then in the place. The cabin was 
owned by Mr. Pellows, who, in later years became quite noted as a grower of 
fine wooled sheep. Upon reaching Grass Lake one of the oxen had given out, 
and Mr'. Cook purchased an untamed steer of one Daniel Richie, put it under 
the yoke and continued the journey. One night was passed at a little log hut, 
east of Jackson, and still another at Spring Arbor, with a family by the name 
of Acker, one of the sons of this family, whose name was Peter, will be remem- 
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bered by some of our older settlers as a clerk in a store here in an early day. 
The last night passed by our pioneers before reaching their destination was on 
the west banks of the little pond two miles this side of the present Village of 
Concord. After leaving Spring Arbor there were no signs that the tide of 
civilization had already preceded them until they reached a point near the 
Spaulding school house in this township, when they were not a little amazed, 
but at the same time joyed, to see the smoke ascending from the home of white 
men, which proved to be the abode of the Pennsylvanians. The journey from 
Saline was made without mishap of importance, except as has been narrated. 
Streams and rivers were forded and when no other accommodations were to be 
had, the party camped at night by the roadside. Upon arriving on the plains, 
the erection of a house was at once started, and was completed in just one 
week. In the meantime the party slept nights beneath the wagons, the boxes 
of which were turned over, the better thereby to provide a means of shelter. 
The house was of logs and was 20x22 feet in size and was covered with shakes- 
Aside from the door, which was added later, not a nail or board entered into 
the construction of this pioneer home. There was but one window, and that 
contained a solitary sash brought from Saline. The floors were of bass wood,, 
split out of logs, and made as smooth as possible by the use of adz. On the day 
that the house was completed Messrs. Cook and Doolittle left for Saline to 
bring on the remaining members of the families, together with the horses and 
other stock, at the same time leaving Sylvanus, James and the two hired men 
to keep house and look after things at the new quarters. As there were no 
boards or other appropriate material of which to construct a door to the rude 
abode, a quilt was used for such purpose. This answered to a certain extent 
in keeping out the night air, but as a barrier for protection against wild beasts, 
it was of no avail. The inmates, just after retiring for the first night, were 
startled by the dogs, who came bounding into the cabin, yelping at every jump, 
and displaying the "ivory" from ear to ear. A moment later the lower end of 
the quilt used for a door was seen to raise, when the unwelcome countenance 
of a monster bear presented itself. "Uucle Jim," who was then a boy of but 
twelve years, suggested that the hired men reach the rifles and shoot, but the 
hired men didn't seem to hanker after that kind of sport. Old bruin, after 
takino- a careful and apparently an unconcerned survey of the premises, but 
without intruding further, took his departure, Later, when the Rossmans 
were interviewed in regard to the first caller at the domicile, they would uni- 
versally say "it was no bear, but an Indian pony." 

The : Bossmans, as has been stated, came into the county as hired men. Jef- 
ferson worked for Mr. Cook and located lands which now constitutes a large 
portion of the Gibbs' estate, south of this village, which is one of the finest 
farms in Southern Michigan. Solander was employed by Mr. Doolittle, and 
received for his first season's work, sixty acres of land off the east side of the 
fine farm now owned by H. A. Bunnell in Clarendon. Solander, also, later lo- 
cated lands which constitute the desirable farms now owned by A. C, Sa- 
bin and William Wetherbee, the latter property being better known as the 
Peter Mitchell estate. The Bossmans removed to Butler, Branch county, in 
an early day, where both died some years ago, and where descendents of these 
two pioneers of this section, still reside. 
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The following diagram of the south half of section 36, Eckford township, and 
north half of section 1* Clarendon township, will give the reader the location 
of the first settlement, with other points of interest. Mr. Doolittle's log house 
being on section 1, of Clarendon, a short distance south-west from the present 
residence of Hon. fm. Cook, the location of which is shown in the diagram. 
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A, Lands located by Mr. Cook. B, Lands located by John Kennedy, now owned by Wm, Cook. C, A. C. 
Sabln'sfarm. D, Mitchell farm, now owned by Wm Wetherbee. O, Indian fort or assembly grounds, see 
pasre 15. E, A portion of the Elijah Cook farm, now owned by Mr. Andrews, a, Mr. Cook's log cabin, 1832, 
and where the first school in the township was taught in 1S33. k, First school house in Clarendon, was of 
logs, and burned down in an early day. f. School district No. I, fractional Clarendon, Eckford and 
Albion, b, John Kennedy's shanty, 1832, c, Residence of Theodore Cook, and site of Henry Cook's frame 
house erected in 1833. d, Residence of Hon. "Wm. Cook and location of John Kennedy's log house where 
Mr. Hart lived when John Kennedy and Louisa Hart were married in November 1832. c, Freewill Baptist 
church, g, Theodore Cook's tenement house, occupied by Archie Sinclair, h, Cook's Plains cemetery, i, 
A. C. Sabln's residence, j, Bouse on the Wetherbee farm, occupied by A. J. Shattuck. 

In 1833 Mr. Cook built a frame dwelling on the site of the fine brick resi- 
dence now owned by his youngest son, Theodore. The old frame house is still 
standing, having been moved from its former location and is used as a shop or 
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carriage house. After the building of the frame dwelling, Mr. Cook devoted 
the log caibin to educational purposes, and in this humble edifice opened the 
first school ever taught in the township. The school was taught by Miss Al- 
vira Keep, who later became Mrs. William Blashfielcl, of Clarendon. She died 
only a few years ago. 

Just two weeks after the arrival of the first party on the prairie, the remain- 
ing members of the two families reached the cabin. The household now con- 
sisted of twenty members, as follows: Mr. and Mrs. Cook and nine children, 
John, Sylvanus, William, James PL, Elizabeth, Stephen, Daniel, Christina and 
Eachael; Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle and five children, Eliza, Charles, Imogene, 
John and Mary; and the two Kossmans, Solander and Jefferson. Large fami- 
lies have been known, but this one was evidently large enough for all practical 
purposes, when the size of the house is taken into consideration. The upper 
story of the cabin was used as a sleeping apartment of the single men and boys 
of the household, the beds being placed directly on the basswood flooring, 
which flooring "Uncle Jim" Cook informs us, was fortunately laid with the 
soft side up. This floor was also occupied nights by transients, seekers of lands, 
who universally made the Cook home their headquarters, and late in the season 
this class came in considerable numbers. Heads to the center line with feet 
to the points of the compass was the arrangement, and at times to the number 
of twenty occupied these beds on basswood foundations. There was heaps of 
sport in that "old attic," and when "Jeff," the hired man, would tell the boys 
about seeing some big "Injun," a bear or a wolf, they would ask him if it 
wasn't an Indian pony. 

During Mr. Cook's stay in Saline, Dr. Hayes, of Marshall, had located a large 
tract of land, in what is now the township of Eckford, which tract included 
the lands on w T hich Mr. C. had concluded to settle. Dr. Hayes had, however, 
transferred his claim to a Mr. Hastings, who in turn sold six eighties to Mr. 
Cook, receiving for the same fifteen shillings ( $1.87 J ) per acre, or a margin of 
about $300 above government price. 

Mr. Doolittle had intended to locate lands adjoining the Cook's on the south, 
but that tract had been located by John Kennedy, who came into Marshall w T ith 
George Ketchum the year previous. Kennedy was willing to sell, but Mr. Doo- 
little did not have the means to pay the margin asked. Mr. Doolittle settled in 
the same neighborhood, however, on lands now owned by Cleveland Sabin. 
Mr. Doolittle's lands were in what is now the Township of Clarendon, and he 
was, without a doubt, the first white settler in that township. 

About the time of the settlement of Cook's Prairie by the Cooks and Doolit- 
tles, Oshea Wilder, from Worcester county, Massachusetts, located lands on 
section 8, of what is now Eckford township, his lands covering the site of what 
became known as "Lower Eckford," but what today is a station on the Cincin- 
nati, Jackson & Mackinaw railroad named Wilders. Mr. Wilder came into the 
township as early as 1831, but there is no evidence that a building was erected 
or a permanent location decided upon until the following spring or summer, 
when all necessary arrangements ior the comforts of his family having been 
completed, they arrived and took up their abode at the new home, in October 
of 1832. The house was a double one, stood on the west side of Wilder creek, 
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and was constructed of tamarack logs. Mr. Wilder was a man of ample means 
for those days, and located a large tract of land, purchasing the same direct 
from the government. At the time of the settlement in "Lower Eckford," Mr. 
Wilder 's family consisted of seven children, six sons and one daughter, and 
with the exception of the oldest son, Daniel, all came to the township as above 
stated. Daniel remained in Bochester, New York, for a time, but joined the 
family later. Still other children were born to the household after the arrival 
in the township, one, a little daughter named Cornelia, who was born in 1834, 
being the first white child born in the neighborhood, and probably the first in 
the township. Little Cornelia brightened the home of our pioneers for only a 
few short months, when the angel of death came, and the pet of the household, 
the darling little one, was laid away to sleep in the cold, cold earth, but a beau- 
tiful spot was selected, one where the wild flowers would come forth in spring- 
time to pour forth their rich fragrance and sparkle in the morning dew; a spot 
beneath a beautiful oak, from the branches of which, as morning dawned, came 
the sweet notes of the feathered songsters, and where at nightfall the gentle 
zephyrs sang its soothing lull-a-by. 

In the summer of 1833 Mr. Wilder erected a frame saw mill, which stood on 
or near the site of the present one, north-west of the station. It contained an 
upright saw and is said to have been quite an institution at the time. The dam 
was constructed nearly one-fourth of a mile above the mill, and was of the 
kind known as a "spar dam," the water running over the center. He also 
built a blacksmith shop the same season, and two years later put up a large 
building which was used as a wagon shop and chair factory. John Hinkle was 
one of Mr. Wilder's first wagon-makers, and one Francis Peck was the first to 
preside at the anvil in the old blacksmith shop, while Ebenezer Avery, who 
later removed to Bellevue, Eaton county, made the w T ooden and rush-bottomed 
chairs. Mr. Wilder also put up the building known as the Eckford House, 
which for many years was kept as a counrty inn. This building though used 
only as a private dwelling, is still standing, and has long since become a land- 
mark of olden times. About 1835 a postoffice was established at the settlement, 
Mr. Wilder being appointed postmaster. He held the office for nearly a dozen 
years, when he was succeeded by his son, William. Mr. Wilder was what is 
termed a prominent man and almost constantly occupied some official position 
of trust, to which he had been called by the suffrages of the people. The first 
orchard in the county was at Lower Eckford and was planted by Mr. Wilder. 
Mr. Wilder died on the premises where he located, in November, 1846, aged 
sixty-four years, his companion on earth following him some years later, the 
latter ending her days at the home of her daughter, Sarah A., now Mrs. S. V. 
E. Lepper, of Marshall, and the only surviving member of the once large and 
happy household of Wilders. Mrs. Lepper is now in California for the winter, 
her absence from home not coming to the knowledge of the writer until too 
late to receive from her, dates and incidents which would have enabled him in 
giving still further particulars, and a more complete record of this estimable 
family of pioneers. 

While the settlements already referred to were being formed, the beautiful 
plains, a portion of which later became the site of the present Tillage ' of Ho- 
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mer, were not long overlooked, for as will be seen in chapter V of this work, 
Milton Barney, then a resident of Lyons, New York, early in 1832 purchased 
a large tract of land here, covering not only the village site, but the water 
power now owned by Cortright & Sons, and occupied by the Homer Mills. In 
addition to his family, which then consisted of his wife and five children, Mr. 
Barney was accompanied by Timothy Hamlin, Thomas' McGuire, Henry 
Stanchel and a boy by the name of Richard Norr'is. In June of the same year, 
Robert McCully, formerly from Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, but who came 
to Michigan and settled in Ann Arbor, this State, in the fall of 1829, arrived 
and located lands adjoining this village on the north-west, which lands are 
now owned and occupied by his only son, Andrew Frank. Mr. McCully's log 
cabin was erected about thirty ro(ls south of the town line, and a little 
west of south of the present residence of Willarcl Cotton. Mr. M. was a single 
man when he came into the country and for the next four years "kept bach," 
tilled his own soil and presided over the affairs in his own kitchen/ The latch- 
string of this little cabin was always out, and the weary traveler or land seeker 
was ever welcome to partake of the hospitalities within. Mr. McCully was a 
musician of some distinction for the times,' and there still reside in this sec- 
tion, those who can recall many a pleasant evening spent at Robert's rude 
home listening to the melodious tones from the. violin. During the summer 
and fall of 1832 still others arrived in the township, among the number being 
William and Benjamin Doolittle, brothers of Anthony, Benjamin Failing, 
David L. Hutchinson, Anthony Rogers, Lor en Keep, and Erastus Enos, all 
locating in what is how Clarendon township. The two latter were from Ho- 
mer, New York and arrived here in July. Mr. Rogers was from Washington 
county, New York, and located on secteon 2. Mr. Hutchinson was from Mad- 
ison county, New York, arrived in October, and first located lands near 
the site of the F. B. church on Cook's Plains, building his log cabin just across 
the line in Clarendon. A few years later he sold his first purchase, and 
bought and removed on to the lands four miles west of this village, where, he 
died only a few months ago. The same year also dates the arrival of Levi 
Murray, Samuel W. Douglass and Joseph Ehle, the latter locating in "Lower 
Eckford," and the two former in what is now Albion township. The early 
settlers in this section, though subject to more or less privations and hardships, 
these were not so common as are usually incident to pioneer life in a new coun- 
try. As a general thing they brought with them their own teams, farming 
tools, and drove in an ample number of other stock, and the rich and fertile 
plains .being nearly destitute of timber, were ready for the plow. Bears ; and 
wolves, and especially the latter, were more or less annoying, as they would oc- 
casionally carry off a young pig, and even provisions of all kinds left within ' 
their reach. The annoyance from these animals were, however, to quite an 
extent overlooked owing to the abundance of deer, wild turkey and other 
game, which supplied the tables with delicious meats. Many of the early set- 
tlers were experts in the use of the rifle, and not only the deer and turkey, but 
the wolf and bear fell before its "deadly aim." During the year 1832 the set- 
tlers were obliged to go to Ann Arbor for milling, where, too, they purchased 
their plows and plow repairs, the distance to Ann Arbor in those days being a 
a seven days' journey with ox team. A land office had been opened at White 
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Pigeon to which place those taking up government lands were required to go to 
enter the same. This journey was made by Indian trail, the conveyance usu- 
ally being an Indian pony, which would ford streams, and if needs be, would 
cross the same on a bridge consisting of a single log. In the winter or early 
spring of 1833, George Ketchum had completed his mill at Marshall. The 
news of this gladdened the hearts, not only of the settlers in this section, but 
of those throughout the county. Prior to the opening of the Ketchum mill, Mr. 
Cook had devised a means of grinding or rather pulverizing corn. A mortar 
was made of a block cut from the end of a large log, which, with a weight and 
pole arranged similar to the bucket and sweep of an old time "well, with this 
exception, the base or large end of what might be termed the sweep or spring 
pole, was permanently fastened to the logs of the house, completed the out- 
fit. The corn, which had been shelled and sufficiently dried, was placed in the 
mortar, the muscles of the younger Cook's were brought into requisition, and 
the corn in course of time was converted into meal. Mr. James Cook says he 
well remembers the many times he has stood at the old mortar for hours, 
pounding corn. Michael Gregg, Wm. W. Wells and John Clark, the two 
former being residents of this village at the present time, in an early day con- 
structed a corn mill, which was thought to be an improvement on Mr. Cook's, 
and consisted of a mortar, sweep and iron wedge. 

In 1833 the tide of emigration increased, and settlers came in considerable 
numbers. March, 1833, marks the era of the settlement at u The Forks," or 
what is now the City of Albion, of Tenny Peabody and his family, Charles 
Blanchard, a nephew of Mr. Peabody, and a young man named Clark Dowling. 
Historians in the past have dated the arrival of these settlers March, 1832, but 
from papers in the possession of surviving members of the Peabody family it 
is learned that they did not arrive until March of the following year. Mr. Pea- 
body, Blanchard and young Dowling reached "The Forks" on the 4th of the 
month and went into camp across the street south of the present site of the 
Presbyterian church, where they put up a log shanty, covering it with poles 
and marsh hay. The family arrived one week later. In due time a comforta- 
ble log cabin was erected, the first habitation vacated by the household, and 
appropriated as a 1 stable for sheltering stock. Later in the season came Ashael 
Finch, Wareham Warner, Peter Holmes and his two sons, Charles D., and Pat- 
terson P.; the three Knowles, Seth, Willard and Clark; still later came Daniel 
Welch, John Fabrique, Orson West, Patrick Hatch and Frederick Ansterburg, 
all locating in what is now Albion township. About this time Stephen S. Pow- 
ers, James M. Parsons, now of Marshall, and Chauncy C. Lewis dropped in at 
"Barneyville" and located in the vicinity, Mr. Lewis locating the farm south of 
town now owned by Paul Collyer. Charles Wagoner the same year located in 
the "Pennsylvania Settlement." Eckford also received an accession to her 
numbers by the arrival of Edwin L., and Calvin Eogers, Tine Markham. and 
Charles Olin, who later became Judge Olin. 

Mr. Charles D. Holmes, of South Albion, who still resides on section 22, 
where he settled fifty-three years ago the coming June, writes; "When we lo- 
cated on section 22, there being no track, we found what was called "The 
Forks" by following the section line. For the first two years emigration was 
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small, but afterwards immense, and Homer received its share. As evidence of 
this, in 1836 we drove from the Wabash and slaughtered one hundred head of 
cattle and the beef sold in Homer. Navigation closed early, and salt went to 
$16 per barrel. About the first thing the settlers in South Albion did in 1833, 
after building log houses for their families, was to get together, cut, haul 
and roll up logs for a school house. A white-wood log was procured and 
brought to "Barneyville." where it was sawed into boards, which served for 
benches, etc. In a few days was completed a, very comfortable log school 
house, believed to be the first erected in Homer. It was located on the north- 
east corner of section 34, on the farm now owned by John Ansterburg. Pat- 
terson P. Holmes taught school in this building three months the following 
winter, furnished his share of the fuel, built his own fires and for all this 
he received ten dollars per month and board —round. Thomas Holmes taught 
the second winter and of the fifteen or twenty scholars, several came from two 
miles or more away. The books used were such as were brought by their pa- 
rents from the states from whence they came, no two alike, and yet with all 
these drawbacks, by the use of the black board, it is believed the progress in 
education would compare favorably with that of a later date, under far dif- 
ferent circumstances. In this house, the next season, the first Sunday school 
in what is now Albion, was organized. We received our first mail at Spring 
Arbor, then at Waterbury, on the territorial road and then at Homer. In 1834 
a postoffice was established at Albion, with Jesse Crowell postmaster. Of the 
sixty-five settlers who cultivated the lands and made improvements in the 
eastern half of Albion township prior to 1837, but thirteen, including their de- 
cendents, can be found today upon the original farms." 

The "Fisher Settlement," which has already been referred to, was founded 
in 1834, when Cornelius Fisher and his six sons, Philip, Matthias, John, Ben- 
jamin, Enoch and Joseph, came and settled in the south-east part of this town- 
ship. The family was from Pennsylvania. The same year dates the settle- 
ment in the same neighborhood, of John Kearns and his two sons, Jeremiah 
and Aaron, Christian Mensch and son Philip, and James McGregor. The 
lands in the "Fisher Settlement," for beauty and fertility are among the best in 
Calhoun County. 

By an act of the Territorial Legislature in 1836, Eckford was organized as a 
separate township, the first town meeting being held at the house of Joseph 
Ehle, April 4th, 1836. By a similar act in 1837, Albion also became a separate 
township, with Isaac S. Jackson as clerk, who came to Homer for the neces- 
sary records, In 1838 Clarendon in a like manner became organized as a sepa- 
rate township , leaving Homer with its present boundaries. The first town 
meeting of the new township was held on the first Monday in April of that 
year, Aaron Bartlett being chosen moderator and Timothy Hamlin, clerk. The 
first 'supervisor f Clarendon was Truman Rathburn; the first clerk, Timothy 

Hamlin. 

The following which is taken from the records in the office of the township 
clerk, will be found of unusual interest to many, giving, as it does, the place of 
holding the first township meeting of Homer, as originally organized, together 
with the officers elected, a complete list of the supervisors and clerks of 
the township from the time of its organization down to the present time, 
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with the full vote cast in various years, together with some of the more im- 
portant acts: ■ 

"At a township meeting held at the house of Milton Barney, in Homer, on 
the first Monday of April, 1834, Henry Cook was' chosen moderator, and Osha 
"Wilder clerk of meeting, both of whom, being duly qualified according to law. 
The meeting being organized and" proclamation made, the electors proceeded 
to ballet for the officers, and having received and counted the votes, if appeared 
that the following officers were appointed, viz. ■ ■ ■ 

Stephen S. Powers, Supervisor. ' 

Chauncy C. Lewis, Township Clerk. 

Edward L. Rogers, ) 
John "Fabrique, > Assessors. 
Anthony Doolittle, ) 
Geo. Letts, Constable and Collector. 
Isaac Hopkins, ) T -.. , „ ,. ^ 

■ • Seth Noles, | Directors of the Poor. 

"After having made choice of the above by ballot, the electors proceeded to 
pass the following town laws which were carried by large majorities by holding 
up the right hand. . 

1st. "It was voted that all fences shall be at least four feet high and a half. 

2d. "It was voted that the three lower rails shall not be more than five 
inches apart. 

3d. "It was voted that Timothy Hamlin be a constable for said town. 

4th. "It was voted that David L. Hutchinson, Osha Wilder, Peter Holmes 
and Richard McMurtree be path masters in the several districts in which they 
belong. 

6th. "It was voted that Orson West, James Hopkins and Osha Wilder be ap- 
pointed school commissioners. 

Henry Cook, Moderator. 
Osha Wilder, Clerk. 
1835.— At this meeting was cast the first vote for county officers, the record 
of which being as follows: "At a town meeting held at the house of Milton 
Barney, in Homer, on the 6th day of April, 1835, the following votes were 
given for Register of Deeds for, the County of Calhoun, viz. : Randall Hobert 
received 44 votes; Luther Hart, 11; Horace Brace, 2 votes. 
"We certify the above to be correct. , 

Henry Cook, Moderator. 
■ ■ ■ M. Barney, Justice of Peace. 
. ■.. ■ C. C, Lewis, Clerk. 

"I certify that a copy of the above has been sent to the clerk of Calhoun 
Count y* James M, Parsons, Town Clerk. 

1836— Number of votes cast 176. Lorenzo D. Collamer,, Supervisor; Asel 
Woodruff, Township Clerk. Yoted to pay a bounty of $2 for every wolf killed. 
1837— Andrew Dorsey, Supervisor; Elisha Thornton, Clerk- Yoted to pay 
$5 for each wolf killed. Yoted. that hogs be free commoners. * 
1838— Elisha. Thornton, Supervisor; David Burton, Clerk. 
1839— Number of votes cast 154. Stephen S. Powers, Supervisor; Michael 
Miller, Clerk. 
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1840— Number of votes cast 176. Stephen S. Powers, Supervisor; Arza 
Lewis, Clerk. 

1841— Number of votes cast 138. Joseph Gibbs, Supervisor; Arza Lewis, 
Clerk. 

1842 — Number of votes cast 128. Election held at Homer Exchange Hotel. 
Henry D. Garrison, Supervisor; James Humeston (2d), Clerk. 

1843^-Number of votes cast 142. Joseph Gibbs, Supervisor; James Hames- 
ton (2d), Clerk. 

1844— Number of votes cast 146. David Benton, Supervisor; David L. Ma- 
haney, Clerk. 

1845—Number of votes cast 153. Election held at Homer Hotel. Joseph 
Gibbs, Supervisor; James Humeston (2d), Clerk. 

1846— Number of votes cast 156. Joseph Gibbs, Supervisor; James Humes- 
ton, Clerk. 

1847— Number of votes cast 154. Elisha Thornton, Supervisor; Philetus S. 
Wilson, Clerk. 

1848— Number of votes cast 151. Joseph Gibbs, Supervisor; Philetus S. Wil- 
son, Clerk. 

1849— Josiah N. Westcott, Supervisor; P. S. Wilson, Clerk. 

1850— Josiah N. Westcott, Supervisor; P. S. Wilson, Clerk. 

1851 — Number of votes cast 143. Hiram Smith, Supervisor; Justin D. Wool- 
ley, Clerk.. 

1852— Number of votes cast 137. Hiram Smith, Supervisor; Edward Hender- 
son, Clerk. 

1858 Number of votes cast 167. Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Justin D. 

Woolley, Clerk. 

1854— Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; P. S. Wilson, Clerk. 

1855— Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Michsel Gregg, Clerk. 

1856— Number of votes cast 218. Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Heber 
Crissey, Clerk. 

1857— Number of votes cast 168. Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Heber Crissey, 

Clerk. 
1858— Number of votes cast 191. Nathan Eslow, Supervisor; Heber Crissey, 

Clerk. 

1859— Number of votes cast 237. Philo Gibbs, Supervisor; Edward Hen- 
derson, Clerk, 

1860— Number of votes cast 236 . Eufus Hill, Supervisor; Edward Hender- 
son, Clerk. 

1861— Number of votes cast 231. Truman Spaulding, Supervisor; Heber 

Crissey, Clerk. 
1862— Number of votes cast 265. Truman Spaulding, Supervisor; Vernon 

Parks, Clerk. 

1863— Number of votes cast 249. Truman Spaulding, Supervisor; Vernon 
Parks, Clerk. Vernon Parks died while in office and Byron Smith was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. 

1864— Number of votes cast 231. Truman Spaulding, Supervisor; Mason 
Gibbs, Clerk. 
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1865— Number of votes cast 245. George H. French, Supervisor; David L- 
Mahaney, Clerk. 

1866— Number of votes cast 259. George H. French, Supervisor; Maitland 
W. Hatch Clerk. 

1867— Number of votes cast 283. Philo Gibbs, Supervisor; Henry H. Parks, 
Clerk. 

1868— Number of votes cast 318. George H. French, Supervisor; Edward 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1869— Number of votes cast 303. Benjamin F. Wetherbee, Supervisor; Ed- 
win E. Smith, Clerk. 

1870— Number of votes cast 339. B. F. Wetherbee, Supervisor; Edward 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1871— Number of votes cast 319. B. F. Wetherbee, Supervisor; Edward 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1872— Number of votes cast 360. Stephen F. Snyder, Supervisor; George 
Seymour, Clerk. 

1873— Number of votes cast 319. Stephen F. Snyder, Supervisor; Edward 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1874— Number of votes cast 330. Stephen F. Snyder, Supervisor; Edward 
Henderson, Clerk. 

1875— Number of votes cast 349. Stephen F. Snyder, Supervisor; William A. 
Lane, Clerk. 

1876— Number of votes cast 357. Stephen F. Snyder, Supervisor; William A. 
Lane, Clerk. 

1 877— Number of votes cast 377. B. F. Wetherbee, Supervisor; George D. 
Cleveland, Clerk. 

1878— Number of votes cast 358. Albert H. Spaulding, Supervisor; Chas. D 
Burt, Clerk. 

1879— Number of votes cast 386. Albert H. Spaulding, Supervisor; Daniel 
Dorsey, Clerk. 

1880— Number of votes cast 407. A. H. Spaulding, Supervisor; Charles IT. 
Mahaney, Clerk. 

1881— Number of votes cast 391. Amsden J. Anson, Supervisor; William A. 
Lane, Clerk. 

1882— Number of votes cast 387. Amsden J. Anson, Supervisor; William W. 
Snider, Clerk. 

1883— Number of votes cast 363. Geo. A. Aldrich, Supervisor; W. W. Snider, 
Clerk. 

1884^-Number of votes cast 413. Geo. A. Aldrich, Supervisor; Leander T. 
Yan Horn, Clerk. 

1885— Number of votes cast 453. Geo. A. Aldrich, Supervisor; W. W. Snider 
Clerk. 

1886— Number of votes cast 470. Stephen R. Allen, Supervisor; W. W. Sni- 
der, Clerk. 

1887— Number of votes cast 492. Geo. A. Aldrich, Supervisor; W. W. Sni- 
der, Clerk. 
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HOME OF MILTON BARNEY. 



CHAPTER V. 



SETTLEMENT OF HOMER TILLAGE. 

Fifty-five years ago, on the south bank of the Kalamazoo river, about fifteen 
feet due south from the present site of the Homer Mills, nestled the home of 
Milton Barney, the founder of Homer village or what was then known as 
Barney ville. Just west of the house in 1833 a small frame building was erected 
for store purposes, while to the east and north of the dwelling, a little saw 
mill had been built and the valuable water power was being utilized. The ac- 
eompaning illustration is a faithful representation of Barneyville, or Homer, 
in those days, giving, as it does, not only the outward appearance of the build- 
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ings, but the exact locations, together with the immediate surroundings, even 
to the roadway over the dam, which will be recognized by the earlier settlers; 
while further to the west and ascending the hill, is seen the time beaten In- 
dian trail over which, daily, traveled the long lines of "red men of the forest." 
In order to get a correct view of this illustration, the reader should imagine 
himself standing on the north side of the river, from which point he is looking 
south. Milton Barney was from Lyons, IS ew^ York. In the early summer of 
1832 he explored this region, and fully appreciating the valuable water power, 
surrounded as it was by a large section of country which for beauty and fer- 
tility could not be surpassed, he purchased a large tract of land covering not 
only the water power, but a large portion of the present village site, with the 
intention of not only making the place his home, but of making it a business 
center of considerable importance. After completing his purchase, he went back 
to Lyons for his family, arriving here on his return trip in September of the 
same year. At this time in addition to his family, Mr. Barney was accom- 
panied by an ample number of workmen, among them being Timothy Hamlin, 
Thomas McGruire, Henry Stanchel and a boy named Bichard Norris. Mr. Bar- 
ney also brought with him, mill irons and other material for the construction 
and operation of a saw mill. While the log house was being erected, the- pio- 
neers occupied tents, which they pitched on the bank of the river. The 'first 
night after the arrival, young Nor ris accepted the hospitalities of an Indian's 
wigwam, which hospitalities had been kindly tendered him by a "son of the 
forest." Soon after the arrival here, Mr. Barney procured the services of Osha 
Wilder, who was a surveyor, and proceeded to lay out the village plat. In 1833 
, he brought on a stock of merchandise, placed the same in the little store build- 
ing which has been referred to, and opened trade in the mercantile line. In 
the following year this little building with the contents was moved to the site 
now occupied by Mrs. Woodbury's millinery shop, and in the fall of 1835 the 
stock was transferred to a larger and more commodious building erected on 
the corner of Main and Sophia streets, the site being now occupied by O. L. 
Linn's clothing establishment. The first store building being vacated, was 
transformed into a school house and devoted to educational purposes, with Miss 
Aurelia, a daughter of Milton Barney, as teacher. This was the first school 
taught in the village, and it was taught in the first frame building erected here. 
As has been stated in chapter III, the building is still in existence and consti- 
tutes a part of a dwelling house on Hamilton street, and is now owned by Al- 
bert Collins. The second building already referred to, was burned in the big 
fire of May 3d, 1876, being owned and occupied at the time by M. W. Hatch as a 
drug store. 

In the spring or summer of 1833 Frederick R. Hatch from Hampden county, 
Massachusetts, and James Parsons from Lyons, New York, arrived at Barney- 
ville, the latter entering the employ of Mr. Barney, as clerk in the store. Mr. 
Hatch left his family in New England until the summer of 1835, when they, 
too, came to Homer, being accompanied by Samuel W. Hamilton and family. 
Mr. Hamilton was a brother of Mrs. Hatch. Mr. Hatch was a carpenter and 
builder by trade, and was the principal mechanic in the erection of several of 
the more important buildings in the place prior to 1839, such as Barney's second 
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store building; the Homer Hotel, erected by Mr. Barney in 1.834 and enlarged 
some years later; The "Green Mountain House" or what is now known as the 
"Commercial," put up in 1837-8, a portion of this house was being erected for 
Reuben Gridley, father of Abram Gridley, when Mr. Hatch purchased and en- 
larged the same with the express purpose of making the house a public inn. 

Mr. Barney lived in his log house, where he also boarded his workmen and 
entertained travelers, until the Homer Hotel was completed, when he removed 
to the latter, and opened it as a public house and as such it was kept until 
May of 1887— fifty-three years. 

In 1835 the buildings in the village could be enumerated as follows, which 
are given in the order of their erection: Barney's log house, the little store 
building, Homer Hotel, hotel barn, store opposite hotel, little building just 
east of present site of engine house, occupied by the Hatch family; across the 
street south a little house occupied temporarily by the Hamiltons, and later 
as a store by Hawley & Eley, this building now constitutes a part of Thomas 
S Dorsey's residence; a blacksmith shop on the present site of Allen Brothers 7 
shop near which was also a dwelling house, both being owned by Champion 
Eslow who sold the same the following year to Andrew Dorsey, father of 
Thomas S. and William A., now of this village; the John Burt house on 
Hillsdale street, near the present site of the residence of Mrs. Higby, a daugh- 
ter of Mr. Burt; and the frame school house still further south on the same 

street. , -, . , ,. 

The Homer Mills, which burned January 25th, 1886, and which occupied the 
site of the new Homer Mills, were erected by a stock company in 1837-8, at an 
expense of $20,000. The mill company consisted of Milton Barney, Walter 
Wright Nelson D, Skeeles, Asahel Finch jr., and a Mr. Piatt. In time Elisha 
Thornton came into possession of the controlling interest, and still later the 
mills were owned and operated by Thornton, Hiram Smith and Thomas S. 
Dorsey In January, 1849, Thornton and Dorsey sold to B. S. Redfield, and 
soon after, Arza Lewis purchased an interest, when for a few years the mills 
were run by Smith, Lewis & Redfield. In 1860 the property passed into the 
hands of B & E. R. Smith, and some twelve years later was transferred to 
the late Judge Emons, of Detroit, whose heirs in 1887 sold the water power, 
lands and mill site to Cortright & Sons, the present owners. The Calhoun 
' Mills lust north of this village, and which are now owned by A. H. Randall, 
were erected by a stock company in 1839-40, at a cost of $35,000, the company 
consisting of James Hopkins, Arza Lewis, Hiram Smith, J. M B Weatherwax,. 
Henry Cook and Abram Letts, the latter at the time owning the James Worth- 
ington farm. Anson Southerland, now a resident of Dunkirk, New York, was 
the millwright in the construction of both mills. 

An institution of early days was the "Farmers' Bank of Homer," it came 
into existence in 1837, reached its highest altitude in 1838, and became a thing 
onlv of the past in 1840. It was inaugurated under the plan known as the 
-wild cat" banking system and it was the first bank of the kind opened in the 
State the letters of incorporation dating August 19, 1837. Milton Barney was 
made president and Asahel Pinch jr., cashier. The principal directors were 
Mr Barney, Hiram Smith, Arza Lewis, Henry Cook, John Burt, N. D. Skeeles 
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and Walter Wright, of Homer, and Leonard Stowe, of Concord. At the time 
of its incorporation Asahel Finch was a member of the State Legislature from 
Lenawee county, and upon the adjournment of that body, came to Homer and 
accepted the position of bank cashier. The first counting room of the estab- 
lishment was in a rear corner of Mr. Barney's store, the business being trans- 
acted through an open window at the north end of the building, to get to 
which the patrons were compelled to let down or climb a rail fence. The same 
year a frame building for banking purposes was erected on the present site of 
Thomas Lyon's fine banking house, and still later the directors built the up- 
right of the brick building, which is still standing in the rear of the site of 
the first one erected. About the time the new structure was ready for occu- 
pancy, the great crash to banking industries throughout the country came, and 
the "Farmers Bank of Homer" fell into line, and with all its kind, closed its 
doors and became extinct. 

Silk culture was tried in Homer in an early day, when Michael Miller in 1840 
planted a mulberry grove, and constructed a cocoonery on the premises now 
owned and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Francis Stevens on Hillsdale street, Mrs. 
Stevens being a daughter of Mr. Miller. The enterprise proved a failure, how- 
ever, and silk culture was abandoned a few years later. Still another indus- 
try of early days was what later became known as the "Chicago Beef Packing 
Company," receiving its appellation from the brand "Chicago Beef" placed on 
the packages, and which brand in due time got the company into a little trouble 
which resulted in the closing up of its affairs. The company had, however, 
done an extensive business for a year or more, buying and slaughtering im- 
mense numbers of cattle and hogs, packing the beef and pork. A good deal 
of the stock killed was evidently not of the best quality, for in speaking of it, 
old settlers say some of the cattle had to be held up to be knocked down. The 
business was carried on in the building still standing on the north side of Piatt 
street, east of Sophia, which building is known as the "old ashery," receiving 
its name from being erected for, and used as an ashery prior to being converted 
into the "Chicago Beef Company's" packing house. Some two years prior to 
the erection of this building an ashery was built near the northern terminus of 
Hillsdale street on Jands now owned by the Churchill heirs, it was owned and 
operated by Henry D. Garrison, and was in charge of Henry C. Haskill, now a 
resident of Marshall. This ashery run two or three years and did considerable 
business. 

In 1836 David C. Morgan and Asel Woodruff both from New York state, ar- 
rived at Homer and opened a cabinet and chair factory in a building; erected 
on Main street, a short distance east of Mrs. Henderson's dwelling. They con- 
tinued in business until 1841, when Mr. Woodruff died. The same year of the 
arrival of Morgan and Woodruff, Henry Hawley and Amsden Eley, from Sara- 
toga county, New York, came and opened a grocery in the little building 
which has been referred to as being the temporary abode of the Hamilton's. 
Later, Hawley & Eley erected a building for their trade at the corner of Main 
and Webster streets, on ground which later became the site of Ellery P. Pot- 
ter's foundery which was burned in the summer of 1871. Hawley & Eley con- 
tinued in trade until 183&, when Mrs. Hawley became insane and the family 
returned east. Mr. Hawley died some years later at Schenectady, New York. 
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In 1841 Mr. Eley removed to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he died some years 
ago, and where his widow still resides. 

In addition to the buildings erected in an early day, and which have been 
mentioned as still in existence, we may also add, the upright to the dwelling at 
the corner of Sophia and Fulton streets, now owned by Thomas Rainey, and 
which was erected by William Vreland in 1837. It was originally located on 
Hillsdale street, on the present site of Rev. Bela Fancher's residence, and was 
sold by Mr. Fancher and removed to its present location in 1867. The house 
on the comer of Hillsdale and Adams streets now owned and occupied by Dr. 
Bangham, was erected in 1836 by Frederick Hatch, and was occupied as a 
dwelling by his widow until her death, August 20th, 1884. The house of Tho's. 
Walford was erected for a Presbyterian church in 1837, and was located 
at the south-west corner of Webster and Adams street. The stone house on 
Hillsdale street, now owned and occupied by Albert Collins, was built in 1837 
or 1838 by Milton Barney. Edward Henderson's dwelling house on Main 
street, was erected by Asel Woodruff in 1837. The upright to Mrs. E. Roberts 1 
residence, east of Henderson's, was built in the same year, by Mr. Morgan. 
John Hoffman's residence, opposite the Osborn House, north, was put up for 
Henry D. Garrison in 1840, and was occupied for a time as a store. L. D. 
Bradley's tenant house on Leigh street, and which was moved from its original 
location at the corner of Sophia and Everett streets, was erected by Ellery P. 
Potter in 1840. This building was for many years owned and occupied by Dr. 
Nims, and later became the home of the Westcotts. The main part of the 
residence of Dr. Cook, corner of Hillsdale and Leigh streets, was built in 1840 
by David Burt jr., father of C. D. Burt. The two buildings now used as barns 
by S. R, Allen and Silas Curtis, respectively, are worthy of mention, being, as 
they were in early days, the homes of two prominent and energetic business 
men, Hiram Smith and Arza Lewis. 

The first burying ground in the village was west of the residence of H. O. 
Cook, near the intersection of Main street and the C. J. & M. railroad. The 
spot was set off by Mr. Barney in 1835, especially for the sepulture of the dead, 
the remains of William Powers being the first therein interred, his death 
occurring in August of the following year, which was the first death in the 
township. A few years later what is now known as the old cemetery, located 
on Webster street, was plated, the lands being donated by Mr. Thornton and 
John Burt. The new cemetery was purchased and plated for a burial ground 

in 1874. . 

The first carriage making was carried on in 1836 by Geo. Ballentme, at 
present making his home with the Hendersons, in this village. Mr. Ballentine 
sold to Benton & Dorsey in the following year. In 1836 Asel Woodruff and 
David C. Morgan opened the first cabinet shop, and were the first to manu- 
facture chairs in this place. In 1835 or 6 Samuel Shaw did the first tailoring 
in the village, and in the year following, A. J. Chestney did the first painting. 
The first exclusive boot and shoe trade was begun in 1837, by 1ST. B. Eaton, and 
three years later Harvey Foote opened the first harness shop. Champion Es- 
low did the first blRcksmithing in 1835, and the same year Dr. Bonner, the 
first physician, came in with his saddle bags to look after the sick. Allen 
Deming commenced law practice in Homer in 1839. In 1840 David Benton, 
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Andrew Dorsey and Elisha Thornton, under the firm name of D. Benton & Co., 
began the manufacture of fanning mills, which had an extensive sale in later 
years. In 1841 a foundery was started by E. G. Champion, who sold the same 
to E. P. Potter and Rufus Hill, the latter's interest being purchased by L. 
Champion, the firm then becoming Potter & Champion. The new firm added 
a machine shop, a planing mill and moulding room to the establishment, and 
some years later built the first steam engine in the place. For dates and 
early history of our schools, churches, secret societies, etc., the reader is re- 
ferred to a chapter devoted especially to these matters. 

On July 4th, 1836, a dance was held at the Homer Plotel of which Mr. Bar- 
ney was proprietor, and one John Graham, then at work for F. R. Hatch in 
Marshall, was manager of the dance. The dance turned out to be a Marshall 
affeir, it being deemed that the Homer people did not have the right cut to 
their garments nor the graceful movements to their underpinnings to alla-man- 
left or do-si-do with the "calicoes" and u big neck ties" from the county seat. 
Our Homer people felt slighted, and concluded to have a time of their own. 
The event came off on the 14th of the same month, and David C. Morgan, Wm. 
Vreland and Richard ISTorris w r ere chosen managers. Everybody was invited, 
and those who did not dance occupied one corner of the hall, where they played 
"snap and catch him," while those who shook the "cow hides" monopolized the 
other, the division line being designated by a blue ribbon. Mr. Barney served 
an excellent supper and all had a good time. 

David C. Morgan once used a bed sheet for a boat sail, after which John 
Graham inscribed the following on the hotel register: 
"Captain D. C. with his excellent skill erected a boat down here by the mill, 
And when his sheets were well filled and he had a good breeze, 
He could sail about as fast as he could crawl on his knees." 
In an early day a young man went to see Mrs. Abram Letts' hired girl, 
(Letts owned the Worthington farm) and when he was returning home he w r as 
frightened by a lot of young fellows, who had hidden in the bush by the road- 
side. The young man yelling at every jump ran to a barn some distance 
away, where he remained until morning, and the next day gave a glowing 
description of how he was chased by wolves. The young man was Calvin 
Burt, who now lives in Detroit, and although he can not run as fast now as 
then, yet those who know him assert that he can tell a wolf story just as well. 



CHAPTER VI. 



OUR PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLERS. 



POWELL GROVER, 

whose portrait appears opposite page 19, was born atPittston, Luzerne county, 
Pennsylvania, November 2, 1806, of English-Scotch descent, his ancestors being 
numbered among the earlier settlers of America. His grandfather served in 
the war for independence, and his great grandfather was a soldier in the 
French-Indian war under Gen. Wolf. Powell was left an orphan at twelve 
years of age. Upon arriving at manhood he conceived the idea of settling in 
the then far West, and early in 1832 he set out for Michigan and located lands 
on section 11, of what is now Homer township. In the fall of 1835 he returned 
to his native state, and also visited New Jersey, where, on the 19th of January, 
'36, he was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Cool, of Knowlton, Warren 
county, that state, and with his young bride returned to his possessions in this 
township. From this union seven children were born, John C, married 
F. Adelaid Clark, Dec. 3, 1863, now resides in South Albion; Alexander, 
married Caroline G. Hartung July 3, 1863, resides in Parma; Milton, who 
died in infancy, March 16, 1844; Len, who resides on the old farm; Hiram 
Gardner, Indianapolis, Ind.; Josephine, who married Geo. H. Graves, Dec. 17, 
1863, now residing in Albion; Millie, a maiden lady living at the same place; 
and Dillie, who married William Anderson, of Romeo, this State, May 22, 
1886. There are two grandchildren, Mable, daughter of Alexander, and 
Frank J., a son of Josephine. Politically, Mr. Grover was a strong abolition- 
ist, believing that every man had a soul — the black man as well as the white. 
In religion he was a zealous advocate of the Christian doctrine. He died Oct. 
18, 1881, in the seventy-fifth year of his age, Mrs. Grover following to the 
eternal home two days later, both being laid away to rest in the Biverside cem- 
etery, Albion. 

RICHARD A. MCMURTRIE 

was born in Oxford, Sussex county, New Jersey, April 27, 1799. In 1809, with 
his father's family, he removed to Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, where he 
remained until early in 1832, when, as stated elsewhere in this work, he set 
out for Michigan and settled in this township, locating his lands on section 2 
and 11. On July 4, 1834, he was united in marriage to Miss Nancy J., daugh- 
ter of Frederick Ansterburg. Mr. McMurtrie's first house was a log cabin, but 
two years later he built a frame house. In 1839 he erected a barn 40x60 feet, 
with underground basement, and nine years later put up the brick house in 
which he died, November 27, '82. His first farm implements are worthy of men- 
tion, being made by his own hands from imaginary models of his own devising. 
The wheels of his wagon were circles sawed from the end of a large pepprage 
log, and the axletrees were of white oak. His w T heat was put in by the use of 
a crotched drag with wooden teeth. He went to Ann Arbor, or White Pigeon 
to mill and to get his plow-shares sharpened. He drew oats and pork to Adrian, 
where he sold the former for ten cents a bushel. At the time of his death 
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he was the owner of 520 acres of land, of which 240 were in this township, 160 
in Pulaski and 120 in Albion. He was upright in deal with his fellow men, 
was always full of sport, which made the home of "Uncle Dick" and "Aunt 
Nancy" a pleasant place to visit by the young as well as the old. Mr. M. had 
five children, Joseph E., married Cornelia Whitney, and lives in South Albion; 
John, married Ellen Patterson, and resides in this village; Aiten, who mar- 
ried Eila Thotfne, and lives in Litchfield; Sarah, widow of the late David 
Johnson, who died in Albion Feb. 11, '81; and Mary, who died in 1865, at 
which time she was Mr. Johnson's first wife. Mrs. McMurtrie is still living, 
and resides with her daughter, Mrs. Johnson, in Pulaski. Portraits of Mr. and 
Mrs. McMurtrie will be found opposite page 19. 

HENRY MORGAN MCMURTRIE, 

brother of Richard, was born in Oxford, 1ST. J., Sept. 30, 1806, and was-three 
years of age when the family removed to Pennsylvania. In 1831 Henry 
started out in search of a home for himself, traveling on horse-back he came 
to Michigan, and from here went to Kentucky. Finding nothing in the latter 
place suited to his taste, he returned to Michigan in the following spring, be- 
ing accompanied here by his brother Richard,- Powell Grover, and William 
Wintersteen. Henry purchased his lands of the government, his selections 
being on sections 1 and 6 of this township, where he continued to reside for 
sixteen years. On the 15th of December, 1834, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Violetta H. Leach, daughter of Elihu Leach, and sister of E. H. Leach 
now residing near this village. The ceremony took place in a little log cabin, 
which was the home of the bride. Miss Leach was from New York, and was 
born in Ontario, Wayne county, that state, in 1816. On her seventeenth birth- 
day, in company with her sister's family, the late Mrs. David Agnew, she set 
out for Michigan, The party crossed Lake Erie and arrived in Detroit where 
Miss Leach, her sister and the two children remained until Mr. Agnew could 
walk to Homer and return with ateam to convey them to this place. When 
Miss Leach came to Michigan' she designed returning to New York the fol- 
lowing year, but her father in the meantime having decided to come west, the 
return to her native state was abandoned. In 1851 Mr. McMurtrie moved to 
Albion for the purpose; of educating his children and four years later followed 
the tide of emigration to Iowa, and located 300 acres of land in Decorah, 
Wnneshiek county, that state, where on the 12th of November, of the same 
year, (1855) he died, and where his companion on earth still resides. Mr. Mc- 
Murtrie was the father of four children, Susan M., who married Theodore R. 
Grand ell, Oct. 23, '59, resides at Northwood, Iowa; Abner H., killed in battle 
near Jackson, Miss., July 12, '63; Thomas E., married Libbie Cook, March '67, 
lives, North Bend, Wis.;' and Violetta E., married C. W. Burdick, Eeb. 20, '67, 
and resides at Decorah, Iowa. There are five grand children, Violetta M., and 
John A., children of Susan; Allen S. and May C, daughters of Violetta, and 
George H., son of Thomas. Mr. McMurtrie was a man of high christian char- 
acter. He was generous to a fault, his house was universally the stopping 
place of ministers of the gospel, so much so that his brother "Dick" used to 
say; "The Methodist preachers will eat you out of house and home;" 
Henry's answer was; "Though I die poor I shall be rich in the world to come." 

WILLIAM WINTERSTEEN 

was born in the State of New Jersey, January 11, 1802. When a mere child, 
with his father's family he removed to Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, where 
he passed his boyhood clays, and on the 20th of June, 1822, was married to 
Miss Margaret McMurtrie. He came to Michigan in 1832, and returned for 
his family in the following spring. Mrs. Wintersteen died in this township, Oct. 
4, 1864. On the 18th of October, 1866, Mr. Wintersteen was again married, 
this time to Mrs. Deborah Smith. Mr. Wintersteen was identified in the early 
history of the township as one aiding with a generous hand all worthy enter- 
prises. It was at his house where the first school was taught, he engaging a 
teacher to teach his own children and those of his neighbors. He was unas- 
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suming in manner, quiet and unobtrusive, ever kind and cheerful and especial- 
ly so to those whose home was at his own fireside. On the 12th of October, 
1887, this old pioneer, in the winter of life and with the leaves of autumn, 
passed peacefully away, his life's duties ended, his work well done. Mr. Win- 
tersteen was the father of four children, all born in Pennsylvania, . H. Albert, 
now living in East Homer; Mary Ann, now Mrs. Daniel Penoyer, of South 
Albion; Sarah, who was Mr. Penoyer's first wife and who died Feb. 14th, 1862; 
and Henry, who also resides in East Horner, and who was married to Imogen e 
M. Rogers, August 18, 1855. Grandchildren.— To II. Albert: Franklin F., 
Annie O., who died Feb. 7, 1857, William H., Forrest D., Carrie M., RenaMaud, 
Mahala A., and Lewis S. To Mary: Sidney E., Julia and Sarah. To Henry: 
Almanda, who died in the spring of '63, aged four years. H. Albert has been 
four times married, first to Ruth Ann Rogers, who died Nov. 16, '58; second 
to Mary A. Wood, who died April 25, '64; third to Mahala D. Bentley, who 
died May 10, 71 ; and fourth to Mrs. Isabella M. Deming, who is still living. 

henry cook [portrait.] 

was born in Palestine, Montgomery county, N. Y., Feb. 16, 1788. Upon reach- 
ing his majority he worked for a time for his father, by the month, and later 
removed to Onieda county, where, on August 7th, 1814, he was married to Miss 
Maria Mumbrue, who died in Eckford, this State, June 15, 1871. The family 
came to Michigan in 1831 and settled in Saline, Washtenaw county, and the 
following spring came to Fckford, as has been stated in chapter IV. Mr. Cook 
was what might be termed a public spirited man, and was of a kind and gen- 
erous disposition. In church matters he was an earnest christian and a liberal 
giver. He and Mrs. Cook were among the members who organized the Con- 
gregational church on the Plains, in 1834, which church was merged into the 
Presbyterian church, of this village, which was organized in 1838, at which 
time he was elected deacon, and continuously occupied some official position in 
said church up to the time of his death, which occurred September 14, 1874. 
He was a large owner of real estate, at one time his lands consisting of 1,200 
acres. He acquired a handsome property and at the time of his death was 
one of the wealthiest men in this section. His homestead, which is now 
owned by his youngest son, Theodore, is one of the finest farms in Southern 
Michigan. Mr. Cook was the father of twelve children: John, born March 15, 
1815, was never married and resides at the old homestead in Eckford; Sylva- 
nus, born Oct. 25, 1816, married Lucy Oliver; William, born May 3, 1818, mar- 
ried Louise Cook; James Henry, born Jan. 26, 1820, married Lucinda Prior, 
who died in an early day, his second wife being Aurelia Osborri, reside in this 
village; Elizabeth, born Nov. 22, 1820, died Feb 17, 1862, being the wife of 
James M. Eamans, of Benton Harbor; Jane, born Oct. 29, 1823, died Oct. 22, 
1830; Stephen, born Dec. 6, 1825, married Mary Sheldon, resides at Benton 
Harbor; Christina, born Nov. 22, 1827, died Oct. 26, 1854, being the wife of Ozro 
Buckingham; Rachael. born June 29, 1830, now Mrs. John Powers, south of 
this village; Daniel, born Feb. 12, 1833, married Mary Bryant and lives at 
Riverside; Esther, born March 15, 1835, widow of the late George Mitchell, 
Charles City, Iowa; and Theodore, born March 8, 1839, married Julia Hafer, 
and resides' on the old farm in Eckford. 

john" cook, [portrait.] 

oldest son of Henry Cook, was born in Verona, Onieda county, N. Y., March 
15, 1815, came to Michigan with his father's family in 1832, since which time 
he has lived in Eckford, and on the same farm where the family first settled, 
or a period of nearly fifty-six years. Mr. Cook is an experienced and prac- 
tical apiarist, and for a number of years has devoted a good deal of time to 
the culture of bees. "Uncle John," as he is more commonly called by those 
who know him best, is of a generous disposition, has a kind word for one and 
all, and has not an enemy in the wide world. He was never married. 
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sylvantjs cook, [portrait.] 

second son of Henry Cook, was born in Verona, N. Y., Oct. 24, 1816, came to 
Michigan in 1832 and March 18, 1840, married Miss Lucy A. Oliver, who was 
born in North Hero, Grand Isle county, Vermont, Dec. 27, 1819. Miss Oliver 
was of a family of eleven children, herself and one sister, Mrs. Betsy Waldron, 
being the only ones now living. Mr. and Mrs. Cook resided in Clarendon until 
about 1863, when they removed to this village and have since resided here. 
Tor nearly half a century they have been members of the Presbyterian church, 
of which organization Mr. Cook has for many years continually occupied some 
official position, at the present time being a Deacon and Elder. They had 
three children, Emaline A., born January 25, '41, died Sep. 17, '42; Elizabeth 
M., born June 13, '44, married Walter P. Marsh, January 3, '72, now resides 
in Clarendon; Henry O., born April 6, '51, married Libbie Ingersoll, May 2, 
'77, she died Feb'. 28, '79, married second wife, Jennie E. Church, Oct. 10, 1882, 
and resides in this village. Grandchildren. — Sons of Elizabeth: Frederick and 
Henry. Children of Henry O.: Sylvanus G., born Nov. 11, '78, died Feb. 17, 
79; Libbie I. born April 6/85, and Helen O., born May 6, 1887. 

JAMES H. COOK, 

fourth son of Henry Cook, was born in Verona, January 26, 1820, came to 
Michigan in 1832, married Miss Lncinda Prior in 1840; she died in 1844. Mar- 
ried second wife, Miss Aurelia Osborn, Nov. 15, 1845. Children. — Henry Mar- 
tin, died Sept. 26, '49, aged one year and two months; Hattie E., wife of 
James P. Bickford, of Eckford; Emma L.; James H. jr., who married Miss 
Kittie Osborn, and resides in this village; and Helen Louise, who with Emma 
L., reside with their parents at the homestead in this place. There is but one 
grandchild, Edna, little daughter of James. Mr. and Mrs. Cook lived in 
Eckford until 1861, when they removed to this village, where they have since 
resided. "Uncle Jim" is the jolly as well as the fat member of the original 
Cook family, and his home is one of the. happiest homes in the place. 

teoeodoejeT cooiv, [portrait.] 

youngest son of the Henry Cook houeshold, still resides on the farm in Eckford 
where he was born March 8, 1839. About twelve years ago he was united in 
marriage to Miss Julia Hafer. They have no children. Theodore has one of 
the finest farms, not only in this section, but in Southern Michigan. His fine 
residence occupies a site but a few rods to the west of the original Cook cabin 
erected in 1832, which was not only the first house erected in the tow r nship, 
but the house in which the first school in Homer township, as originally or- 
ganized, was taught. Mr. and Mrs. Cook are estimable people, and relatives 
of each continuously share the hospitalities of their elegant home. 

milton barney, [portrait.] 
was born in New Marlborough, Mass., Eeb. 3, 1796. Upon arriving at man- 
hood he removed to Lyons, N. Y., and about 1818 married Sophia Dorsey, an 
aunt of Thomas S. and William A. Dorsey, now residents of this village; eame 
to Michigan in 1832, and was the first white settler in this village. In 1843 he 
removed to Detroit and purchased the Woodworth Hotel, which hekept-until it 
was destroyed by fire. He later went to Chicago, where he kept the American 
Temperance Hotel until the spring of '52, when with his family he crossed the 
plains to California and settled in Sacramento, where he died January 5, 1879. 
Mrs. Barney was born in Libertytown. Maryland, in 1800, and died hi Sacra- 
mento in September, '75. Mr. and Mrs. Barney had eight children: Aurelia, 
who married Elisha Thornton, now lives in California; Mary, now Mrs. M. d'. 
Kellogg, Oakland, the same state; Daniel, who died in California in 1859, or 
'60; Caroline, who died in Detroit in '45 or 6; Elanor, who married a Mr. 
Brady, resides in Sacramento, Cal.; Henry, who died here in Homer in '44, 
aged ten years; Delia, now Mrs. Ingrham, of Sacramento; and Elizabeth, who 
married a Mr. Coe and lives in Sanfrancisco. 
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OSHA WILDER 

was born at Gardner, Worcester county, Mass., July 16, 1784. February 4, 
1813, he was married to Miss Cornelia Anthony, who was born, at Fishkill, 
Dutchess county, N. Y., Aug. 10, 1791, the ceremony taking place in New 
York City, Rev. Geo. Spring officiating. Mr. Wilder came to Michigan in 1831, 
the family following the next year (see page 25.) Mr. Wilder died in Eckford 
in November, 1846, his wife at Marshall some years later. They had a large 
family of sons and two daughters, only one, Mrs. S. V. R. Lepper, of Mar- 
shall,' is now living. 

SAMUEL W. HAMILTON. 

Few of the early pioneers were better known in this and adjoining towns 
than Samuel Watson Hamilton. He was born in Granville, Hampden county, 
Mass., April 18, 1801, and was married to Miss Sarah Parsons, of the same 
place, March 9, 1824. His ancestors on his father's side were Scotch-Irish, on 
his mother's, English, but both families for several generations had been resi- 
dents of Masachusetts. He had two brothers and three sisters, one of the 
latter being Mrs. Mila A. Hatch, whose portrait appears in this work. Mr. H. 
with his family came to Michigan in 1835, arriving in Homer in June of that 
year. They came with the Frederick R. Hatch family, and the journey from 
Detroit, which was made with two ox teams, occupied a week. A Mr. Taylor, 
from Long Meadow, Mass., accompanied them with a one-horse wagon. It 
was a beautiful summer's day when the little party, as they came over the Con- 
cord road hill, saw for the first time the little hamlet which was to be their 
home. Mr. H. was a natural mechanic, and finding that a stone mason was 
needed in the new settlement, adopted that as his trade and on the day follow- 
ing his arrival here commenced laying the foundation for Mr. Barney's store 
building. In the spring of '36 the family moved into and occupied for some 
time the Barney log house, which is shown elsewhere. In 1837 Mr. II. pur- 
chased of the government the desirable farm south of this village, now owned 
by 'T H Janes built him a house and moved into the same the following year. 
Mr Hamilton was an active member of the M. E. church from early manhood, 
he w T as one of the first of the Homer society and was a steward and class 
leader in the church for mnny years. He took an active part in erecting the 
old wooden structure, which for many years occupied the site of the present 
church edifice. The itinerant ministers of early days always found a welcome 
under his roof. He was a noble and upright man. In politics he was a Jeffer- 
sonian Democrat. He died on his farm south of this village, after a long and 
painful illness March 31, 1851; his wife, one of the kindest and most devoted 
mothers following him to the world beyond, July 21, '64. She died at the 
home of her son-in-law, H. H. Dorsey, in Albion. Both funerals were held at 
the old M E church, and both were buried in the old cemetery on Webster 
street this village. Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton had eight children: Betsey Adelia; 
Milo D wight, OrphaClarinda, Emma Almira, Mila Almeda, Frank Parsons, 
Samuel Luman, and Sarah; of these, five are still living and are all residents of 
this State: Milo D., Monroe; O. Clarinda, now Mrs. HH Dorsey, Albion; 
Emma A., wife of Jackson Howell, of the same place; M. Almeda now Mrs. 
Frank Rice, Paris; and Rev. Samuel Hamilton, a minister of the M. E. church, 

Buchanan. 

MILO DWI&HT HAMILTON, [portrait.] 

second child, and oldest son of Samuel W. Hamilton was born in Blanford, 
Hampden county, Mass., Oct. 5. 1828, and came with his father's family to Ho- 
mer in 1835 His boyhood days were spent in this village and on the farm 
south of here, and his education was obtained in the village and country dis- 
trict schools, with one term at the academy in the old bank bmlding In the 
TOrinjr of 1846 he apprenticed himself to Seth Lewis, of the Marshall States- 
man, to learn the printing business. He was foreman of the Liberty Press, 
a free soil paper published in Battle Creek, when that establishment was de- 
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stroved by fire in 1849. In the summer of 1850 he went to Detroit, and became 
a member of the Detroit Free Press staff in the spring of '54, and the following 
year became commercial reporter for the Detroit Daily Advertiser, with which 
paper he remained until he left Detroit in '58. Me assisted in the organization 
of the Detroit Board of Trade in June, '56, and was elected secretary, which 
position he held until he removed from the city. He later became financial 
and commercial reporter of the Cincinnatti Enquirer, which position he left 
in 1860 to assume editorial charge of the Monroe, (Mich.,) Commercial, subse- 
quently purchasing that paper. He continued in charge as editor and publish- 
er until January of the present year> when he sold the establishment. He has 
been ,an active and staunch Republican since the foundation of that party. In 
\U he was appointed by Gov. Blair one of the commissioners of election to 
take the vote of the Michigan soldiers in the field, and was assigned to the 
Seventh Michigan Infantry and the First Michigan Sharpshooters, then with 
Grant's army before Petersburg. He was appointed postmaster of Monroe by 
President Grant in 1870, and held the office four years. He is a member of the 
New Jerusalem church (Swedenborgian) and belongs to the A. O. TJ. W., the 
Knights of Honor, and the Michigan Sanhedrim. He was married in 1852, in 
Detroit, to Miss Eveline S. Rawsoh, who is still living. They had one child 
only, Frank D., now a resident of Den and, Florida. The subject of this sketch 
was probably as well known in this village and township, when a boy, as 'any 
of the "young" pioneers. 

FREDERICK K. HATCH, SU., 

was born in Blandford, Hampden county, Mass., of Irish-Dutch descent, Aug. 
12, 1803. There he passed his boyhood days and in 1824 married Miss Mi la A. 
Hamilton, of East Granville, the above county. In May v 1832, he set out for 
Michigan, arriving here in Homer, or what was then known as Barney ville, a 
few weeks later. Mr. Hatch was a house builder by occupation and was in 
charge in the erection of several of the first buildings in this place, and also in 
the City of Marshall, among the latter might be mentioned the Dibble House, 
now owned by Mr. Getreli, the Circuit Court stenographer. In 1835 Mr. Hatch 
sent for his family, they being accompanied to Homer by the Hamiltons, as 
has already been stated. Mr. Hatch met them in Detroit. In 1837-8 Mr. 
Hatch erected the Green Mountain House, now known as the Commercial, 
for a public inn. Having completed his hotel he went to Detroit where he 
purchased furniture for the same, and upon returning was taken sick and 
died soon after arriving home, his death occurring Sept. 12, of the latter year. 
Stricken down in the prime of manhood, leaving a wife, and little ones In a 
land where they so much needed the care and support of a kind and industri- 
ous husband and father, but Mr. Hatch left a noble wife, a kind, energetic and 
loving mother to his children. One of his children in speaking of her and of 
his father's death says: "Our's was, indeed, a sad, sad home, though sur- 
rounded by those whose great hearts poured forth sympathy for the sad and 
sorrowing, we were left in unfavorable circumstances. My mother and six 
children were left to battle alone in this, our pioneer home, but our kind and 
loving mother, remarkable for her energy and perseverance, succeeded in rear- 
ing and educating us as well as the times and surroundings would admit. ,r 
Mrs. Hatch was, indeed, a noble woman, her many acts of kindness Avere not- 
con fined to those who surrounded her own fireside, but extended to nearly 
every home throughout the village, and no portrait in this little work will 
probably be seaned more closely by a great many, than the one which so faith- 
fully represents the features of her, whose noble life is worthy of a more ex- 
tended notice than the pages of this little book will admit. She for many 
years had been an active member of the M. E. church, and passed to her re- 
ward, August 19, 1884. Mr. and Mrs. Hatch had six children; Maitland W., 
born June 17, 1826; Sarah A., born March 12,1828; Helen M., born May 1 ( 1, 
1830; Frederick R., born June 18, 1832; James M., born in March, 1834; 
Frances I., born May 20, 1837. Maitland married Sarah J. Elston Dec. 8, '53.. 
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and resides in Marshall; Sarah married John Tillotson, May 16, '49, died in 
Pulaski in 1876; Helen married John J. Tan Yoorhies January 16, '50, and 
is now Mrs. A. M. Wood, of Chicago; Frederick married Emma Hamilton Au- 
gust. 1,'61, she died Aug. 15, '65, lives atOnalaska, Wis.; James married Zuba 
A. Rogers in April, 1855, and lives in San Jose, CaL; Frances married Andrew 
J. Shattuck January 19, '55, and resides in Clarendon. Grandchildren.— 
Charles O., Henry, (died in infancy) and Maggie A., children of Maitland: 
# EUa M., Floral!., John D., Fredericks., Maitland J., Albert, (died in in- 
fancy) and Elina L., children of Sarah: Sarah F. and Eva A., daughters of 
Helen: William H. and Sadie, children of Frederick: Ossian L., William D. 
and Geo. E., sons of James: Ernest, (born April 16, '57, died in I860, ) Edith 
1ST., Edson A., Nellie E., Harriett M., Albert J., and Claud J., children of 
Frances. ' • 

maitland w. hatch, [portrait.] 
oldest son of Frederick E. Hatch, was born in B]andford, Conn., June 17, 1826. 
Maitland's grand-parents on his father's side were Timothy Linus and Sarah 
W. The latter's maiden name was Shepherd, her ancestors being leading pa- 
triots in the Revolution. At the age of nine years Maitland came to Michigan 
with his father's family. About 1842 he began a three years' apprenticeship 
in the office of the Marshall Statesman, after which he passed three years as a 
tramping jour., in his rounds taking in Detroit, Battle Creek, Milwaukee and 
other places. He returned to the Statesman office, where he remained as fore- 
man until 1860, when he came to Homer and for five years carried on black- 
smithing with his brother James. In '67 he started in the drug trade, which 
business he has followed up to the present time, and is now with W. H. Elston, 
in Marshall. "Mait." is a practical business man, an exceptionally good drug- 
gist, is a jolly fellow, popular with everybody and has lots of friends. If there 
is any thing in which he is a little off, it is his politics — he is a republican. On 
Dec. 8, '53, he was married to Miss Sarah J. Elston, who was born in Pennsyl- 
vania, in December, 1835. They had three children: Charles O., Henry and 
Maggie A. Charles married Sarah J. Thorn, and lives north of this village; 
Henry died in infancy, and Maggie A. married Preston C. Mitchell and lives in 
this place. Grandchildren. — Kay C. and Helen L., children of Charles; Dor 
P. , son of Maggie. 

david burt jr., (portrait.) 
was born in the City of JSTew York, May 17, 1814; came to Michigan in 1837 
and located in this village, where on the 20th of March, 1839, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Manilla Johnson, who is still living and resides in this 
place. Mr. Burt was a carpenter and joiner by occupation, and put up a good 
many of the buildings erected here in an early day. The last year of his life 
was passed three miles east of this village on the farm now owned by Geo. A. 
Aldrich, where in the prime of manhood he died, Nov. 5, 1844, aged forly 
years. He was a member of Humanity Lodge, F. and A. M., and was a clever, 
kind hearted and energetic man. Mr. Burt was the father of six children: 
Geo. W., John W., Charles D., Mary Frances, James and Jane. George was 
born January 4, '40, died Feb. 16, '45; John was born Oct. 4, '41, died Sept. 10, 
'43; Mary was born Feb. 4, '48, died January 2, '64; Jane was born June 8, 
'53, died Oct. 4, of the same year; Charles D. resides in this village, and on 
Dec. 11, '73, married Hattie L, Snider, who died May, 17, '75, married his sec- 
ond and present wife, Manilla B. Richardson, March 22, '77; James lives in 
Marshall. 

michjel miller, [portraits.] 
was bom in Wolcott, Wayne Co., N. Y., Dec. 13, 1800; married Miss Lydia 
Dorsey in Lyons, New York, May 21, 1826; came to Michigan in 1836, arriving 
in this village on the 9th of December of that year. Mr. Miller was a Metho- 
dist minister, but devoted only a portion of his time to that calling and 
preached only occasionally. A few years after his arrival here he tried silk 
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culture, (see page 38) and later became a daguerreian artist, which occupation 
he followed up to the time of his death, which occurred Oct. 26, 1863. He was 
the first portrait artist in the place, and carried on his business in a little 
car with which he visited the different towns in this section. He was a jus- 
tice of the peace in an early day, was one of the charter members of Humanity 
Lodge, F. and A. M., and was its fourth worshipful master, being elected to 
that position in December, 1851. Mr. Miller was a law and order man and 
one who had the respect and esteem of all who knew him. Mrs. Miller was 
born in Libertytown, Frederick county, Maryland, Sept. 12, 1797, and was the 
youngest of a family of sixteen children. She died in this village Feb. 28, 1886, 
and was the last of this large family of Dorsey's to pass from earth. She was 
an aunt of Thomas S. and William A. Dorsey, of this place, and a sister of 
Mrs. Milton Barney. Mrs. Miller had been "a member of the M. E. church 
for seventy-five years, and was one of the original members in the 
organization of that society here in 1837, and up to the time of her 
last sickness was an active member in every matter which tended to be of 
benefit to the church. Aunty Miller ever had a kind word for one and all, and 
was beloved by the young and the old; at her funeral Rev. Wm. Brockway, 
of Albion, said: "She would not change her position with Victoria, the Queen 
of England, the Empress of Indian." Just prior to her death she said to those 
present: "This is the brightest, happiest day I ever saw; I thank the Lord. 
Now I know that the religion I have professed is no fiction. No, bless the 
Lord, it makes me happy in this trying hour. My work is done; my sky is 
clear; Jesns died for me." Mr. and Mrs. Miller had seven children: Elizabeth 
R., Sophia B., Delia K., George E., Deborah C, Mary H. and Julia. Elizabeth 
died in 1850 aged 23 years; Sophia married Harmon Wood Sept. 29, '52, and 
died in Litchfield Sept. 30, '71; Delia R. married George E. Hayes Dec. 25, 
^55, and resides in Albion; George married Julia Stowers Dec. 21, '58, and is 
superintendent of a state institution for the blind, at Wyandotte, Kansas, 
which position he has held for twelve years; Deborah married Francis Stevens 
June 11, '73, and resides in this village; Mary married Thomas Savier, of Port- 
land, Oregon, Feb. 18, '62, Mr. Savier died in March, '76; Mary is now living 
in Portland, Oregon, with her second husband, H. E. Jones, M. D., to whom 
she was married in Feb., '79, the ceremony taking place in Germany, where 
m rs. Savier was sojourning at the time. Grandchildren.— Eva E., daughter of 
Sophia; Delia D. and Thomas R., children of Delia; Fred W. and Clara L., 
children of George; Laura V., M. Louise, Florence A. and Helen L., daugh- 
ters of Mary. Great-grandchildren.— Henry Savier and Arthur, sons of Laura, 
now Mrs. S. M. Mears, daughter of Mary. 

ANDREW DOESEY. 

was born in Libertytown, Maryland, April 25, 1786. In 1800 with his father's 
family he removed to Lyons, N. Y., and on May 14, 1811, was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Ruth Shekel, of Phelps, the latter state. He was a lieutenant in 
the war of 1812; came to Michigan with his family in 1836, arriving in Homer 
April 3, of that year. In 1837 he was elected supervisor of this township and 
the same year was elected a representative in the State legislature from this 
county, taking his seat in '38. being the first person to fill that position from 
Southern Calhoun. He constantly occupied some position of trust and was a 
justice of the peace at the time of his death, which occurred in this village 
April 12, 1842. Mrs. Dorsey died here, March 13, 1865. Children.— Ann L 
born Nov. 28, 1812; Eleanor, born Aug. 12, 1814; Daniel, born June 20, 1816-' 
Thomas S., born July 20, 1818; William A., born May 15, 1820; Sarah H., born 
Dec. 13, 1822; and Ruth Ann, born April 25, 1825. Ann L. died July 22, 1813- 
Eleanor married James M. Parsons, May 18, '36 and lives in Marshall; Daniel 
married Margaret Burt Oct. 1,'40, and died in this village June 13, '83; Thom- 
as married Frances McCarthy January 11, '48, and resides in this village- 
William married Margaret McKinney Sept. 17, '44, she died in October, '64 
he married his second and present wife, Mrs. Maria Swart, November 15, '77' 
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and lives iu this place; Sarah married Edwin W. Curtis January 29, '50, died 
May 3, '53; Ruth died March 10, '41. Grandchildren living: Sarah and Ed- 
win, children of Eleanor; Andrew, John and Phoebe J., children of Daniel; 
ElishaT. and Kittie, children of Thomas; James P., William K., Thomas S., 
Ruth and Mary, children of William. 

thomas s. dorsey, [portrait.] 
second son of Andrew Dorsev, was born in Lyons, New York, July 20, 1818, 
where he passed his childhood days, and in 1831, at thirteen years of age, he 
went to Geneva, that state, and clerked in a store. In the spring of 1836 he 
came to Homer and with his brother Daniel, tried farming, On lands located by 
his father on section 14, this township. In 1838 Thomas S. began his business 
career in this village by clerking for Barney and Thornton, and for the next ten 
years as clerk, partner or proprietor, was engaged in merchandizing and mill- 
ino- On January 11, 1848, Mr. Dorsey was united in marriage to Miss J< ranees 
McCarthy, who was born Oct. 11, 1826. From 1848 to 1850 Mr. Dorsey was 
proprietor of the Homer Hotel, which became known as the Dorsey House. 
Some time in the latter year he removed to Grand Rapids, where he kept the 
Rathbun House, and in 1853 we find him in the mercantile trade in Jonesville, 
In 1S54 with Oliver Lynch and Cyrenus Orandall, of this place, and a Mr. 
Van Hovenbugh, of Jonesville, he crossed the plains to California. The party left 
Jonesville Anril '20, and arrived at the mines Aug. 29, of the same year going 
by cars as far as Rock Island, Ills. Mr. Dorsey returned to Michigan the fol- 
lowing year, and removed his family to the golden state in 18o7. In 18bl he 
a^ain returned to this State and settled in Qui ncy, where he kept hotel until 
1868 when he removed to Coldwater and went into the grocery business, wnicn 
trade he carried on until the spring of 1870, when with the hopes of improv- 
ing the health of Mrs. Dorsey, who had become an invalid frorn asthma, lie 
sofd out and the two accompanied by their then little daughter Kittie, again 
went to California, but that climate not having the hoped for effect, the iamiLy, 
in the v aJ of the same year returned to Michigan and settled permanently m 
this place. Mr. Dorsey has been in the grocery business here for the past 
eleven years, and has not only one of the most complete establishments, but a 
big and satisfactory trade. Mr. D. belongs to the order of Ma sons and has 
the honor of being the first person "raised" by Humanity Lodge, No. 23, ot 
which lodge he was worshipful master in 1871. He was also a caarter mem- 
ber of Mt Vernon Lodge, Quincy, and Coldwater Lodge, Coldwater, and was 
the first presiding officer of each of these organizations. He is a man who has 
not sought official honors, but during his life has frequently ^^f^J^ 
tn fill rations of trust Few, if any, were better or more favorably known in 
thif section^ sketch, and the same is 

me at ^present time. Vole" Tom is a land mark of pioneer tmoes. He 
is an enterprising push-ahead business man among us today. In politics, a 
Democrat n religion, is a believer in the Episcopal doctrine, pmldren:- 
Elffi .Thomal R. Lewis Cass, Willie and A. Kittie; Elisha and Kittie ; be- 
™he only ones living, both are single and reside with their parents, Elisha 
bemg the popular salesman iu his father's store. 

jomsr ballentine [portrait.] 
^as born in County Tyrone, Ireland, March 20, 1803; came to the United 
States in 1833, and to Michigan in 1835, arriving in Homer m June of th lat^i 
vear Havini but limited means, he went to work by the month and later 
™dan^OT and followed the occupation of 

SXS Years. On the 24th of March, 1838, he was united m i^- 
Snw to Achsah Ann "Bournes, who was born in Rose, Wayne county, New 
York AW ^^16, 1817%nddied'in Clarendon, Dec. 6, 1884. About 1860 he re- 
^tokota purchased in Clarendon, where t^ugh^ good 

management, he acquired a good property and where he died January 30 18o5. 
iSr Bffitine was a master mason and took the degrees m that order ml e- 
landinl832 He was one of the ten charter members of Humanity Lodge, 
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and was the last among them to be summoned by the Grand Master of the 
Universe to appear before Him in the Grand Lodge on high. He was a kind 
father, a good neighbor and respected citizen, and one who believed in the ex- 
istence of a Supreme Being who do'eth all things well. Children:— Mary L., 
George H., Clara J., John J., Edward F. and Zemira A. Mary married 6. P. 
Viets, Oct. 3, '59, and lives in Albion; George married Margaret 1ST. Garrison, 
Sept. 16, '63, and died at his home in Clarendon, Nov. 1, '81; Clara married 
Prank Vandenburg, Aug. 20, '65 and lives in Clarendon; John is single; Ed- 
ward married Plorence Chapin, of Watertown, N". Y., July 19, '81, and 
Zemira is also single; the three latter reside at the old homestead in Clarendon. 
Grandchildren:— George C, Anna, Lewis and Nellie, children of George H.; 
Edward, Jay, Ernie, (all deceased,) and John, children of Clara; Clara, Eoy 
and "Babe," children of Edward. 

GEORGE RALLENTINE, [portrait.] 

brother of John, was born in County Tvrone, Ireland, Peb. 22, 1811. George 
accompanied his brother to the United States. The two shipped in an old 
whaler built in Hull, for thirty-four days was out of sight of land and arrived 
in New York, January 16, 1834. George went to Cicero, Onondaga county, the 
latter state, where he remained until 1836 when he came to Homer, arriving 
here the day following the fall elections of that year. He was the first wagon-' 
maker to open a shop in this village and erected for himself the dwelling house 
which still stands on the south-east corner of Main and Webster streets. Af- 
ter a three years' stay in this place he removed to Albion, where on January 2, 
1843, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary L. Tichenor, who died in that 
village Dec. 26, 1878. Soon after the death of his wife, Mr. Ballentine came 
to Clarendon, making his home with his brother John, and is still living in 
this immediate vicinity. He was made a master mason in 1844 or 5, was 
one of the organizers of Murat Lodge, Albion, and at the present time is the 
only one of the charter members living. Uncle George through a life of indus- 
try has accumulated a property which in his declining years places him beyond 
want._ He is a kind and noble man, beloved by all who know him. He had 
no children. The following lines are of his own production and were composed 
for this work: 

"When I am dead and in my grave and all my bones are rotten, 
This little book will tell my name when I am long forgotten." 
Robert mccully [portrait.] 
was born in Mifflin, Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, September 13, 1795. He 
came to Michigan in 1829 and settled in Washtenaw county, where he re- 
mained three years or until the summer of 1832, when he came to this town- 
ship -and located the desirable farm north-west of this village, now owned and 
occupied by his only son, Andrew Prank. In October, 1836, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Harriett Harris, of Albion township, who died May 10, 1864. 
Mr. McCully was a fuller and dyer by trade and prior to coming to Michigan 
worked at that occupation in Pennsylvania and New York. He was of a kind 
disposition, generous to a fault, and was one of the "level headed" men among 
the early settlers. In politics he was an Andwew Jackson Democrat. He died 
April 20, 1867, and was laid away to rest in Cook's Prairie cemetery, beside his 
noble companion of earth, who had preceded him to the world beyond. He 
was the father of two children: Andrew Prank and Priscilla J.: Andrew Frank 
married Sarah J. Pease, May 1 , 1860, and lives at the old homestead; Priscilla 
died m childhood in 1840. Grandchildren:— Robert, James, John B. and 
Sarah, children of Andrew Prank— James being the only one now living. 

STEPHEN S. POWERS 

was born in Yermont, November 15, 1804, and married Miss Rhoda Hopkins 
of the same state, the date of her birth being February 10, 1808. The couple 
removed to Virgil, jSTew York, where the two sons, Truman and John were 
born, the former April 26, 1828, the latter January 29, 1831. In 1833 the fami- 
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ly came to Michigan and located in this township and in the spring following',, 
at the first election held in this township, Mr. Powers was elected supervisor. 
On January 14, 1835, Mrs. Powers died, which was one of the first deaths in. 
this section. Mr. Powers married for his second wife. Miss Mary Burt, oldest 
daughter of John Burt- Mary was born in New Jersey, Oct. 5, 1809, but at 
the time of the marriage was a resident of Homer, having emigrated to this 
place with her father's family in May. 1834. Mr. Powers died November 10, 
1841 ; his second wife January 4, 1866. Mr. Powers was the father of five chil- 
dren: By his first wife three, Truman and John, whose births have already 
been given and who are residents here, and Matilda, born in this village, Dec. 
14, '34, died January 14, '38: From the second marriage; Cynthia, who married 
W. J. Webster and resides in this village, and Mary E., now Mrs. John A. 
Zimmerman, of Barry county. Grandchildren:— Mary E., Charles, (died in 
'86) and willie, children of Truman, who married Rosetta De Bow, Oct. 15, '52;. 
she died May 2, '86; Stephen H. (died June 23, '69) and Florence, children of 
John, who married Rachael Cook; Mary E., daughter of Cynthia; and Hattie 
A. , Bert P. and Sherman J., children of Mary. 

john powers, [portrait.] 
second son of Stephen S. Powers, was born in Virgil, C>rtlani county, ISTew 
York, January 29, 1831, and cam3 to Michigan with his father's family in 1832. 
The family first settled in Oakland county and the year following came to this 
township, first locating in what is now Albion township, then in Eckford and 
later south of this village. On January 1, 1881, the subject of this sketch was 
united in marriage to Miss Bachael Cook, a daughter of Henry Cook, born 
June 29, 1830. Mr. Powers resides two miles south of this village, where he 
owns one of the most desirable farms in this section. He gives a good deal 
of attention to the raising of fine stock and especially horses, being at this time 
the owner of the celebrated French coach horse "Eastham," which is valued 
at $3 000. He also buys a good many horses for the eastern markets, and for 
several years has been one of the leading wheat and wool buyers of this place. 
John is a Democrat, always has been one and naturally thinks Grover Cleve- 
land is the best president this country has had for years. Children:— Stephen 
Henry, who died June 23, '69, and Florence May, now in school at Battle 
Creek. 

oharles wagoner, [portrait.] 
was born in Pennsylvania on the 17th of January, 1804, where he was reared 
to manhood, and where on the 5th of March, 1832, he was united in marriage 
to Miss Anna Mensch, who is still living and a resident of this village. He 
came to Michigan in the spring of 1833, and located the lands m East Homer 
now owned and occupied by his son, William J. Here he remained until 1851, 
when in company with Jacob Kiefer, Benjamin Mensch and William Hanson 
he crossed the plains to California. The journey was made with ox teams and 
wao-on Upon reaching the mountains the wagon was left and the journey 
continued, the party arriving at Hangtown, now Placerville California, July 
16 1851 Mr. Wagoner was of a roving disposition, the wilds ot the regions 
about and beyond the Rocky mountains seeming to have especial attractions for 
him There he passed the last thirty years of a life filled with thrilling ad- 
ventures. H3 became perfectly familiar with every quarter of the Pacific 
slone from Southern California away north into British Columbia. In 1864 
his son William J., went out and found him in Idaho, when the two crossed 
to California. William remained with his father until 1866, when the former 
returned to Michigan, and the following spring Mr. Wagoner went to Ne- 
vada where he died from the infirmities of old age in 1880 At the time of 
his death he had been a member of the Christian church for nearly half a 
centurv He was the father of four children: Julia M., William J., Philip and 
Lorenzo. William J., who resides on the old farm, being the only one now 
living. 
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james hopkins [portrait.] 
was born near Providence, Rhode Island, in 1791; married Miss Margaret 
Smith, of Virgil, Cortland county, New York, and in 1833 came to Michigan 
.and located lands a mile north of this village, the tract consisting of 520 acres, 
covering the site and water power of the present Calhoun Mills. In 1834 he 
erected a saw mill on the Kalamazoo near his residence. This mill run for 
about nine years. Mr. Hopkins w r as the first person who suggested the name 
of Homer for this township. He was appointed a school commissioner at the 
first town meeting held here, was also the first justice of the peace in this 
township, and officiated at the marriage of Richard McMurtrie and Nancy An- 
sterburg, July 4, 1834. In 1844 with his wife and four of his ten children he 
returned to New York State, where he- died in 1855, and his wife five years 
later. Children:— Abram B., Almond C, Aurella, Jennette, Angeline, Ar- 
dasee, Philip P. and James S., born in New York State, and two others born 
here, both of the latter dying in infancy. Abram is married and lives in Iowa; 
Almond married Mary Prior and resides in this village; Aurelia, now Mrs. 
George Robertson, lives in Oakland county, this State; Jennette married 
Alonzo Hotchkiss and lives in Virgil, N. Y.; Angeline married Charles Doo- 
little and died 'Dec: 27, 1880; Arda see was never married and resides in Ply- 
mouth, near Detroit; Philip is married and lives in Bingham ton, N. Y.; and 
James is married and lives in Milford, this State. 

almond c. hopkins, [portrait.] 
second son of James Hopkins, was born in Virgil, Cortland county, New York, 
May 31, 1819; came to Michigan with his father's family in 1883, and has 
since lived in this vicinity, being at the present time a resident of this village. 
On January 29, 1840, he married Miss Mary Prior, who was born in Junius, 
Seneca county, New York, June 12, 1820. In 1843 Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins lo- 
cated and moved on to a farm on. section 26, Eckford township, where through 
industry and good management they acquired a good property. In 1876 they 
leased the farm and purchased the pleasant home in this village where Mrs. 
Hopkins died, August 22, 1886. Mr. Hopkins is a man unassuming in man- 
ners, one w T ho has the respect of all who know him, and his estimable com- 
panion was endowed with those pure and noble traits of character that makes 
one beloved by a large circle of acquaitances. Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins had 
four children: Alvener M., born Oct. 31, 1841; C. D'Ette, born Oct. 9, 1849; 
Edgar L. T., born Sept. 6, 1853; and Nellie Dell, born March 21, 1862: Al- 
vener married Albert Andrus, Nov. 26, '61, and resides in Clarendon; D'Ette 
died April 2, '52; Edgar died May 3, '68; and Nellie married Llewellyn Flem- 
ing, Sept. 13, '82, and resides at Sault Ste. Marie. Grandchildren: — Justin, 
May and Leonard, children of Alvener; Ludille, daughter of Nellie. 

BERIAH S. REDFIELD [portrait.] 

was born in the Town of Junius, Seneca county, N. Y., March 1, 1807. He 
was the son of Luther and Mary Bedfield, who were from Berkshire county. 
Mass., and settled in Junius, N. Yl, where the subject of this sketch was born, 
and afterwards removed to Clyde, N. Y., w r here for many years they resided, 
and where the mother died, May 7, 1853, the father dying at Monroe, Michigan, 
June 10, 1867, in his 87th year. Beriah spent his early boyhood upon the farm, 
but when quite young entered a general store as clerk, and was afterwards for 
nearly his entire life engaged extensively in the mercantile business — first in 
Clyde, N. Y. and then in Homer to which place he removed in the fall of 1842. 
His father's family consisted of thirteen children, of which Beriah was the 
second son. Eleven of these reached maturity. Eour sisters and one brother 
are still living, as follows: Mary Lewis, at Homer; Sophia Lewis, at Monroe, 
Mich.; Albert P., at Clyde, N. Y.; Sarah D. French, at Homer, Mich., and 
Martha K. Hurd, at Eayetteville, N. Y. He was married at Marengo, N. Y., 
January 16, 1834, to Cornelia N. Parkinson, by whom he had seven children: 
John, Caroline, Chandler S-., Charles, Vernon, Beriah B. and Nellie: Of these, 
Caroline Marsh resides in Clarendon, Mich.; Chandler S. and Beriah B., at 
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Englewood, 111.; Charles, at Battle Creek, Mich.; and Nellie Kell, at Litchfield, 
Mich. Mr. R. died quite suddenly, of pneumonia, May 23, 1857, while still in 
the prime ana vigor of matured manhood, being only fifty years of age. At 
that time the family were residing on the farm now owned by H. PI. Parks. 
His funeral was very largely attended at the Presbyterian church, the 
sermon being preached by Rev. Bela Fancher, of this village. He had 
been connected with the Presbyterian church for twenty years, remov- 
ing his connection to the church here on his removal from Clyde, and was one 
of its warm and active supporters, aiding largely in the erection of the church 
edifice built in 1853-4. His wife out-lived him over twenty years, dying at 
the residence of her youngest daughter, Nov. 2, 1879. In politics Mr. Redfield 
was first a Whig, becoming a Republican at the organization of that party and 
was present at Jackson, with the immense mass meeting there convened, at the 
the time of its birth. He was an active, public-spirited citizen, always ready 
to do his full share in every enterprise to build up the village, contributing lib- 
erally of his means, not only in building the Presbyterian church, but also the - 
school building known as the Homer Academy. He was always hopeful and 
courageous — a man of noble and generous impulses, liberal to a fault, and of a 
sunny, genial temperament— Pie made and retained hosts of friends in this 
village and vicinity. An illustration of his resolution and unfaltering 
pluck and perseverance in the midst of reverses, is related of his early boyhood, 
when in going around a stump on the newly cleared farm, his foot was caught 
by a root, pitching him head-long to the ground. Rising and surveying for a 
moment the scene of his downfall with a resolute air and determined manner 
and speech, he said: "I'll try that again,' 7 and at once proceeded to put his re- 
solve into action. 

dea. arza lewis, [portrait.] 
one of the pioneers of Homer, was the son of Ezra Lewis, and was born at 
Derby, in the State of Conneticut, May 1,1799. While he was yet young, his 
father removed to the Township of Galen, near Clyde, in the State of JSTew 
York, and settled on a farm, where young Lewis grew to manhood. Plaving 
served as clerk in Clyde and then in Albany, he afterward engaged in mercan- 
tile business in the former place, continuing in that business in Clyde success- 
fully for several years. There he became acquainted with Mary Redfield, to 
whom he was married June 1, 1828, and with whom he spent half a century of 
happy married life, their golden wedding being celebrated June 1, 1878. In 
1837 he removed to this village and for nearly twenty years was engaged ex- 
tensively in milling and mercantile pursuits. He was an active, energetic and 
upright business man. Pie was one of the original members of the Presby- 
terian church of Plomer, which was organized in 1838, and one of its deacons 
for so many years that every one knew him as "Deacon Lewis." During his 
business life he was a liberal supporter of the institutions of religion and 
his house a minister's home. His convictions of right were firm and decided. 
With commendable foresight he secured the present site of the Pres- 
byterian church and parsonage, holding it 'till the old church edifice was 
erected in 1853-4. This, he and a few others furnished the means- to build at 
a time when the society did not feel able to erect a house of worship. His 
place in the sanctuary was never vacant while his health permitted him to be 
present, neither did business keep him away from the weekly prayer meeting. 
For several of the last years of his life he was badly broken down in health 
and for much of the time a great sufferer, yet he bore it all with much patience 
and quietness, and with feeble footsteps made his way to the house of 
God very regularly, and less than a month before his decease, w T as present for 
the last time on earth at the communion table of his Lord. Politically, Mr. 
Lewis was a Democrat of the old Jeffersonian school, holding strongly to the 
"inalienable rights of man." Being from principle decidedly anti-slavery, at 
the breaking out of the rebellion he became strongly Republican, and always 
afterward voted with that party, thus adhering to his early principles and con- 
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victions in regard to liberty and human freedom. During his earlier years in 
this village and before the question of slavery had divided political parties as 
it afterward did, he and other prominent Democrats and Whigs belonged to 
an anti-slavery organization of this town, Hiram Smith being president and 
Vernon Parks, secretary. In common with nearly all northern men of all par- 
ties, his feelings and sympathies were with the down trodden and oppressed in 
their efforts for freedom. Mr. Lewis had three brothers, Bennett, Isaac, and 
Hiram, and one sister, Eliza, who married Joseph Gibbs of this town. Arza 
and Isaac married sisters. Mr. L.'s children are Edward, Mary, Cornelia, 
Sarah and George. George was in the army, accompaning Sherman in his fa-, 
mous "march to the sea." He returned at the close of the war and emigrated 
to Kansas, where he died Feb. 25, 1872. Mary, who married Franklin Mead 
Esq., died July 31, 1874. Mrs. Lewis is now in her 79th year and tbe 
other children are living. Mr. Lewis died January 17, 1879, in the 80th 
year of his age. His funeral was on the Sabbath and at the sanctuary he had 
helped to build and where he had so long worshipped. The services were con- 
ducted by his pastor, Rev. A. S. Badger, who was assisted by Rev. L. H. Cor- 
son, of the Episcopal, and Rev. E. L. Kellogg, of the Methodist church. All 
the churches united in the service and nearly the entire community came to- 
gether to pay the last tribute of respect to one so well known, and so inti- 
mately identified with the early history of Homer and the Presbyterian church 
of this place. 

HIRAM SMITH 

was born in Westchester county, New York, May 24, 1804: On the 29th of 
June, 1828, he was married to Miss Hannah Parkinson, of Junius, Seneca 
county, that state, with whom he passed thirty years of wedded life, she dying 
in this village, August 4, 1864. He subsequently married Mrs. Lucinda Wal- 
hart, who died June 26, 1880. Mr. Smith entered into the mercantile business 
soon after arriving at manhood, and for some ten years prior to coming to 
Michigan was engaged in trade in his native state, in Marengo and Clyde. In. 
1837 he came to this village, and in company with Arza Lewis engaged exten- 
sively in the mercantile business and milling the firm's establishment for years 
being a leading institution here, and in fact one of the most extensive in 
Southern Michigan. He was'active, energetic and liberal in all enterprises 
calculated to promote the public good and build up and improve the village. 
He took a lively interest in educational matters, not only providing the best 
instructions and advantages for his own children, but rendering substantial 
aid in furnishing a school of high order in this village as early as 1845. He 
was frequently called upon to fill positions of trust, and in 1847, represented 
this district in the lower house of the State Legislature. At the time of his 
death which occurred May 4, 1874, he had been a member of the Presbyterian 
church for thirty-five years. He was the father of four children, three by his 
first wife, Byron, Mary and Edwin R., Edwin R. now a resident of Jackson, 
being the only one now living. One by his second -wife, William, now in 
school at Battle Creek. 

byron smith [portrait.] 
oldest son of Hiram Smith was born in Marengo, Wayne County, New York, 
June 30, 1831, and came to Michigan with his father's family in 1837. On 
December 7, 1871, he was united in marriage to Miss Florence E. Woodbury, 
of this village, who died January 1, 1875. Mr. Smith was a man of quiet and 
unostentatious disposition but possessed of fine literary and legal attainments. 
His early education was received in this village, after which he took a pre- 
paratory course of study in Albion, and later graduated from the State Uni- 
versity in Ann Arbor. He then began the study of law and was admitted to the 
bar at Detroit before arriving at twenty-one years of age. The practice of law 
not being entirely to his liking he entered into the mercantile trade in this 
place with his brother, Edwin R., the firm being known as B. & E. R. Smith. 
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In 1860, they came into possession of the Homer Mills, and for the next twelve- 
years carried on an extensive business in milling. The firm then dissolved, 
Edwin removed to Jackson, and the subject of this sketch again took up the 
practice of law, which profession he followed up to the time of his death, which 
took place in his office, October 28, 1881. Politically Mr. Smith like his father 
was a democrat, through and through. He was a man of fine scholarly mind, 
excellent literary taste, and one possessed of more than ordinary legal ability. 
He had two children, Halmer W., born September 17, 1872, and Raymond C, 
born October 1, 1874, both living in this village. 

ALEXANDER ARTHUR, [portrait.] 

was of Scotch-English descent and was born in the city of London, England, 
August 9, 1825. When young Arthur was about two years of age the family 
came to the United States, remaining for a time in New York City, and later 
living in Albany, and then in East Troy. In the latter place the mother died 
when Alexander was still a mere child. The father (given name Peter) and 
son then removed to Canandaigua, and from there came to Jackson, this state, 
where they made their home for a time, with a half-brother of the subject of 
this sketch, John A. Bacon who still resides in that city. In 1843, the Arthurs 
came to this village and engaged in shoe making, which business they carried 
on jointly until the father's death which took place November 18, 1855, and 
which business the son carried on through life, and for years had one of the 
most extensive boot and shoe establishments in this place. April 26, 1849, 
Alexander married Miss Sarah Eoster who was born in Virgil, Cortland county, 
N. Y., October 28, 1829, and died in this village, September 26, 1867. On Oc- 
tober 8, 1868, Mr. Arthur married Miss Nettie Gatchell who still resides hi this 
village. Mr. Arthur died very suddenly at his home in this place. May 22. 1875. 
He had for many years been an active member of the Presbyterian church and 
his funeral which was held at the family residence was attended by a large 
concourse of people, the business places in the village being closed on the oc- 
casion that one and all might pay homage to one whose life was a life of up- 
rightness and whose death, created universal sorrow in the community. Mr. 
Arthur w as the father of five children — From his first marriage; Peter, born May 
14, '52, married Ida Barnes, resides in Wyandotte-, Alexander S., born May 14, 
'55, died February 3, '63; James S., born February 17, '62, lives in this village, 
and Sarah E., born June 3, ^63, died September 22, '63.— From second marriage 
Maggie, born in '74. 

rufus hill, [portrait ] 
was born in Lvons, New York, August 7, 1817, came to Michigan in 1836, and 
located in this"village. He was a cooper by trade and for several years followed 
that occupation here. Later in company with E. P. Potter he engaged m the 
manufacturing of fanning mills, which had an extensive sale m this section or 
the state. In 1851, he sold his interests in the manufacturing business to Mr. 
Potter, and purchased the Homer Hotel, which he conducted as a public mn 
up to the time of his death, which occurred July 26, 1861. Mr. Hill was a 
Master Mason and his funeral drew one of the largest gatherings to assemble in 
this place on such an occasion in those days. Delegates from distant lodges 
came to pay their respect to the dead, and to assist Humanity Lodge in per- 
forming the last sad rites at the grave. Mr. Hill was twice married first , m 
1839, to Miss Sarah Deming, who died about two years later. April 16, 1844, 
he married MissLucey E. Bradley who was born in Lyons, New York, Septem- 
ber 4, 1819, and who is still living and a resident of this village. He was the 
father of eight children, Sarah Louise, born May 7, '45, married Orange Bug- 
bee May 31 '63, and died March 17, '75; Charles B., born February 19, '47 died 
November 15, '47; James F., born December 13, '48, still single and resides in 
Rutherford, California; Jennie M., born December 9, '51, married W. A. Lane 
August 23, '70, lives in this village; Henry A., born April 12, '55, died Novem- 
ber 21 T 56; "Babe," born March 12, '54, died in infancy; "William F., born 
March 15. '57, died March 30, '57; and Eclwin A., born July 20, '59, married 
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Linnie Brand, of Kedfield, Dakota, July 23, '85, and lives in La Mars, Iowa; 
Grand children, Alice, (now deceased,) daughter of S. Louise, and Sarah Louise 
and Mable Irene, children of Jennie» 

orrin ball [portrait.] 

was born in Virgil, Cortland county, New York, July 24, 1807. He was of a 
family of sixteen children, eight sons and eight daughters. His boyhood days 
were passed in Virgil, and in 1828, he was united in marriage to Miss Sarah 
Cogswell, of Cortland,' the same county. With his young wife he removed to Port 
Watson, that state, where for three years he worked at his trade that of shoe 
maker and currier, at which vocation he was an apt apprentice and superior 
workman. In 1834, he bade farewell to his native state, and with his family 
which then consisted of his wife and two children, Horace and Eliza, he set 
out for Michigan, and upon arriving here located and settled upon the desira- 
ble farm now owned and occupied by his youngest son, Charles O., in Albion 
township. For nearly half a century he occupied these lands, and through 
earnest toil converted them from a wilderness, which contained the haunts of 
wild beasts and a rendezvous of Indians into rich and productive estates bring- 
ing forth year after year harvests of golden grain. In early life he united 
with the M. E. church, he was one of the original members in the organization 
of that society in this place, and from its organization up to the time of his 
death the column of B's in the church record was headed with the name, 
"Orrin Ball." He died at the home of his daughter, in this village, June 2, 
1883, and was buried beside his noble companion of earth who had preceded 
him to their eternal home, December 4, 1881. There were three children, Hor- 
ace, married Cornelia M. Farley, November 24, '64, lives in South Albion, 
Eliza, married John Snider, November 24, '74, lives in this village, and Charles 
O., married Fidelia Gridley, December 5. '72. and lives on the old farm. 
Grand children, Elmer and Kose, children of Horace, and Nettie (born June 10. 
■'74, died July 15, '75,) Charles O., Frank, Arthur and Sarah Estelle, children of 
-Charles. 

john vandenburgii (portrait.) 

was born in Saratoga county, New York, Feb rn -try IS, 1811. When but five 
years of age his father died, and soon after John, his mother, one brother, 
James, now a resident of Albion this county, and one sister, Mary, which con- 
stituted the family, removed to Tompkins county, that state. There the sub- 
ject of this sketch grew to manhood, and on the 27th of February, 1833, was 
united in marriage to Miss Sarah Griswold. His mother, and his only sister 
who became Mrs. John Tyler, died in Tompkins county. In 1837, Mr. Van- 
•denburgh came to Michigan and located the lands now" owned and occupied by 
A. Cunningham, in Albion township. There his only children, Abram and 
Frank were born. In the spring of 1868, Mr. Vandenburgh sold his farm and 
removed to Cedar county. Missouri, and purchased extensively in lands and 
farmed it on a large scale. In August 1880, while upon a visit to a half 
brother, the late Chauncey Marvin, near his old home north of this village, he- 
was taken sick with pneumonia and died after a few days illness on the 10th of 
that month. Mr. Marvin was also stricken with the same disease and died 
nine days later. Mrs. Vandenburgh died in Eldorado Springs, Missouri, Sep- 
tember 9, 1884. Her remains were brought to Albion and interred beside those 
of her husband in Eiverside cemetery. Side by side they sleep, sterling and re- 
liable representatives of early days, and though dead, their worthy deeds in life 
have caused their names to live in grateful memories. Children.— Abram 
born June 11, '37, married Sarah J. Fabrique, in October '56, and was killed 
near Chicago by the cars September 10, '82, and Frank born March 3, '47, mar- 
ried Clara J. Ballentine, August 20^ '65, and now lives in Clarendon. Grand 
children.— John, (killed in Missouri, September 24, '87,) May and Charles, 
children of Abram; Edwin, Jay, (both deceased,) Erma and John children of 
Frank. 
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FREDRICK ANSTERBURG [portrait.] 

was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1790. In 1812 he was united 
in marriage to Miss Polly Hoster in Seneca county, New York. In the spring 
of 1833 he carne to Michigan and located lands on section 34 in what is now 
Albion township. The farm consists of some of the best land in the township 
and is now owned by Mr. Ansterburg's oldest son John. The first school house 
in Homer township as originally organized was erected on Mr. Ansterburg's 
farm. Reference to this school house has already been made on page 29 of this 
work. Notwithstanding Mr. and Mrs. Ansterburg had a large family of their 
own to provide for, the weary traveler and seeker of lands ever found a wel- 
come at their poineer home. If he was hungry, they gave him an abundance 
to eat. If he was weary, they provided for him a place to rest. In January 
1858, the subject of this brief sketch passed away by the hand of Death, his 
good wife following in June, two years later. Both numbered among the 
earlier pioneers, and both have now for over a quarter of a century been sleep- 
ing that sweet and peaceful sleep which knoweth no awakening until the resur- 
rection morn. They had nine children : Nancy, widow of the late Richard 
Me.Uurtrie; Catherine, now Mrs. William Juckett, South Homer; Betsey, who 
married J. A. Fabrique, and died in- June 1861; Sarah, widow of the late 
Ezra Benham, South Albion; Jenette, widow of the late Albert Sharp, Condit; 
John, who married Louise K. Shelp. lives on the old farm; Michael, who mar- 
ried Priseilla Putnam, lives in this village; Henry, married Uretta Shelp and 
died in 1862; and Fredrick Jr., who married Nancy Shelp and lives in Bancroft. 

ABRAHAM SNYDER [portrait.] 

was born in Belvidere, New Jersey, November 23, 1792. In 1802, with his 
father's family, he moved to Tompkins county, New York. The subject of this 
sketch though but ten years of age, and with no covering for his feet, walked 
the entire distance and assisted two brothers in driving eight cows to their new 
home. He was a soldier in the war of 1812 and was stationed for a time at 
Buffalo. In 1814 he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Ann McCutcheon of 
Dryden, Tompkins county, where she died May 7, 1836. In the spring of 1835 
Mr". Snyder had come to Michigan and located 440 acres of land on section 23 of 
what is now Albion township. This land he sold later, and in the spring of 
1846 removed his family to this state, purchased two quarter sections 28 and 
29, a portion of which constitutes the farm in South Albion now owned and 
occupied by his youngest son, Wesley. On this farm Mr. Snyder passed the 
last eleven years of his life, death occurring October 4, 1857. He was a man 
who in life had the respect and esteem of his acquaintances and his death 
occasioned unusual sorrow, not only in his own household, but throughout the 
community. He was the father of eleven children: Harvey, Amy, Lewis, 
Philip, Lucy Ann, Arad and Jerid— twins, Matilda, Cornelia, Chauncey and 
Wesley; but only Lucy, Matilda and Wesley are now living. Lucy married Fred- 
rick EL Newman January 19, 1847, and lives in Three Rivers. Matilda mar- 
ried Fredrick C. Belcher in 1848 and resides in South Albion, and Wesley 
married Harriet M. Waldron March 15, 1859, and resides on the old homestead. 

amos a. babcock [portrait.] 
was born in Worcester, Otsego county, New York, November 26, 1806. On the 
21st of October, 1830, he was united in marriage in Binghampton, Broome Co., 
New York, to Miss Polly Carr, who was born in Dryden, Tompkins county, the 
above state. In 1835 Mr. Babcock came with his family to Michigan, arriving 
in Homer on the 26th of October of that year, and located on section 8 of what 
is now the township of Albion. He purchased his land direct from the govern- 
ment, still occupies the same and is still in possession of the original deed which 
contains the signature of President Jackson. Mr. Babcock was a blacksmith 
by trade, but after coming to Michigan, in connection with farming, followed the 
occupation of a carpenter and in the latter capacity assisted in the erection of 
rnanv of the first buildings in the vicinity of his own home. On June 10, 1877, 
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his wife, that loving and kind friend and mother, that companion for nearly 
half a century, passed away from earth. The portrait of Mr. Babeoek seen in 
this little w r ork presents the features of one in whom these lines have induced 
an interest, and to acquaintances recalls the original. He had four children: 
James H., Edwin J., Olive L., and Daniel M. James married Anna Durkee of 
Albion, October 27, 1859, and lives in Philadelphia. Edwin died at Tort Gaines, 
Alabama, October 7, 1864, at the time being a member of the 6th Michigan 
Heavy Artillery. Daniel married Clarrissa A. Kern, November 21, 1869, and 
resides at the old homestead. 

rev. benjamin sabin [portrait.] 

was born in Pomfret, Connecticut, March 1, 1790. Died near Homer, February 
17, 1875, being nearly 85 years of age. His early life was passed upon the farm. 
At 19 years of age he was licensed to preach, and in 1810 joined the New Eng- 
land conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. After over twenty years 
of labor in the New England and Genesee conferences, he came to Homer in 
September 1836, living temporarily in Mr. Barney's log house. Judging from 
what is written in his diary, he knew something of the privations in common 
with the early settlers. Prom his journal of the first Sabbath after his arrival, 
we copy the following: "This has been a long, dreary, rainy Sunday. I am 
having the ague every day followed by a high fever, as are also two of our chil- 
dren. Last night the rain came through the roof of our home so that my wife 
caught the water in pails and pans to keep the bed clothes dry. The Indians 
encamped near here give the family much annoyance and alarm. The future 
looks dark. I would give all I possess to be placed back in "York State. 1 ' But 
with the clearing up of the skies, and a recovery from the ague, came a stout 
heart and strong hand, ready to dare and to do. His first purchase was the 
land now occupied by H. O. Cook and Henry Parks. Here he resided a year or 
more and then sold to Asahel Pinch, president of the Homer Bank. He after- 
wards purchased the farm now owned by the Bev. B. Pancher, and then the 
one on section 1 in Clarendon where he resided at the time of his death. Sub- 
sequent to his removal to Homer he gave several years to the work of the min- 
istry, in which he was greatly blessed by the promotion of revivals. Aggres- 
sive, positive, uncompromising toward wrong, he often said words that burned, 
yet, conscious of the infirmities of human nature, he manifested a forgiving, 
conscientious spirit that won for him the respect and good will of his opponent^! 
He valued the work of the minister of the Gospel above pecuniary considera- 
tion. To illustrate, we copy from his journal: "This vear (1816) mv work has 
been hard and laborious, on a charge in Canada. 1 find the members very poor 
the season has been unfavorable. On the 16th and 17th of June snow lay upon 
the ground as in winter. Little was raised except potatoes. A J y salary received 
for the year, has been $30, yet I have fared with the people. 'Whv should I 
count even my life dear unto me— so that I may win Christ.' 'Happy if with 
my latest breath, I may but gasp his name; Preach him unto all and cry in 
death: Behold, behold the Lamb.' " During the later years of his life, it was 
a pleasure for him to hold services at places remote from the churches, and 
after the frost of eighty winters had passed over his head, neither summer heat 
nor winter cold could abate his zeal to preach the Gospel. His home was the 
home for the itinerant, and a membership in the church insured his hospital- 
ity. Oftimes the brethren and their families came in numbers that would have 
appalled any modern housewife and produced a famine in the larder, yet the 
pork barrel and potato bin were always well filled, and to the plain wholesome 
fare, they were always welcome. He preached first in Homer in the school 
house, which stood opposite to where William Baby's planing mill now stands 
and labored for the success of the Methodist class— few in numbers and poor in 
this world's goods— until he saw it numerically the largest and strongest society 
of the place. Por sixty-five years he was a minister of that denomination, iii 
view of the changes of that time, is it any wonder that he gloried in what had 
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been accomplished? And yet with a brotherly feeling toward other denomina- 
tions, he counted many of his warmest friends among their clergy and mem- 
bers. Politically he was formerly a Whig, but was early identified with the 
.Republican party. His political creed was a matter of conscience second only 
to his religion. He prayed as he preached, and voted as he prayed. Like Sam 
Jones, he had a quaint way of stating things, and used to say: "Mix your re- 
ligion with your politics, as you put sugar in your coffee, and you will benefit 
the latter; but put your politics into your religion, like putting coif ee into the 
sugar, the former is spoiled." During the Rebellion he took a deep interest m 
national affairs and by word and deed tried to encourage and support the gov- 
ernment. His outspoken way often brought him into contact with those of 
different views. A prominent citizen of pro-slavery proclivities once said to 
him: "You mix your religion with your politics, but— 1 ' "Yours won't mix,' 7 
was his reply. A resident clergyman suggested to him that it would be better 
not to pray publicly for the abolition of slavery for fear of offence to some of the 
brethren. * "I will pray for the right, though devils rage," was the Luther like 
reply. Yet no one rejoiced more at the return of peace, or regretted more the 
price at which it was purchased. Thus like scores of others he lived and died. 
Fulsome praise and overdrawn encomiums are uncalled for, but it is meet that 
we remember the work and worth of the strong, courageous, heroic fathers. 
They planned largely, but built better than they knew. We enjoy more than 
they ever anticipated. 

rev. elijah cook, jr. [portrait.] 
was born in Rensselaer county, State of New York, July 17th, 1793. His fath- 
er Elijah Cook, was a Revolutionary soldier, who died and was buried on 
OoWs Prairie, Eckford, in the fall of 1839, aged 80 years. On the 5th of .Feb- 
ruary 1815, Elijah Jr. was married in Vernon, the above state, to Miss Cather- 
ine Poatrick. He came to Michigan in the fall of 1834 and located near the 
present site of the Free Will Baptist church in Eckford, where he passed his re- 
maining days, and where he died January 29, 1873, his earthly companion join- 
in i? him in the world of the righteous, January 1, two years later. Mr. took 
was an ordained minister of the Free Will Baptist Church and was one of the 
principal organizers of that denomination on Cook's Plains. Later m life he 
filled appointments regularly in Burlington, -Stony Point, Girard and other 
places He was an earnest advocate of a higher order of education and as such 
was one of the first to encourage and render assistance m the establishment ol 
the Free Will Baptist College at Hillsdale. He was a man of strong convictions 
and great perseverance, and one who wielded a good moral and religious mllu- 
ence in the community in which he lived. He was ever ready to render aid for 
<roud and benevolent works, and especially so in helping to buildup and sustain 
new and weak churches. Not one, perhaps, of our our early pioneers had a 
larger circle of acquaintances in this and adjoining counties than Elijah Cook, 
and none were more favorably known. Children: Eliza Ann J. E. Hutchin- 
son Harriet W Henry P., Minerva, Charlotte S., Catherine, Lockwood. Eliza 
nwried Darnel DunaMn, and died in Eckford, December 22, 1880. Hutchmson 
married Martha M. Walker and resides in this village, Harriet m^^ 
iam Cherry and resides at Pentwater Henry R married Julm L Wal kei ana 
resides in Eckford. Minerva is now Mrs. Wm. Posecranfz of Marshall Chai- 
lottete now Mrs. Joshua Henshaw, Grand Rapids. Catherine married Frank 
Mead and died in 1850. Lockwood married Priscilla Harris, and died at the old 
homestead June 24, 1876. Gi and children: Albert (deceased) Alma and Ada, 
Sen of Eliza; Byron D., Charles H., Kittle, Clara, Ella and Jared children 
of Hutchinson; Nellie, daughter of Henry; Charles and Homw sons of . Minerva; 
Nellie and Flora, daughters of Charlotte; and Harry, son of Lockwood. 

eli t. chase [portrait.] 
was born in Kinderhook, Columbia county, New York, December 8, 1813. At 
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the ago of 14 Eli set out for himself, going to Monroe, where he resided with, 
an uncle until the latter's death, after which he remained in the same family 
until arriving at manhood, with the exception of a part of one year passed in 
working on the canal. About this time Mr. Chase had an attack of what was 
called "Michigan fever," the ailment having been brought about through re- 
ports that eighty acres of land could be purchased in Michigan for one hundred 
dollais. His spare earnings were laid aside, and on the 20th of January, 1835, 
in company with Elijah Cook and Daniel Dunakin and wife, young Chase set 
out for the Wolverine State. The journey was a slow one consuming twenty 
two days. The first place the party dined after reaching their destination was 
at, Deacon Henry Cook's. Mr. Chase purchased his longed for eighty acres of 
land and after paying for the same, his earthly possessions consisted of his 
land, clothes, an axe and three dollars in money. His friends in the east told 
him the land was poor in Michigan, that it was a sicklv country and that he 
would bo back in the spring, but Mr. Chase had the "get there Ely" and had 
come to stay. He worked the first season by the month and took his pay in 
cattle. He found time however to break up five acres of his land the first sum- 
mer, and early made other improvements. The first wheat marketed in this 
village was sold by Mr. Chase, he and T. S. Dorsey weighing the same with a 
pair of steelyards. September 3, 1837, he was united in marriage to Miss Mar- 
garette A. Whitcomb, daughter of the late Rev. Samuel Whitcomb, first pastor 
of the Free Will Baptist church on the Plains. Air. Chase is an active member 
of that church and was one of its principal organizers and is the only one now 
living. Eor one-half a century he has taken an active interest in educational 
matters, and was one of the original committee that established Hillsdale Col- 
lege, and voted for its removal from Spring Arbor to Hillsdale. At the first 
township meeting held in Eckford, he was elected constable and in later "years 
occupied the position of township treasurer, commissioner, justice of the peace, 
etc. Mr. Chase says the first salt he' bought, the neighbors combined, purchased 
a barrel paying nine dollars for the same. This was'in 1838. The first religious 
meeting he attended in Eckford was at the house of Deacon Cook, Rev. John 
D. Pierce preaching a sermon. Mr. and Mrs. Chase had a family of nine child- 
ren, six have grown to manhood and womanhood and have families of their 
own while three have been laid away in the silent tomb. On the old farm in 
Eckford still resides the subject of this sketch and his noble wife; for over half 
a century they have journied together, ever sharing in each others joys and 
each others sorrows. The children living have grown up and departed from 
their parental roof, and only the two old pioneers are now the occupants of 
that dear old home, but both are blessed with health, both are loved by their 
acquaintances, both respected by all who know them, and both can look in- 
to the future with the perfect assurance that a reward is awaiting for them in 
the world to come. Children :— Alfonso, Henry W. and Charles W., (all de- 
ceased) Mary, now Mrs. E. L. Kingsland, Hager, Berrien county; Frank, who 
mamecl Jennie Robinson and lives in Sweetzer, Indiana; John, who married 
Eva Uncerhill lives m Berrien county; Melville C, who married Linda Shafer, 
and resides on the old farm; Charles W., 2d, married Satie Woolley, and re- 
sides mEaulkton, Dakota, and Dora, now Mrs. John H. Graham, of St. Joseph. 

orlin h. putnam [portraits.] 
was born in New Hampshire, July 3, 1814. Only his early boyhood clays were 




30th of that month, locating on section 3. On the 5th of April, 1838, Mr. Put- 
nam was united in marriage to Miss Caroline Brown who was' born' in Rome 
Oneida county, 1ST. Y., June 6, 1815. They continued to reside in Clarendon 
until 1858, when they purchased and removed to the farm in Eckfora, where 
they have since lived and where they are surrounded by all that heart could 
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wisb, and where in their declining years they -are in the enjoyment of all the 
comforts of an elegant farm home. They are estimable people and have the 
love and respect of a large circle of friends and acquaintances. Mr. and Mrs. 
Putnam had nine children all grown to manhood and womanhood. Lou ana A. 
was born March 13, '40; Charles B., May 10, '42; Frank O., April 6, '44; Fanny 
A., January 8, '46; George A.., March 8, '48; Henry O., April 3, '50; John II., 
and Eliza H. twins, May 19, '53, and Edward, September 19, \55. Louana 
is now Mrs. Wm. E. Griggs, Northville; Frank married May Jackson, and 
lives m Sunfiekl; Fanny is now Mrs Thomas VanBuren, and also resides in 
Sunneld; George married Helen Philips and lives in Plainfield, Iosco county; 
Henry married Emma Mains, and resides in Sunfiekl; John married Julia 
Dodge, and lives in Eckford, and Eliza married Wm. H. II. Pandy, and Jives 
in Spring Arbor, and Edwin married Stella Bryant, and is now living at the 
old homestead. 

DR. GEORGE W. BLAIR [poi'tiait.] 

was born in Brattleborough, Vermont, February 17, 1806. George's mother 
died when he was a mere child and he was left to care for himself, living with 
his grandparents. He was an energetic boy and his education was commenced 
and continued for years at night, by the light supplied by burning pine knots, 
his days being passed in performing the tasks set for him. At the age of seven- 
teen years he came to Western New York, where he studied his chosen pro- 
fession that of a physician with a Dr. Billings, an eminent practitioner. While 
studying medicine George supported himself by teaching school, and by his 
own exertions alone, took a collegiate course at Carolton College, a leading 
institution where he graduated with honors in June 1833. He then returned 
to New York, where he practiced for a time and then came to Michigan, looked 
the state over and settled in this village, then known as Barneyville, in 1836. 
In 1837, he went back to New York, where he married Miss Betsey Cleveland, 
who was bom in Oneida county, that state, April 16, 1812. With his young 
bride he returned to Homer, the journey being made with a horse and carriage. 
Here he passed the remaining years of a long and useful life. But few if any 
of the earlier physicians in this county were better or more favorably known, 
but few if any in this county had a more extensive practice. His pioneer life 
was full of interesting incidents with Indians, and thrilling adventures with 
wild beasts of prey. Many a time had he been turned to the road side by the 
bear, more than once at night time had he for hours taken refuge in a tree, 
away from the wolves. In early days he traveled on horseback, many times 
journeying ten and twenty miles to visit the sick, guided in his travel by marked 
trees. He continued in active practice until 1869, when a severe and pro- 
tracted illness with typhoid fever unfitted him from riding. His last illness 
was from a fall which resulted in the return of a nervous prostration, death 
occurring May 27, 1881. His companion still lives and resides at the old home. 
In her youth she embraced the Christian religion, and has since lived in ac- 
cordance with its teachings and precepts. In 1884, a stroke of paralysis rudely 
announced the uncertainty of life, and with shattered constitution, she who 
was once so active, awaits the inevitable and unexceptional call to give an ac- 
count of her stewardship to her Divine Master. Children: — Ellen M., born 
October 3, '38; Anson C, born August 9, '40; Cornelia C, born February 28, 7 42; 
Edwin W., born August 16, '43 and Albert II., born June 12, '48. Ellen is at 
the homestead caring for her mother, Anson and Cornelia, both died young; 
Edwin married Helen A. Palmer, (see portrait and sketch elsewhere) and Al- 
bert married Ella A. Smith, lives east of this village and has two children, 
Bessie L. and Maud L. 

dr. d wight b. istims [portrait] 
was of English descent, his anseestors emigrating to this country in colonial 
times. He was a son of James and Luey Nirns, the latter's maiden name be- 
ing Boyden, and was of a family often children, two of which, Lucy, who mar- 
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ried Fordyce F. Orcott, and Horace are still living, the latter in Columbia, 
S. C. Dwight was born in Conway, Massachusetts, September 12, 1808. His 
professional education was received at the Fairfield, N. Y., College of Physici- 
ans and Surgeons,western district, and at the Berkshire Medical Institute, his 
degree of M. D. being conferred at the latter institution in June 1833. In the 
same year he entered upon the practice of his profession in the state of New 
York, and on the 8th of September, 1834, was united in marriage to Miss 
Anna A. White, the ceremony taking place in Marcellus, the above named 
state. In 1835, he came with his family to Michigan locating in Clinton, and 
in 1839, removed to this village. Here he lived practicing his profession with 
eminent ability and success until late in 1864, when he removed to Jackson 
city. Dr. Ninas was a man of line natural talents, good education, excellent 
social qualities, and one of the best read and successful physicians in central 
Michigan. He was a membei of the Onondaga county, 1ST. Y., Medical Society, 
the Calhoun County Medical Society, the Jackson County Medical Society, be- 
ing President of the latter. He was also a member of the Michigan State 
Medical Society, and from 1856, up to the time of his death, was a member of 
the American Medical Association. He was one of the early pioneers in his 
chosen profession in this section, was an honorable man, one held in high es- 
teem by his professional brethren, and although he had lived the Psalmist's 
three score and ten years, his death which occurred in Jackson, April 15, 
1879, was deeply regretted by all who knew him. He was a Master Mason. 
In religion he was an Episcopalian — In politics an ardent democrat. Mrs. 
Nims is still living and resides in Muskegon. Children: — Frederic A., Mil- 
dred L. and Leslie I., only the two former being now living and both are mar- 
ried. Frederic is a prominent attorney at Muskegon and Mildred is now Mrs. 
C. P. Goodwin, and resides in Toledo, Ohio. 

dr. vernon parks [portrait] 

was born of New England parentage on the 14th day March, 1812, in the town 
of Livonia, Livingston county, state of New York. The earliest date men- 
tioned in his family record, is the year 1740, when his great grandfather Na- 
thaniel Parks was a resident of Guilford, Connecticut. The Parks' family was 
undoubtedly of English origin. Yet in his veins ran also the blood of the 
Huguenots, of France, for his father's mother, whose maiden name was 
Anna Beaumont was descended directly from that people. Born to no heritage 
of wealth or ease, the years of his minority were spent in assisting his father 
in the labors incident to the clearing up, and cultivation of a new farm. His 
opportunities for acquiring an education, though they might be lightly esteemed 
at the present day, were good for that time and place. While his summers were 
mostly spent in labor on the farm, the comparatively leisure time of winter was 
devoted to study, and attendance at a good common school in the district where 
he lived. So good use did he make of his opportunities that when he was 
seventeen years of age, at the solicitation of his teacher, he engaged in teaching 
the winter term of a school in a neighboring district. Six successive winter 
terms of teaching constituted the sum of his labors in that direction. 
In the spring of 1832 he removed with the family to the town of Pembroke, 
Genesee county, 1ST. Y., where his father, having sold his place in Livonia, had 
bought another and larger farm. In the spring of 1834, after the close of his 
winter term of school, he entered the office of Dr. Aaron Long, at Long's Cor- 
ners, (now Corfu,) a small village in the town of Pembroke and began the 
study of medicine, and the years 1835-6, he spent at the Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege in Philadelphia. Pie took his second course of lectures at the Farifield 
Medical College, jST. Y., at which institution he was graduated with the degree 
of M. D. in 1837. Soon after completing his collegiate course he entered into 
partnership with Dr. Long, in whose office he had pursued his studies from 
the beginning. A few months after his graduation, occurred his marriage to 
Fidelia Bradley who was then residing at Pembroke, and not far from a year 
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later he made a profession of religion and united with the Presbyterian church. 
In the winter of 1838-9 he made a prospecting tour to Michigan, and in the 
spring of 1839 he removed with his family to this village, where he continued 
to reside until his death, which occurred on the 16th of May, 1863. After lo- 
cating at Homer his principal occupation was the practicing of his profession, 
although he engaged in various business pursuits in all of which as well as his 
profession, he achieved a laudable degree of success. As a citizen he was 
public spirited and took a prominent part in all matters of public interest, es- 
pecially in the building of churches and schools, as well as other enterprises 
which were calculated to promote the prosperity and importance of the place in 
which he lived. His family at the time of his locating in Homer," consisted of 
his wife and one child, Minette, born November 16, 1838. On September 14, 
1841, a son, Charles E. was born, who died in infancy, as did also the daughter, 
Minette. The children of his family who survived him were Henry H., born 
April 23,1843; Albert V., born June 2, 1845: Mary E., born June 30, 1850; all 
of whom are now residents of Homer. His wife survived him nine years, her 
death occurring April 15, 1872. ( 

EDWARD HENDERSON [portrait] 

was born February 2, 1807, in the Parish of Killucan, County WestMeath, Ire- 
land. He was early apprenticed to a tailor, learned the trade, worked in dif- 
ferent places in his native land, until April 5, 1832, when he embarked in a 
sailing vessel from the city of Dublin for America, landing in Quebec, after a 
voyage of sixty three days. This was the year of the great cholera epidemic, 
and Mr. II. was in the very midst of it during his stay in Quebec, faithfully 
doing what he could to alleviate suffering. From Quebec he removed to Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and from there, in the year 1837, came to Homer where he has 
since lived. He whs married in 1839 to Miss Fanny Bordwell, who died in 
September 1840, leaving an infant daughter, Frances B., born September 6, 
1840, and now the wife of William J. Gregg, of Homer. In 1842 Mr. Hender- 
son was again married, his second wife being Mrs. Fanny Woodruff. Two chil- 
dren were" the fruit of this union. William E I ward, born October 1, 1845, who 
was married to Miss Elida Smith of Litchfield in June, 1869, and is at present 
an engineer on the Michigan Central railroad and lives in Jackson. The other, 
Sarah Foster, born April 26, 1850, also lives in Jackson, being the wife of 
George Peppet, who is also an engineer on the Michigan Central. Mr. and Mrs. 
Peppet have an interesting family of four children: Fanny, who is almost a 
young lady, and three noble boys, Freddie, Eddie and Georgie. For many years 
Mr. Henderson was the leading druggist in Homer and because of his skill and 
great kindness and success in nursing the sick he has won and still unwillingly 
wears the sobriquet of "Dr." He has served the township of Homer as Clerk, 
and was for sixteen years Postmaster of Homer, being commissioned under 
President Lincoln. Mr. Henderson distinctly remembers the funeral obsequies 
of Sir Edward Pakenham, who was the British commander at the battle of New- 
Orleans and was killed in that memorable fight, and whose remains were taken 
back to Ireland and buried in the ancestral estate in the parish of Killucan. 
Mr. Henderson was one of the original members of the Presbyterian church or- 
ganized in Homer in 1838 and was for many years an elder and deacon in the 
church. With the exception of John Janes, he is the only living survivor of the 
original membership. 

michael gregg [portrait.] 
comes from Scotch parentage, who were during our struggle for national in- 
dependence, firm and unflinching patriots, his grandfather after whom he 
was named, and who was born in 1758, having served both as private and officer 
in the continental army. An ink horn carried by this Michael Gregg was 
among the revolutionary relics at the Centennial. The present Michael Gregg 
was born on Christmas day, 1811, on the banks of the Delaware, n Bucks 
county, Pennsylvania. On October 29th, 1835, he was married to Miss Euth 
Warner Clark, who was four years his junior, and who is also a native of Bucks 
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comity. The young couple moved to Michigan in 1836, first making their home 
in Teeumseh, but removed to Clarendon in 1837, and thence to Homer m 1849. 
They are the parents of four children, one of whom died in infancy. 
John Clark Gregg, the eldest, (of whom a more extended notice is found else- 
where in this book) was born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, September 28, 
1836, and died in the city of Washington, while in the military service of his 
country, January 9, 1863. William J. was born in Clarendon, Michigan, July 
22, 1839, and was married to Miss Frances Bordwell Henderson, October 30, 
1867. They reside in Homer and have one daughter, Edith Louise. Eva 
Frances, the youngest child of M. and li. W. Gregg was born in Homer, Feb. 
21, 1853, and was married in July 3, 1874, to Clarence A. Barnum, and theynow 
live in Elmira, in the northern part of Michigan, with a happy little family of 
four "interesting children, John A., Mary F., Louise and Willie. Mr. and Mrs. 
Giegg in their home in Clarendon experienced all the hardships of pioneer life, 
the entire family being u clothecl with pure linen clean and white" manufactured 
by Mrs. G-.'s own hands. At one time their cabin was of the most primitive 
character, but it was covered with fine black walnut plank of three thicknesses, 
which at present prices would, if sold, have paid for a palatial residence. Mr. 
G. about this time invented a rude corn grinding apparatus, spoken of elsewhere 
in this book, and also a device for making rope. In early life Mr. G. was very 
popular as clerk and salesman, but on coming to Michigan he engaged in farm- 
ing, afterwards clerking for a time, and afterwards engaging in business for 
himself. For more than twenty years he has been the leading fur buyer in this 
vicinity. Mr. G. has been a man of great physical endurance and marvelous 
strength, and even in his old age he possesses great vigor. 

ELLEKY PALMER POTTER [portrait] 

was born in Lyons. Wayne county, New York, August 22, 1815. At the age of 
15 years he entered the employ of one Newel Taft of whom he learned the trade 
of carpenter. March 16, 1836, with Thomas S. Dorsey and others he set out 
for Michigan, arriving at Barneyville on the 3d of April, having been on the 
road eighteen days. Just one week later he went to work for F. R. Hatch, the 
first day's service wooding a plow and assisting in raising a barn north of this 
village on the farm now owned by the Hatchs. January 1, 1840. Mr. Potter 
was married to Miss Permelia Johnson, who was born in Parma, Monroe coun- 
ty, New York, August 18, 1818, and who came to Michigan with her father in 
1833. The journey was through Canada, was made with ox team and con- 
sumed thirty days. In 1836 Miss Johnson taught school in a little shanty near 
her parent's home in South Albion. Mr. Potter cast his first vote in this town- 
ship in 1836, voting for Henry Clay, and since that date or for fifty-two years 
has voted at every township, county, state and presidential election held in this 
place. He had also voted at every village ejection here until his removal into 
the country two years ago. For nearly half a century he was prominently iden- 
tified with the business industries of this place. The Potter foundry was a lead- 
ing institution of its kind in the state in early days, and the Potter hardware 
store was one of the finest retail establishments in Southern Michigan in mod- 
ern times. In the time of the late war Mr. Potter was appointed a deputy mar- 
' shal and gave nearly his whole time to his country's cause. No person here, 
it is said, was more liberal with his own means or spent more of his own time 
in raising troops than the subject of this sketch. He is a man of kind and gen- 
erous disposition, yet one who is never delicate about speaking his own opinion. 
Some may differ with him in many things but all can carefully scan the record 
of by-gone days and still find not one whose energy, enterprise and ambition has 
done more to build up the industries and fair name of Homer than Ellery P. 
Potter. May he and his good wife long live. Children: Mary J., born Sept. 
26, 1840, died Nov. 12, 1846; Charles H., born December 12, 1845, died a pris- 
oner of war m Savannah, Georgia, September 26, 1864; Mary Elizabeth, born 
October 14, 1845, married Stephen K. Allen December 23, 1868, and lives in this 
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village; John C, born May 21, 1848, died June 2,1849; Byron and Myron, 
twins, born May 23, 1850, died May 26, 1850; Harvey I-L, born Jane 7, 1852, 
married December 15, 1874, to Estelle Dickinson, who died August 1,1881; 
Ellery J.,Elida and Edwin J.— all single. Grand children:— Ellery P., Laila 
S., Susan P. and Ina E., children of Elizabeth, and Charles EL, son of Harvey. 

david l. mahany [portrait.] 
is of Irish-Scotch descent and was born in Northumberland, Pennsylvania, May 
15, 1815. His father was a soldier in the war of 1812, and both grandfathers 
were soldier patriots in the Revolution, his grandfather Mahany being killed at 
the battle of the Cow Pens. The widow of the latter afterward married an 
English soldier of the same war. David passed his boyhood days in his native 
town, where, upon arriving at manhood, he had learned the trade of tailor, 
which occupation he followed in different places in Pennsylvania until early in 
1837, when he went to Cleveland, Ohio, where he remained a few months and 
then came to Homer, arriving in the fall of that year. Since that time he has 
been a resident of this place. He continued at tailoring for some years and then 
went into the mercantile trade which he followed up to a few years ago. On 
January 1, 1840, he was united in marriage to Miss Sarah A. Murray, who was 
born in Charlton, New York. September 6, 1823. Mr. Mahany is a man who 
lias not sought official honor, still one who has been frequently called upon to 
1111 positions of trust; was also postmaster here in early da}^s. He, is an unpre- 
tending man, unless we except when he is speaking of how he used to jump, 
wrestle and pitch quoits, when in his prime. In politics a republican — an ex- 
ceptionally good man however. In fact it's a long journey e'er you'll find a bet- 
ter man than "Uncle Mac," or a happier home than is found beneath his roof. 
Children: Sarah J., born April 12, 1842, married William H. Maxiield Decem- 
ber 25, 1865, resides in Milwaukee, Wis.; Lydia C, born July 20, 1844, died 
February 5,1865; William L., born September 15, 1847, married Katherine 
Dickinson March 13, 1872, lives at Hammond, Ind.; Mary E., born .November 
7, 1851, lives in this village— she married George H. Show May 28, 1873, who 
died December 23, 1874; Charles H., born December 7, 1859, traveling salesman; 
Ella J., born October 10, 1857, now Mrs.C. A. Sliuson, Hillsdale, Mich., to whom 
she was married May 5, 1880; Byron L., born June 22, 1862, died May 29, 1874. 
Grand children: Esther (deceased), Shirley, Benjamin and Cora, children of 
Sarah; Byron, son of William; Lillie, daughter of Mary and Erancis, son of 
Ella J. 

elihu h. leach [portrait.] 

fifth child and second son of Elihu and Sarah Leach (see Vol. II. which will be 
issued to the subscribers of the Index for 1889,) and was bom in Wayne coun- 
ty, New York, July 22, 1823. He came to Michigan with his father's family in 
the spring of 1834, settling on section 10 of this township, where he for several 
years lived and helped his father in improving the new faim. In 1855 the sub- 
ject of this sketch removed to this village and engaged in the manufacture of 
harness, a portion of the time having a branch shop at Jonesville which did a 
good business. He continued in the harness trade for some years and in 1868, 
sold his property here and purchased of Henry Churchill the desirable place 
known as the Nursery farm two miles southeast of this place, where he has 
since resided, with the exception of a year in 1884-5 passed with his family in 
Nebraska with the hopes of benefiting the health of an invalid son. Mr. Leach 
was twice married, first on October 6, 1847, to Miss Mary J. Talmage, who was 
born in New York state, March 27, 1829, and died October 5, 1850; second, on 
June 16, 1852, to Miss J. A. Elizabeth Eslow, daughter of the late Nathan Es- 
low, who was born in Ontario, New York, 1830, and died August 27, 1887. A 
noble Christian woman, beloved by a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 
Mr. Leach is a member of the M. E. church, lives a quiet Christian life, is unas- 
suming in manners, and a good man in the fullest sense of the term. He has 
been a Master Mason for forty years and has held several offices in Humanity 
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Lodge. Mr. Leacli had six children by his second marriage, one daughter and 
five sons: Eugene H., born, December 2, 1854, married Addle Dunn, of Cresco, 
Iowa, and now lives in Nebraska; Susa M., born Sept. 16, 1859, died. January 
3, 1864; Winfield S., born July 17, 1861, married C. Adelle Dryer and lives on 
the old farm; "Babe," a little son who died in infancy; Abram E. and Arthur 
E., twins, born August 7, 1869, Abram dying July 25, 1885. Grand children:— 
Susie B., daughter of Eugene; Espie W. and Bessie M., daughters of Winfield. 

ledlie Burt [portrait.] 

was born in Shelby, Orleans county, New T York, June 24, 1815. In 1834, with 
his father's family, Ledlie came to Michigan and settled in. this village. Here 
or in the immediate vicinity he passed his remaining years, his occupation be- 
ing that of farming. September 5, 1840, Mr. Burt was united in marriage to 
Miss Ann Merchant, who was bom in Schoharie county, New York, November 
1, 1825. Prom this union two children were born, both dying in infancy. Be- 
reft of their little ones, they adopted a son who became known as Willie Burt. 
Willie enlisted in Co. G. 18th Reg. Mich. Infantry, and after only seven months 
service,,, was striken with fever and died in Nashville, Tennessee, April 5, 1864, 
aged nineteen years. July 28, 1878, Ledlie Burt was found dead upon his prem- 
ises, having been stricken with heart disease, an ailment with which he had 
been troubled for years. Mr. Burt had ways peculiar to himself, but he was 
one of those noble men whose luart would melt at the sight of sorrow and whose 
hand was ever open in charity for the relief of distress. Eor sixteen years he 
had. been a member of the M. E. church and was a firm believer in the suffi- 
ciency of the atoning blood of the Crucified One to save. He was geniel in his 
manners, strong in his attachments, and naturally friendly to all. His sudden 
death, therefore, occasioned universal sorrow in the community. Being indus- 
trious, temperate and frugal, he accumulated a property which placed his de- 
voted wife beyond w^ant. November 6, 1884, Mrs. Burt married Harley C. 
Clark, who died in this village March 1, 1886. Though she is again left alone, 
without a. kind husband or loving children upon whom to lean in her declining 
years, she is one of those noble Christian women who has a dear Savior bo whom 
she goes for comfort, and in whom she has firm faith to believe that she will 
find support in her lonely journey. 

BARNES KENNEDY [portrait.] 

was born in Norway, Herkimer county, New York, April 8, 1808. When six 
years of age, with his father's family he removed to Madison countv, the same 
state. There he remained until the spring of 1832, when he set out for Michi- 
gan, arriving in Marshall in April of the same year, where he went to work at 
carpentering on the George Kitchum grist mill, which was being erected. 
Barnes was one of the thirteen volunteers ordered to Prairie Bonde at the time 
Black Hawk threatened to invade Michigan, and is the only one of the thirteen 
now living. Later the same year Mr. Kennedy came to what is now Clarendon 
and located 160 acres of land on section 2 of that township. This purchase he 
sold the year following, to Anthony Doolittle, receiving for the same $400, 
doubling his money. In the fall of 1 837 he went back to New York, where he 
was united in marriage to Miss Prudence Barker, of Sullivan county. With 
his young wife he returned to Michigan and went to living in good earnest on 
the farm two miles west of this village where he still resides and where he 
passed his 80th year yesterday, April 8, 1888, having owned and occupied the 
one farm for half a century. Mrs. Kennedy died December 29, 1857. July 6, 
1859, Mi. Kennedy was again married, this time to Mrs. Maria Meridell who 
is still living. Both are estimable people and both have the respect of a large 
circle of acquaintances. Both have passed the allotted time to man on earth, 
yet both are in the enjoyment of passable health, which is a good indication 
that several years may yet roll around ere their sun will set. Mr. Kennedy is 
the father of three children, two by his first wife: Cicero B., born November 
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24, 1838, died a martyr to his country in Mumfordsville, Ky., January 26, 1863; 
Abby J., born June 29, 1842, died Sept. 1, 1847; one by second wife, Carrie V., 
who lives with her parents at the old home. 

david l. hutchinson [portrait.] 
was born in Sullivan, Madison county, New York, November 30, 1806. He 
passed his boyhood days in the region of the historic Oneida lake, and in 1832, 
at the age of twenty-five years he set out for Michigan to make his fortune. 
He arrived in what is now Clarendon township in October of 1832, locating land 
near the present site of the F. B. church on Cook's Plains. In June 1833, he 
sold his original purchase to Isaac Hopkins, and bought the southwest quarter 
of Sec. 10, Clarendon, where he erected a log cabin in which he "kept bach" for 
nearly four years. April 9, 1837, he was united in marriage to Miss Huldah 
M. Bennett, who was born in Wayne county, New York, February 16, 1818, and 
died at the homestead in Clarendon, June 20, 1880. Mr. Hutchinson died Sep- 
tember 18, 1887, being one of the last of the early settlers in this section to be 
summoned by the Divine Master to appear before him in the world to come. 
Mr. H. died on the farm which he had owned and occupied fifty-four years; 
on the land where a half century ago the deer and turkey fell before his well- 
aimed rifle, and the great oak crumbled to earth from the master stroke ot his 
axe, which echoed in the forest. He was an invalid the last twelve years ot 
his life, a portion of the time being so helpless as to be unable to feed himself. 
When in the strength of manhood, he was a hard working, energetic man, yet 
one who was liberal and generous: The latch-string of the Hutchinson pioneer 
home was always out, and a weary traveler or land seeker was ever welcome to 
partake of the hospitalities within. Children: Joseph, born February -7, 
. 1840, married Evangeline E. Fox. April 13,1871, lives in Clarendon; Olive, 
born August 14, 1844, married Charles E. Allen, July 14, 1866, resides in Port- 
land: Charles II., born August 11, 1847, lives at the old homestead: ; bar el born 
December 15, 1848, died September 7, 1850; Daniel J., born November 2o, 18o2, 
married Emma H. Gill, January 28, 1881, also lives on the old farm; Laura J., 
born March 1, 1856, married Milton Ogden, March 23, 1874, resides m Burling- 
ton. Grand children: David L, Sarah A., Ellery P., Alletta L., children ot 
Joseph; Frank R., Rosa A. and Hattie Z., children of Laura. 

james w. vandebueg [portrait.] 
was born in Genesee county, New York, August 26, 1814. At the age of four- 
teen years he removed with the family to Wayne county same state In 
Wayne county, March 30, 1837, he was united in marriage to Miss Mabel Mar- 
kie, who was born in Northumberland, England, September 5, 1816. In 1839 
Mr. and Mrs. Vanderburg and daughter Mary set out for Michigan, m due time 
arriving in this county and locating in Clarendon. The land purchased con- 
sisted of 160 acres on section 8. To this amount more land was added and 
at this time the whole consists of 360 acres and is one of the finest and most 
productive farms in the township. At the time of its purchase it was covered 
with dense forest of heavy timber, but Mr. Vandeburg being a man ot energy 
and perseverence, he went at the work before him with a will and being a pow- 
erful man physically, favored with almost Herculean strength, the great oaks 
last !feTl beneS axe - The **«* Crests, which 

were the favorite hunting grounds of the Indian, were swept away to be re- 
placed with beautiful meadows and rich fields of golden gram. Mr. Vandeburg 
as afermer was a hard working man, but for the toil while m the full vigor of 
his manhood, he is amply repaid with an abundance in these later years when 
tneMrmities of age have so crept upon him, that he has become almost help- 
less ^1869 Mr. Snd Mrs. Vandeburg leased their farm purchased a pleas- 
ant home in this village, where they are still residing. Mrs. Vandeburg is a 
noblewoman, and shl and her now invalid husband have toe respect and es- 
teem of all who know them. Children: Mary Jane, born »e^er f, 1837, 
married Simeon Swartwout in March, 1860, died November 14, 1867; James I., 
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born May 26, 1840, married Jennie Etrkindoll in 1868, resides in this village. 
Grand children: Samuel, James, Charles, Sarah, (all died in infancy), and 
Horace V., children of Mary; Ralph (deceased), Mabel, Harry M. and Hattie 
M., twins, children of James. 

alonzo h. Rogers [portrait.] 

was born in Washington county, Hew York, September 1, 1800, and was of a 
family of eleven children, the father's name being Anthony Rogers. May 8, 
1823, Alonzo married Miss Rebecca Rogers, who was born in New York state, 
on the 26th day of March 1806. Early in 1833 Mr. Rogers with his 
family, then consisting of his wife and one child, came to Michigan, arriving in 
what is now Claren don township on the 6th of May the same year. He pur- 
chased lands on Sec. 2, where he lived the lemaining years of a long and use- 
ful life. He died after but a day's illness July 17, 1880. Mr. Rogers was one 
of the early pioneers who was beloved by all who knew him, being geniel and 
unassuming in manner, and of a kind and generous disposition, those who best 
knew him were his admiring friends. In religion he was a firm believer in the 
TJniversalist Church doctrine. Mrs. Rogers at the time of her death, which oc- 
curred in Clarendon, July 30. 1869, had been an invalid for years with consump- 
tion; but all those years she was patient, ever looking on the bright side, and 
like the noble Christian woman that she was, was ever ready to respond to the 
call of the Divine Master. Children: Lyman, born Sept. 8, 1824, died in in- 
fancy; James S., born January 30, 1827, died February 22, 1842; Mary J., born 
June 18, 1831, died March 2l/ls32; Sarah J., born April 12, 1833, died January 
21, 1837; Albert 1ST., born November 9, 1838, is still living and owns and occu- 
pies the old farm. Albert on November 7, 1861 was married to Miss Martha 
Hopkins, who was, born June 30, 1841 and died June 18, 1884. Albert has two 
children, Bertha and Fayette. 

Andrew s. church [portrait.] 

was bora in Riclgway, Orleans county, New York, January 6, 1822. Andrew's 
boyhood days were passed on his father's farm, which was situated near Know- 
lersville on the old stage coach line between Rochester and Lewiston. He well 
remembers many quite important events which originated in western New 
York, prominent among which was the political humbug, the Anti-Mason 
party, and remembers the Morgan tragedy. He remembers Lorenzo Dow, and 
has not forgotten Sam Patch's wonderful leap from the Falls. He also remem- 
bers that the first man he hurrahed for was Andrew Jackson, and if he hurrahs 
to-day, it is for some one who advocates •■ true blue Andrew Jackson 
democracy. In the spring of 1837 the family was taken with Michigan 
fever and set out for this state, coming by the canal and Lake Erie. They ar- 
rived in Barneyville June 1&. The family settled three miles from this village 
and Andrew came to school at the old log school house on Hillsdale street. He 
says his seatmate was a colored boy who lived with Milton Barney. Later An- 
drew lived with an uncle, Abram Letts, on what is now the Worthington farm. 
He then served an apprenticeship at coopering, and followed the occupation of 
making barrels, etc., for several years. January 1, 1848, he married Miss Mary 
J. Cummings, who was born in Delaware Co., New York, February 13, 1828. 
They moved onto 40 acres of land on section' 25, Clarendon, which Andrew's 
mother had purchased for him in 1837, and for forty years they have.- made the 
farm their home, having added to the original, 120 acres more, which has made 
it one of the most desirable premises in that township. Through toil and in- 
dustry Mr. and Mrs. Church have an abundance from which to gather the com- 
forts of the body in their declining years. Through kind and noble acts they 
have won the hearts of rjaany friends from whom they will receive w r ords of 
cheer as they travel on in the journey of life. They are two of the early pio- 
neers, beloved by all, and are still blessed with excellent health. Children: Al- 
bert B., born August 28,' 1855, married Minnie Dibble and has three children: 
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Nellie, Essie and Prank; Vernon D., born August 13,1858, is single and lives 
at the homestead. 

smith w. nelson [portrait.] 

was born in Duchess county, New York, in January 1808. There he passed his 
boyhood days, and there after arriving at manhood, he was united in marriage 
to Miss Marie Ostrom, who was born in the same county in April, 1811. hi 
1835 Mr. Nelson came to Michigan and purchased lands three miles east of this 
village which are now owned by George A. Aldrich and Mr. Sherrard, upon 
which a cabin had been built. After making some primitive improvements he 
went back to New York and returned with his family in the fall of 1836. Upon 
his return trip, in addition to his own family he was accompanied by Rev. Will- 
iam Farley and Isaac L. Ostrom and their families, Mr. Ostrom was a broth- 
er of Mrs. Nelson, and Mrs. Farley a sister. The entire journey was overland 
with teams. The Nelsons moved into the log cabin, in due time built on an ad- 
dition, the whole making quite a commodious dwelling. About 1856 the frame 
house now owned by Mr. Aldrich was erected, and at the time of its erection 
it was one of the finest residences in this section, and situated as it was in a 
beautiful grove on the brow of a gently sloping hillside made it not only an ele- 
gant home for its occupants, but one much aimired by others. In this home 
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson past their last years on earth. In this home both passed 
to the reward which was awaiting them in that still more beautiful home on 
yonder shore. Kind, generous, upright and Christian people, they were beloved 
by all that knew them. Both were members of the M. E. church of this village, 
Mr. Nelson for years being class-leader. Both were laid away in our village 
cemetery, Mrs. Nelson dying February 8, 1871, and her companion July 23, 
. 1873. Mr. Nelson was the first keeper of the poor farm in this county, being 
appointed to that position in 1850. holding the same for nine years. Children: 
Isaac J. and Mary E., born in New York and Byron, Josephine and A. Eugene 
born in this township. All are living and married— Mary, now Mrs. B. B. 
Cook, Albion; Josephine, Mrs. James Thompson, South Albion; and Byron and 
Eugene living in St. Louis, this state. 

isaac J. nelson [portrait.] 
son and first born of Smith W. Nelson, made his appearance on this mundane 
sphere in Duchess county, New York, March 16, 1833. He accompanied the 
family to Michigan in 1838. It is natural to suppose that he remembers nothing 
about the trip, but we will venture the assertion that the older ones in the party 
who had the care of him in the long tiresoms journey, camping at night by the 
road side, were always aware that young "Ike' 1 was with the crowd. January 
4, 1855, Isaac married Miss Clarrissa C. Cook, daughter of Thomas Cook, Ma- 
rengo, who died April 1, '64,aged 30 years. June 12, 1883, he married Mrs. Mar- 
tha J. Linton, who was born in County Antrim, Ireland, and resides in this vil- 
lage. He is a liquor dealer by occupation and for elegance his palatial estab- 
lishment is among the first in the state. He als<> owns one of the finest blocks 
in the village. For several years he was a deputy sheriff and in that capacity 
he was one°of the most efficient officers the county has ever had. He has taken 
a good deal of interest in politics and for years has been prominently identified 
in the councils of the party to which he belongs. 

john wikoff richey [portrait.] 
was born near Trenton, New Jersey, April 5, 1802. There he passed his early 
days and upon arriving at manhood removed to the state of New York where, 
on July 27 1823, he was united in marriage to Miss Annie Brown, of Ulysses, 
Tompkins county, the latter state. In the spring or early summer of 1832, Mr.. 
Bichie with his family, consisting of his wife and two children Lawrence and 
Henry B. 1st, came to this state and settled on Cook's Plains northwest of this 
village Here, after a residence of only a little over one short year, October 
15 1833 the Angel of Death entered their pioneer home and took from beneath 
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its roof, little Henry. Sadness and sorrow pervaded the household. Though 
even in this, then great wilderness, kind friends were found to extend sympathy, 
none could bring back the family's darling boy. Mr. Kichey followed farming 
as an occupation but in an early day he did a good deal of teaming, hauling 
goods from Detroit and Ann Arbor to this village. The millstones for the old 
Homer Mills were brought from Ann Arbor by Mr. Richey, on which occasion 
while near Jackson he came near losing his life by one of the stones slipping 
from the wagon and falling on him. Pie died at his home in Eckford, Sep- 
tember 30, 1871, Mrs. Richey surviving him over thirteen years, dying Decem- 
ber 1, 1884, They were clever, kind-hearted and generous people, whose names 
are well worthy of a place in the records of early days. Children: Lawrence, 
who married Harriet Young in 1856, lives in Jackson; Henry B. 1st, died Octo- 
ber 15, 1833; Elizabeth M., now Mrs. T. R. IT. Little, Greenville, Iowa; Henry 
B. 2d; Anson W., married Orpha Balcomb, March 17, 1867; and William IT. 

thomas o. dunton [portrait.] 
was born in the town of Georgia, Franklin county, Vermont, July 4, 1822. 
Among the hills ot New England he first got a peep of this great land of liber- 
ty, and it was on Independence Day at that. Not every one has been so blessed 
but those who have cannot help but think aguod deal of the day we celebrate, 
and would not object even if it came much oftener. When Thomas was still 
quite young the family removed to the state of New York, and on the 10th of 
April, 1836, left Rochester, the latter state, for Michigan. They took the canal 
to Buffalo and made Detroit via Lake Erie, the freight and passage costing $75. 
They first settled in what is now Eckford, where they arrived April 25th. In 
the following month the family moved to Battle Creek where a farm was pur- 
chased. Thomas went with his parents and remained with them until the fall 
of 1839, uhen he came back to Eckford, where on October 17, 1842, he married 
Miss Harriet Prior, who was born in the state of New York, March 25, 1810. 
After their marriage Mr. Dunton removed to Battle Creek, where he purchased 
80 acres of heavy timbered lands, rutting and hauling an immense amount of 
timber used in the building of the Michigan Central railroad. In 1845 lie. sold 
his lands in Battle Creek, again came to Eckford and purchased the farm up- 
on which he has since made his home. He and his noble companion, now an 
invalid, still live in a land which, half a century ago they saw a vast wilderness. 
They have seen those lands ceveloped through cultivation until they were 
caused to bud and blossom as the rose, and the great forests changed, into well 
tilled fields bringing 1orth golden giain. Many an old pioneer have they helped 
to lay away in the dark and silent tqmb. Yet Mr. and Mrs. Dunton still live. 
But as it is with all mankind; as days, months and years pass away, they too, 
are drawing nearer, still nearer that bourn whence no traveler returns. Chil- 
dren: Prances, now Mrs. Charles Vandevoort, lives at the homestead- Lillie 
now Mrs. Judson Owen, Eckford; and George E., who married Ella Harring- 
ton, lives m this village. Grand children: Livona, Maggie, Etna, Ployd 
Mylo and "babe," children of Lillie; Alina and "Dot," children of George. ' ■ ' 

BARNEY GARDNER [portrait.]' 

was born in Warren county. New Jersey, July 28, 1820. He lived in Jersey un- 
til nearly seventeen years of age, when he followed the tide of emigration to 
Michigan, arriving in Homer, May 26, 1837. He went to work by the month 
for Powell G rover and continued in the latter's employ for thirteen years. He 
worked in the Grovermill and on the Grover farm, in fact he seems to hav« 
been a general utility man on the Grover premises. On September 18, 1850, lie 
was married to Miss Larettie Stookey and in 1851 moved onto the farm on sec- 
tion 23, on which farm he still resides, having owned and occupied the same 
for thirty-seven years. Mrs. Gardner died January 3, 1872. There was one 
child, William, who was born September 5, 1860. He is still single, for the past 
two years has been in the West and at this time is in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
Mr. Gardner is an exceptionally clever, good natured man; everybody likes him' 
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few if any of the early settlers, or the later ones as for that matter, have more 
Zrm^r V£ r e ^^li? 1 ^ and although he is nearing the alloted 
time to man on earth he is still in good health. We bespeak for "Uncle 
Barney" many years of health and happiness in the land of his adoption. 

ezra archer [portrait.] 
is an Englishman and was born in Swanborn, Buckinghamshire, England, in 
the spring of 1804 When 22 years of age he married & Miss Hannah Collie* 
who was born m Great Marlow, near Ezra's native town. In 1833, with his 
family then consisting of his wife and one child, Leah, he came to the United 
btates, first settling m Utica, New York, where he remained some three years 
then going to New Hartford and still later to Port Byron, the same state. In 
1814 he came to Michigan, settling in this township, and has since been a resi- 
dent among us. He has been a farmer by occupation, but from 1865 to 1870 he 
presided in the office of the Homer Hotel, and made a capital good man for the 
place. About four years ago he retired from active work on his farm and came 
to the village where he now makes his home. He does not pretend to be one of 
the purest and most noble specimens of the works of the Creator, but if men 
ever lived who had hearts as big as an ox, "Uncle Archer" is one such 
Although his head is silvered o'er with the frosts of eighty-four winters, his 
step is still steady ana his reasons good. Mrs. Archer died several years ago. 
Children: Leah, now Mrs. James Clark of East Homer, her first husband be- 
ing Edward Ayling who died in the army; Emma, now Mrs. Elias F. Cham- 
pion, East Homer; Mary, now Mrs. Nathan Strang, Pulaski; James, who mar- 
ried Marion Crisp, lives on the old farm. Grand children: Hattie, George 
Lewellyn and Emma, children of Leah; Douglas, Lillie and Jessie, children of 
Emma; Maud, daughter of Mauy; and Warren E. and Nellie E., children of 
James. 

jacob cool [portrait.] 

Few if any of the early settlers were better or more favorably known than the 
subject of this sketch. Jacob Cool was born in Knowlton, Warren county, New- 
Jersey, March 18, 1802. There he passed over thirty years of his life, and there 
on the 20th of November, 1823, he married Miss Mary M. Wooliver, who was 
born in Jacob's native town. In 1835 the family came' to this state, settled in 
Homer, and for a time occupied one of the Powell Grover cabins, which have 
already been referred to. Later Mr. Cool purchased a farm on section 22 ot 
this township, where he passed his remaining years and where he died Decem- 
ber 5, 1881, his good wife having preceded him to that home where sickness 
and death never enter, July 27, 1868. The portrait of Mr. Cool which is given 
in this work was taken several years prior to his death, still to those who were 
his acquaintances it presents the features of the original, who was known in 
life as a kind husband and father, a good neighbor and an upright citizen. Mr. 
Cool was father of eight children: Caroline, Nelson, Susan, John, Andrew, Char- 
lotte, Jehiel and Henrietta. But four are now living: Andrew, who married 
Francena Thorington in September, 1868, lives on the old farm. Charlotte is 
now Mrs. L. PI. Hovey, of Rochester, New York, to whom she was married in 
June, 1864. Jehiel married Franc Lacey November 9, 1869, owns and occupies 
an elegant home southeast of this village. Henrietta married M. O. Robertson 
April 10, 1869, and lives in Ashton, Dakota. Grand children: Mary and Net- 
tie, children of Susan, whose husband's name was Morris; Byron J. and Irwin, 
sons of Andrew; Gertie, daughter of Jehiel; and Ada, Clarence, Orval, Eddy 
and Roy children of Henrietta. 

james worthington [portrait.] 

was born in Colchester, New London county, Connecticut, December. 15, 1802. 
When James was six months old the family moved to Ogden, Monroe county, 
New York, where he was reared to manhood and where he lived until twenty- 
six years old. When twenty-four years old he married Miss Mary Lacy of Chili, 
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Monroe county. He came to Michigan in October, 1843, first settling in Union 
City, but in the June following came to Homer, where he purchased the fine 
homestead two miles southeast of this village, which he has nvvned continuous- 
ly ever since. On this farm Mrs. Worthing ton died in the fall of thesame year 
of the family's arrival in this township. October 5, 1847, Mr. Worthington 
married Mrs. Lovinia Hopkins, of Pittsford, New York, who died October 25, 
1876. Mr. Worthington occupied his farm up to a fe/w years ago, when he came 
to this village,, making his home w r ith his youngest son tharles C. With the 
latter he spent several months in California during the winter just gone, re- 
turning in March. Mr. Worthington has been what is termed a successful man. 
Through industry, good management and excellent financiering he has become 
one of the wealthiest men in this section. His life has been such that now 
in his declining years, when the infirmities of age are fast creeping on, he is the 
recipient of kind thoughts and words of cheer from one and all. He had four 
children by his first wife, two dying in childhood; one, Amelia, wife of James 
Bellows, of Rochester, New York, died in 1867, and one, James L., married and 
now living in Albion. By second wife one, Charles C, who is married and lives 
in this village. 

beacon david janes [portrait.] 

The following brief outline of a life recalls the name of one long familiar to 
the settlers of this township. David Janes was born in Windham county, Con- 
necticut, February 8, 1805. When a mere child with his father's family he 
went to Vermont, where they remained a few years and then removed to Can- 
aan, New York. When David arrive d at manhood he went to Lima, Living- 
ingston Co., the same state, where on Jan. 14, 1829, he was united, in marriage 
to Miss Nancy Bacon, who was I orn in 1807 and died in this township May 29, 
1863. In the fall of 1834 Mr. Janes, accompanied by his brother Eleazer, came 
to Michigan and located lands southwest of this village, forming the nucleus of 
what later became known as the Janes Settlement. After entering his lands 
the subject of this sketch went back to New York and. returned with his family 
in the following spring, driving his own team and stock from Detroit^ the jour- 
ney from the latter place consuming one week. Mi. Janes was prominently 
identified in the early history of the township, aiding with a generous hand 
all worthy enterprises. Especially in religious matters he was ever ready with 
precept and example. He was a member of the Presbyterian church of this 
village from the time of its organization to his death, and was an officer in the- 
same continuously for over a score of years, being a deacon, which caused him 
to be commonly known as Deacon Janes. March 12, 1887, on the evening of a 
beautiful day in springtime, Deacon David Janes passed peacefully away. 
Laiden with years and honers, his life's duties ended, his work well done, he 
had gone for the reward awaiting him in Heaven. Children: Lydia, born Jan- 
uary 28, 1831, married Cyrus I. Church September 29, 1849; William, born April 
29, 1833, married Jane Pritchard December 25, 1854; Thomas H., born July 20. 
1835, married Jane Riggs December 16, 1856; Emilv, born August 20, 1838, mar- 
ried Asahel Pease December 17,1856; Eliphalet B., born November 4,1840, 
died July 30. 1844; Celia, born October 14. 1842, married William Buell June 20, 
1865; Chloe W., born May 31, 1845, married Albert Juckett December 15, 1867. 
Mr. Janes had twenty-three grand children and eleven great grand children. 
William hatch [portrait.] 

Erom the record in the old family Bible published in 1801 we find that the 
subject of this sketch was born on the 27th day of August, 1789, and that on the 
28th of December 1815, he married Miss Lydia A. Sackett, who was born No- 
vember 6, 1893. Both were born and reared in Washington county, New York. 
In the war of 1812 Mr. Hatch was drafted, but being actively engaged in mer- 
cantile trade he hired a substitute, paying $300 for the same. In 1818, with 
quite a large party, mostly relatives, the Hatchs removed to Illinois, settling 
in Mount Carmel. The journey to the latter state was made on a flat boat con- 
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structed for the occasion, and the party, were several weeks on the water. ' In 
1829 the family removed to Ohio where Mr. Hatch almost continuously for 21 
years held the office of Justice of the Peace. In 1850 they came to Michigan 
and settled four miles south of this village, where Mrs. Hatch died in 1867, Mr. 
Hatch surviving her eighteen years, his death occurring April 20, 1885, he be- 
ing at that time nearly 97 years of age. Mr. Hatch was a member of an unus- 
ually large family, and what is truly remarkable, both parents lived to a good 
old age, and each of his brothers and sisters lived to be over ninety. Mr. Hatch 
during his residence here had the respect and esteem of all who knew him, all 
of which he was truly worthy. God in his goodness gave him a longer life upon 
earth than usually falls to the lot of man, and in the end a calm and peaceful 
death. He passed quietly away into that precious sleep to awake in the pres- 
ence of Him to whom he had looked for guidance, through life, and m whom 
he put his trust, in death. Children: E. Mary, born March 7, 1818, died 
October 11, 1832; Julia L. Maria, born December 10, 1820, died September 30, 
1823; Elizabeth C, born November 16, 1822, died October 8, 1824; William O., 
born October 14, 1825, died at Sault St. Marie, November 19, 1863; irancis VV., 
born May 25, 1829, died March 5, 1849; Catherine M., born July 10, ISol, died. 
March 29, 1832; De Alton P., born June 9, 1833, (see portrait elsewhere in this 
work); and John S., a veteran of the late war, now married and holding an im- 
portant position in the Treasury department at Washington. Grand children: 
Charles W., Marion (deceased), Francis J., Agnes G., Seymour B. (deceased), 
Madelon Y. and Zaide B., children of De Alton; Frederick W., Eva .Louise, 
Alice E. and Charles F., children of John. Greatgrandchildren: De Alton 
E. and Iola M., children of Marion, whose husband's nams was Barton. 

victor t>. riggs [portrait.] 
was a New Yorker by birth, having been born in Allegany county, that state, 
June 27, 1809. In 1833 he married Miss Jane Wilkins, and two years later they 
came to Michigan, making the entire journey with ox team, lliey settled lour 
miles southwest of this village, their lands being on sections 19 and o0 ot this 
township. Mrs. Riggs died February 11, 1842, and in 1813 Mr. Riggs ma d 
Maria Hager who died March 7, 1852. In 1853 Mr Riggs married his tl id 
wife, Miss Sophronie Brown, who is still living and resides on the old faim 
She is an estimable lady and a noble Christian woman. Mr. *m* *£* M*Y 
8 1882. At the time of his death he had occupied the one farm foi foi ty-seven 
years. For over thirty years he.had been a Christian believer and for that per- 
iod was a consistent and honored member of the Presbyterian church l of his 
village and for many years was connected with the choir as member and leader 
He was a man naturally very modest and retiring in disposition but a man of 
extensive reading and information. He was honored and respected m life, and 
Sssed and lamented in death. He was honest, upright and trustworthy, 
2nd went down to the grave full of years, without reproach and with the hap- 
™ assurance of the reward which is awaiting the pure in heart He was tue 
Lth^ of fifteen children: Nancy Jane, born Aug. 8, 1834, now Mrs. Ihomas 
nw ■ ^nianiin P born in August 1836, died at the age of five years; 
Samuel W ^oTIpril 2 , 1838, died in 1841; Julia E., bom May 2 1840, now 
M^ lirmiil Prit^ard C arendon; Benjamin E., born August 31, 1846, lives m 

^to^ *• b r f M ^ 22 > I 849 ' T married i Ca i^ a 

Sheldon and resides in Faulk comity, Dakota; Edgar born January 1,1851, 
St»d; ClaraS. born July 25, 1854, now Mrs J G. Archer their 
hnmp hpfiia in Missouri- Charles B., born September 7, 1855, lives on the old 
^•K^U^mJ^ylS, 1857 now Mrs. William Doolittle, of Clarendon; 
Ti™V born ' JanuaAT 29, 1859, is an artist at Escanaba, this state; Frank 
M ^^ancf Fannie M tw ins; with Florence A. and Mary A., are still single and 
^^Jmthe^'i^^: and brother Charley at the old homestead. Grand 
ch dren Ida K OhSto S. and Mary, children of Eliza J, Cora May, Em ; 
o^Ndie^ Julia; Clarence and Florence, children of 
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Alexander; Bert, Bessie and Vernon, children of Hattie. Greatgrandchil- 
dren: Walter and Dora, children of Ida May, now Mrs. George Kline. 

MRS. RACHAEL JUCKETT [portrait.] 

Among the portraits and sketches of the early settlers, none is more worthy 
of a place in this little book than Mrs. Rachael Juckett, or Aunt Rachael, as she 
is better known among her large circle of acquaintances. The faithful portrait 
given is from a photograph taken on December 7th last, on which day Aunt 
Rachael had arrived at that go«*.d old age of ninety-two years. Her maiden 
name was Gregory and she was born in Erothertown, New York. When five 
years of age the family removed to Livingston county, the same state, where 
on the 14th of September, 1816, she was united in marriage to Gamaliel Juckett, 
a farmer by occupation, and together they tilled the soil, providing for a large 
family of children resulting from thermion. In 1836 Mr. and Mrs. Juckett with 
their ten children born in Livingston county, set out for Michigan with a 
team of horses and after a thirty-five days journey, arrived in what is now 
Albion township, where they purchased and settled on the lands now known as 
the Knickerbocker farm. Here six more children were born. Here in Sep- 
tember, 1847, Mr. Juckett was taken away by the hand of death. • Bereft of her 
companion, the father of her children, Aunt Rachael was left in sadness and 
sorrow, but with that motheiJy love for her (fff-prings she toiled on in. her 
efforts to provide for those whom God in his goodness had given her to nurture 
and rear to manhood and wcrranhccd. If any one of the large family have 
strayed from the p:<ths of uprightness it was not the fault of that kind and lov- 
ing mother, who blessed them in infancy, guided their steps through youth and 
gave them wise counsel as one by one tiiey bid farewell to the parental roof. 
Aunt Rachael is now making her heme with her daughter, Mrs. E. L. Hopkins, 
in this village. Her extreme age betokens that but a few more suns will rise 
and set ere die will start on the journey for the home awaiting the kind and 
Christian mother on yonder shore. She has been a member of the M. E. 
church for 77 years. She has had 16 children, 39 grand children and 39 great 
grandchildren. Children: Elisha W., married Elizabeth Spaulding and died 
in South Albion some years ago: Elijah Y., married Mary Coleman, died in the 
army at Nashville, Term.; EvolinaL., married John Granger, who died in '61, 
her second husband, E. L. Hopkins of this village, where she still lesides; Wm. 
E., married Catherine Ansterbnrg, lives in South Homer; Samuel D., married 
Betsy Holden, died in army; Rachael S., married Alva Eordham (who died from 
starvation in Andersonville prison), lives in Albion; Gamaliel P., died in South 
Albion in '83; Mary A., married Benager Kelicutt, died in Albion; Stephen C. 
married Margarett Ostrom, served in Union army, now livesin Tekonsha; Buy- 
aneey M., now widow of the late John Snelgrove, Burlington; Cynthia L., mar- 
ried Henry Bennett and died in '65; Nancy J., died in '65, aged 18 years; James 
II. was in Union army, married a Kentucky bride and still lives in that state; 
Martha L. and two others died in childhood. Of the grand children, Elisha 
was the father of two; Elijah four; Evulma three, of which two are living. Mrs. 
FT. L. Hopkins and George W., both residing in this village; William was the 
father of seven; Samuel, six; Rachael was the mother of four; Mary, three; 
Stephen was the father of one child. Buyancy had three: the oldest, Sarah K. r 
married George Reuben Burleigh, the < ; New England bard," James was the 
father of four children. 

mrs. betsey e. jaistes [portrait.] 

Among the noble Christian women of the early pioneers of this township was 
the subject of this brief sketch. Mrs. Betsey E. Janes, whose maiden name 
wis Hempstead, was born in Long Island, New York, February 13, 1799. 
When Betsey was still a little girl the family moved to New Lebanon, Colum- 
bia county, New York, where they remained several years. New Lebanon was 
the home of the Tildens. The Hempsteads were well acquained with the Til- 
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dens and when that distinguished son of the latter family, whom Mrs. Janes 
knew as a school boy, was nominated for President of the United States she 
earnestly wished that he might be elected. In 1822 Miss Hempstead was 
united in marriage to Mr. Eleazer Janes, of Lebanon, and in 1827 removed to 
Ira, Cayuga county, the same state. In 1836, with the brothers of Mr. Janes, 
they came to Michigan and settled southwest of this village on section 19, form- 
ing what has been spoken of as the Janes settlement. Tbeir pioneer cabin was 
in sight of an Indian wigwam, and deer could be seen running unmolested, ex- 
cept as disturbed by the huntsman or by the red man of the forest. Airs. Janes 
was blessed with a strong constitution, with unusual health and strength. She 
was ever ready to lend a helping hand to her pioneer neighbors, to the needy 
and to the distressed. A. noble Christian woman, she lived to the good old age 
of nearly 85 years,, dying January 7, 1884, her noble companion having preceded 
her to the home of the ransomed nearly forty years prior thereto, he dying in 
1847. They had eleven children, of whom three only are now living: Mary, 
now Mrs. Samuel Blatchley, of Dowagiac; Harriet, now Mrs. Clinton Ball, of 
Coldwa.ter, and Henry, who resides at the old homestead. Henry on the 10th 
of February, 1868, married Miss Sarah E. Evarts, who was born in Long 
Meadow, Mass. , August 24, 1839, and died March 13, 1887. 



For sketches of still many others who were pioneers or early settlers in this 
section the reader is referred to the second work on this same subject, which, 
it is expected, will be issued from the Index office in January 1889. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



HOMER TO-DAY— TOWNSHIP— VILLAGE— SCHOOLS— SOCIETIES — FIRE DEPART- 
MENT—RAILROAD FACILITIES— BUSINESS INDUSTRIES. 

Those of our pioneers still living, as they look back over a half century, 
can see a wonderful change in the land of their adoption, and they are led to 
say: It is the coming of the white man and thereby the introduction of civili- 
zation that has brought this change about. Here a little over a half century 
ago the land was in its native state. Here for centuries the towering maples 
and hickories, and the majestic oaks, in primitive times fit emblems of grate- 
ness andstrength, shaded hill and dale with their foliage of green. Here the 
fertile plains annually brought forth nature's green herbage, interspersed with 
nature's flowers, which filled the air with rich fragrance. Here the occupants 
of the pioneer home could view the stately form «rf the Indian as he passed 
and repassed their door. Here, too, were seen the bear and the deer, and the 
howl of the wolf echoed on human ear. But what a change a few short years 
have produced. The red man has vacated to civilization. The rich plains and 
wooded hillsides are now transformed into productive fields annually bringing 
forth fruits and harvest of grain, while the howl of the wolf has given way 
to thelowing of the sleek bullock iu he responds to the call of the husbandman. 
The herds of deer which' were once seen quietly feeding in the distance have 
gone forever, having been superseded by the fleecy lambs which in springtime 
gambol on the rich carpets of green sward. The pioneer cabins and log houses 
have,' too, been replaced by elegant farm homes and fine residences, while the 
solitary little store building in this village, and the school house, the latter serv- 
ing the double purpose of bein£ a place to educate the young on week days and 
as a place for the old and young to congregate on the Sabbath, to sing praises to 
God and to teach his holy law, long ago served their intended purpose, and 
served that purpose well. But through the thrift, energy, perseverance and 
enterprise of our pioneers they were abandoned, for that which was more eom- 
modius, more suitable and more modern, and their noble efforts have produced 
grand results, for to-day we have our substantial blocks of store buildings, a fine 
school edifice, and magnificent church structures. 

The early means of ingress and egress, which was on foot, with ox team or 
with horse and wagon, has given place the to powerful engine, which draws 
its palatial cars at lightning speed over the well ballasted steel tracks, which 
extend north, south, east and west, giving Homer the worthy sobriquet, the 
Hub. 
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HOMER VILLAGE.— PRESIDENTS OF THE CORPORATION. 
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Homer township has been developed until it is to-day one of the finest tracts 
of farming lands to be found in a long journey, and Homer village for beauty 
of location, for thrift and enterprise of its business men and citizens and for its 
railroad facilities, as a market place, to buy or to sell, is not excelled by any 
place, even of much greater population in all Michigan. 

The population of Homer township including the village is 2,800, about 1,300 
of which reside in this corporation. There are 190 farms in the township with 
an average number of acres in each of 115.43. The average annual product of 
wheat in the township is 92,000 bushel; corn, 125,000 bushels; oats, about 40,- 
000 bushels; clover seed about 100 bushels; potatoes, 11,000 bushels; hay, 2,000 
tons. The township has about 600 horses; 600 milch cows; 700 other cattle; 
1,000 hogs; about 6,00:) sheep, the latter annually producing over 30,000 pounds 
of wool. There are 347 acres of apple orchards which annually produce 1,000 
barrels of the finest fruit. In addition to this pears, plums, grapes, straw- 
berries and other fruit are cultivated successfully, but not grown extensively. 

There are eight school buildings in the township, the value of school property 
being $13,100. Over $4,200 are expended annually for educational purposes, 
about $3,400 of which is for teachers. The number of children that attended 
school during the year ending September 1, 1887, was 473. The number of 
teachers employed was twenty-seven, of which nine were male and eighteen 
female. 



THE VILLAGE. 




MAIN STREET FROM THE PUBLIC SQUARE LOOKING- EAST. 

The act incorporating the village of Homer was passed by the state legisla- 
ture at the session of 1871, and the same was approved on the 6th of March of 
that year. The village consists of the following territory, all in the township 
of Homer: The southwest quarter of section 5, the southeast quarter of section 
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6, the northeast quarter of section 7, the northwest quarter of section 8, and the 
north half of the north half of the southwest quarter of said section 8. 

The first election was held in the hall of the Homer hotel on Tuesday, April 
11,1871. Hon. Josiah N. Westcott and Matthias M. Camburn being chosen 
Judges of Election and Chester J. Murray clerk. The officers elected were: J. 
3ST. Westcott, president; George H. French, Thomas Lyon and Henry Churchill, 
trustees for two years; and James W. Yandeburg, Alexander Arthur and Ellery 
P. Potter, trustees for one year; the appointive officers being Benjamin F. Weth- 
erbee, assessor; Thomas Lyon, treasurer; Edward Lewis, recorder; Amsden J. 
Anson, marshal; A. B. Waterman and James H. Cook, street commissioners. 

In 1874 the charter was amended making the offices of assessor and treas- 
urer elective instead of appointive. The charter provides that the annual elec- 
tion shall be held on the first Tuesday in March, and that the polls open at nine 
o'clock in the forenoon. The Council is made the custodians of the public 
affairs of the village, and is empowered to enact ordinances, regulating the 
erection of buildings, requiring the building and maintaining of walks, supply- 
ing necessary means for protection against fire, regulating the sale of liquors, 
etc. The incorporation of Homer was a step in the right direction. New life 
was infused and a system of improvements was inauguiated. The meetings of 
the council were held in leased rooms until early in 1877, when the fine brick 
engine house was completed, in the second story of which are the Council 
Chamber and Fireman's Hall. 

The present village officers are W. W. Snider, president; John 0. Snider, W. 
J. Webster, G. A. McCartney, A. J. Ogden, Dr. A.D. Bangharnand Riley King, 
trustees; C. D. Burt, recorder and assessor; Wells Pratt, treasurer; J. M. Ben- 
nett, street commissioner; Dr. G. A. Haynes, health. officer; and L. M. Thayer, 
marshal. 

The following is a complete list of the village presidents and recorders from 
the time the village was incorporated: 



Presidents. 


Recorders. 


Presidents. 


Recorders. 


1871 J. 1ST. Westcott. 


Edward Lewis. 


1872 J.N. Westcott. 


C. E. Collins. 


1873 J.N. Westcott. 


W. A. Lane. 


1874 W. J. Gregg. 


W. A Lane. 


1875 W. J. Gregg. 


W. A. La n*\ 


187H W J. Gregg. 


W. A. Lane. 


1877 W. J. Gregg. 


W. A. Lane. 


1878 W, A. Lane. 


G. I). Cleveland, 


1879 E. A. Collins. 


C. D. Burt. 


1880 E. A. Collins. 


D. T. Sutton. 


1881 E. A. Collins. 


W. A. Lane. 


1882 W. A. Lane, 


L. T. Van Horn. 


1883 W. A. Lane. 


L.T. Van Horn. 


1884 Wm. Cook. 


L.T. Van Horn 


1885 S. R. Allen. 


A. M. Lott. 


1886 S. B. Allen. 


L.T. Van Horn 


1887 W. W. Snider. 


L.T. Van Horn. 


1888 W. W. Snider. 


C. D. Burt. 



hon. josiah nelson westcott [portrait.] 

first president of the village of Homer, was born January 8, 1810, at ftichfield, 
Otsego county, New York. The Westcott geneology shows his progenitors to 
have been men of predominating influence upon their day and time; possessed of 
strong intellects and characters of rare fibre. Mr. Westcott was a worthy scion 
of such a race. To know the right and to do it, was the rule of his life," which 
for more than half a century was devoted lo the service of Christ, in the Protes- 
tant Episcopal church. He was a man of commanding presence and dignity, 
with rare geniality of nature, and social instincts the strongest. Possessed of 
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noble intellect enriched by the choicest treasures of the knowledge that can be 
gleaned from books, and a character such as adorns only the highest manhood, 
he was a shining light in his day and generation. His life was largely devoted 
to educational pursuits. As an educators he was unrivaled, leaving his im- 
press upon the world in which he moved, in the distinguished pupil3 who went 
forth from his moulding hand. Many of them became the bone and sinew of 
the land, in this and other states. He married in early manhood Snphronia 
Willard, a native of Egrernont; Berkshire county, Massachusetts, finding in her 
all that man Could ask as wife, mother and helpmeet. For a time they con- 
ducted together an academy in Clyde, Wayne county, New York, with distin- 
guished success. They removed t<\ Homer. Mich., in 1845, where Mr. Westcott 
again opened a school for young men and women, which was the Alma Mater 
or" many of Calhoun county's best citizens of to-day. In 1852 Mr. Westcott re- 
moved to Perrysburg, Wood county, Ohio, where he remained until 1865, mak- 
ing an honorable record in the county as auditor, and in the state senate to 
which he was twice elected from that district, known as the "Toledo district." 
There as everywhere he became a leading spirit, being chairman of the most 
important committees, and a power in every undertaking. He returned to 
Homer. in 1865 and made this place his home until called up higher. Here he 
led an honored and useful life. He presided over the school board, was promi- 
nent in politics, affiliating with the Democratic party, being a Democrat of the 
Jeffersonian type. In the Church he was a father in Israel, a blameless Chris- 
tian, full of good works. His latter years were devoted to mercantile pursuits, 
which he found less congeniel than his life work as an educator. He and his 
devoted wife reared eight children to manhood and womanhood, two having 
died in infancy; and in these sons and daughters found joy and comfort. And 
behold they each and all "rise and call them blessed." Mr. Westcott survived 
his beloved wife two years, passing to life eternal January 12, 1885, at Trini- 
dad, Colorado, whither he had gone to visit his daughter Caroline (Mrs. Rom- 
ney). His illness was short, being acute bronchitis. He died as he had lived, 
strong in faith and in Christian courage, thoughtful for others rather than him- 
self. Majestic in the repose of death, his face was "as it had been, the face of 
an angel." He rests beside, his wife in Woodlawn cemetery, Winona, Minn., far 
from the land of his birth and his manhood's home. But while any remain 
amono- whom his life was spent whether m the east or west, there shall loving 
memory build a monument for Josiah Nelson Westcott, upon which the inscrip- 
tion shall be: 

"We shall not look upon his like again." 

William J. gre&g [portrait.] 

second president of the Village of Homer is a son of Michael and Ruth W. 
Gree* and was born on a farm in Clarendon township, July 22, 1839 When 
William J. was two years of age the family removed to this place, where the 
parents as well as the subject of this sketch have since made their home. Mr. 
Greta? was president of this village for four years in succession, haying previ- 
ously served a term as trustee. In each capacity he was an active worker, and as 
^resident was an able and efficient officer. Tor several years he has taken 
oreat interest in religious and educational matters, at the present, tune being 
president of the Calhoun County Sunday School Association and is also secre- 
tary of the board of trustees of the Homer graded schools. He is a Republican 
in politics, is an intimate friejid of Representative O'Donnell, and was one of 
the latter >s lieutenants, who labored for Mr. O'Donne IPs nomination and election. 
He is a pleasant conversationalist, and a gifted public speaker Several years 
ago he was a traveling salesman for a Detroit house but since 1871 he -has been 
nfsseneer and freight agent in this place for the Michigan Central Railroad Co. 
0^tobe?Vl8^ Mr,G?egg married Miss Prances B. Henderson. They have 
one daughter, Edith Louise. 
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DR. WILLIAM A. LANE [portrait.] 

third president of the Village. Of all the subjects which seem to require atten- 
tion, this person is written up with a degree of delicacy. Isot that I desire to 
insinuate that the subject of itself is a delicate one, for my acquaintances might 
say the term "hard one" would prove, more appropriate. I had thought of 
selecting another to write this particular sketch. One whose brain would gen- 
erate thoughts that would thunder in the distance like the falls of the great 
Niagara, and at the same time describe a temper as placid as the stilly lake, 
a heart as pure as the lily which nestles on the bosom of the waters, a disposi- 
tion as kind and consoling as a sweet and peaceful dream. But upon more ma- 
ture deliberation I felt the writer in justice to himself would desire to head 
his sketch with the latter symbol— u A Dream"— as a prototype. Again, it 
would be hardly proper to place my case in the hands of those who know me 
not, and those who know me best know me too well, for me to accept the risk. 
Suffice it to say: I was born in Con vis, this county, March 1, 1845. I was born 
too eaily in the month, or 'the accustomed March atmosphere had not got under 
way if it had anything to do with the regulating of my temperament. Whether 
my acquaintances agree with me in this I will not venture an assertion. Served 
my time in sitting on the platform, standing on the floor and on a brick, at the 
district school, and in 1862 entered the academy at Yermontville, where I came 
near being wrecked with u love" from the teacher, now Dr. P. L. Green. At- 
tended Olivet College in 1863, being a classmate of Ex-G- A. R. Commander 
Shank, and in some particulars Shank's record exceeded my own. Studied 
medicine with Dr. Gallup of Marshall, entered the Medical department of our 
State University in 1864, passed the fall and winter of 1866-7 in the Philadel- 
phia University, which, February 23, 1867, awarded me the necessary creden- 
tials for dealing out distress to the already distressed. I came to Homer March 
27, of the latter year, and 1 am glad to say some of my first patients are 
still living Married Jennie M. Hill, August 27, 1870, and we have two daugh- 
ters, Sarah Louise and Mable Irene. 

dr. eugene a. collins [portrait.] 
fourth president of this Village, was born in Honeoye Ontario Co., New York 
Feb. 2, 1842. being the oldest son of Albert and Mary Collins. He came with 
his parents to Michigan in 1856 and in 1863 began the study of medicine in the 
office of Dr. Hawkins of Jonesville. Entered the Medical department of the 
Michigan University in the fall of 1863, took a two years course and in the fall 
of 1865 entered Bellevue Hospital College, New York, from which institution 
he received his degree of M. D. in 1866. He came to Homer in the same year 
succeeded Dr. Kussell, who died in March 1867. In January 1884 he removed 
to Salma, Kansas, where he still resides, and is in active practice. Dr. Collins 
had an exceptionally good business here for years and we understand he is 
blessed with plenty to do in his new field. Pie is a great lover of a fine horse 
and when he pulls the reins over one it has to "get there Eli." Dr. Collins has 
been twice married, first March 29, 1865, to Miss Carrie G. Kennedy, who died 
some years ago; second to Miss Carrie G. Johnson who is still living. 

HON. william cook [portrait.] 
fifth president of the Yill age, was born in Oneida county, New York May 3 
1818. He came with the family to Michigan in 1832, as stated elsewhere in this 
work. He married Miss Louise Woolley, purchased and moved onto the fine 
farm on section 1, Clarendon township, which Mr. Cook still owns. They have 
two children, Lizzie M. and Justin T. In 1882 Mr. and Mrs. Cook removed to 
this village, built them an elegant home and have since been residents of this 
place. For many years Mr. Cook was supervisor for Clarendon, in 1862-4 rep- 
resented this district in the state legislature and in 1875-7 was State Senator 
from this county. In each of these capacities he proved himself an able and 
efficient official, and one in whom his constituents had the utmost confident e 
As a citizen he is generous and liberal, and I do not think it saying too much 
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by adding: Few if any have more admiring friends than William Cook. Mr. 
Cook's present business is buying grain. 

Stephen n. allen [portrait.] 
sixth president of Homer Village, is a son of Ira and Bebecca Allen and was 
born in Geauga county, Ohio, December 26, 18-16. He came to Michigan in 1852 
with his father's family, first locating in Butler, Branch county, where they 
remained one year and then came to this village. In 1865 the subject of this 
sketch engaged in blacksmith] ng and the manufacture of carriages with an older 
brother, King P., now in Dakota. A few years a.^o King P. withdrew from the 
firm and Ethen L. a younger brother became partner, the firm now being S B- 
Allen & Co. In 1886 Mr. Allen was supervisor of this township, and for his 
efficiency as such officer would have received a renomi nation by his party had 
not the same been declined. He has been a member of the school board of this 
village for years, and still occupies said position. The firm of S. R. Allen & 
Co. does a lucrative business and is a leading institution of its kind in the coun- 
ty. December 23, 1868, Mr. Allen married Miss Mary Elizabeth Potter. They 
have four children: E. P. , Laila S., Susan P. and Ina E. 

"William w. snider [portrait.] 
seventh president of this Tillage, is the oldest son of Peter and Harriet Snider 
and was born in Albion, this county, June 29, 1857. He came to this village 
with his father's family in April 1876, and has since been a resident at the Hub. 
March 1, 1882 he succeeded George A. Dusenbury, of Murray & Dusenbury, 
dealers in dry goods, the firm becoming C. J. Murray & Co. The institution 
has a very large trade, and has long been a leading dry goods establishment, 
not only in this village but in Calhoun county. Mr. Snider is now filling his 
second term as Village President and is also Clerk of the township, having held 
the latter position for four years in succession. He is an active business man 
and makes an efficient public officer. April 19, 1882, Mr. Snider married Miss 
Ella C. Sabin, daughter of Abner and Mary Sabin, who died February 26, 1883. 



EDUCATIONAL. 

Elsewhere in this book allusion has already been made to the first schools 
established in the township, but it may be of interest to note. somewhat more 
minutely the progress of the school in the village, known then as it is now as 
District No. 1, in that pioneer period, in comparison with its present condition 
and advancement. 

The first regular meeting of the district of which there is any record was held 
in the "Presbyterian meeting-house," December 18, 1838. This meeting was 
held in the day time, Andrew Dorsey being moderator and E. Thornton secre- 
tary pro tem. Without transacting any business the meeting adjourned to re- 
assemble at the "Exchange" the same evening. The school house at that time 
was situated on the John Bunt farm nearly opposite the present home of Wm. 
Taylor. During the autumn of 1839 it was moved into the village and the site 
was fixed on "lot 75, between the Presbyterian and Methodist meeting houses," 
although the site was not at once occupied. 

In the spring and summer uf 1839 Miss Sarah Babcock taught the School and 
made the first recorded enrollment of her pupils' names, which numbered fifty 
and included Byron and Edwin Smith, Edward and Mary Lewis, Truman and 
John Powers, Lucinda, Phoebe and Sarah R. Burt, Ira, Martha and Nelson 
Lambson, M. W., Sarah H., Helen, Frederick and James Hatch, Luther Cham- 
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pion, Sally Foster, Jerome and George Drury, Emeline, Cynthia, Ann and Amos 
Deining, Wealthy Foot and Charity Letts. 

The first movement toward securing a library was made in the same year, 
ten dollars being voted by the district for that purpose. 

The wages paid for teachers were not extravagant, male teachers receiving 
from $16 to $22 per month without board, and females receiving $2 to $2.50 per 
week sometimes with and sometimes without board. As late as 1850 Miss Eliz- 
abeth Woolley .who was the principal teacher, had for her assistant for five 
weeks Miss Frances. Maynard, on the magnificent salary of seventy-five cents 
per week. 

In 1842 it was "resolved" to build a new school house, and $300 was voted for 
that purpose, and the contract was let to D. Buit, Jr. (father of our esteemed 
fellow citizen C. D. Burt), "according to plans and specifications in the hands of 
E. Henderson.' 1 The old house and fixtures were sold to John Ballentine for 
^49.50. This new house was completed in 1843 and served the uses of the dis- 
trict for twenty years, although numerous unsuccessful efforts to secure a new 
one had been made, attended many times with somewhat stormy and acrimo- 
nious debates. 

Select schools were established at various times in the district, one of the 
first if not the earliest, being conducted by the late Hon. J. jST. Westcott, a gen- 
tleman of much culture, and fine ability as an instructor. 

In 1843 the old wooden Presbyterian meeting house, which stood on the cor- 
ner of the lot now occupied by C. E. Barrow's dwelling house, was secured, fit- 
ted up, and a select school w r as opened, the Eev. Samuel Fleming, pastor of the 
Presbyterian church, being teacher. In April, 1854, J. E. Tenney of Vermont, 
now Judge Tenney of Lansing, and Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney, his young and 
beautiful wife, who is now, and for many years has been the very able and effi- 
cient Librarian of the State of Michigan, arrived in Homer, and at once estab- 
lished a select school in the old Presbyterian meeting house. The school was. 
very successful under their most excellent management. Mr. Tenney came ex- 
pecting to establish an academy, but there was much delay in the matter, and 
the following-year much to the regret of the entire community, he accepted the 
Superintendence of the Marshall city schools, and removed thence in Septem- 
ber 1855. Judge Tenney was and is a man of extraordinary ability, and his 
fund of general information seemed absolutely inexhaustible. He fairly rev- 
eled in statistics, and during his residence here, he was a sort of World's Gaz- 
eteer and universal cyclopedia of useful information. He was not only a brainy 
man but many a luckless lad who attended his school are firm in the conviction 
that he was a very brawny man. His methods were very pronounced. He ever 
sought to draw out the latent and inherent ability and good which he deemed 
the birthright of every individual, but woe to him who failed to respond to such 
reasonable expectations. Thus it came that his methods of instruction may 
have been properly called methods of involution and evolution, for often he 
hammered it in at one end and drew it out at the other. In fact the hammer- 
ing process sometimes became so vigorously marked and deep seated, that cer- 
tain hitherto incorrigible lads at times seemed unable to think of anything else, 
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and the abstracted and faraway look that overspread their faces as they meek- 
ly and silently received their refreshments from the mantel piece and then 
backed up in some convenient and obscure corner to rest, was truly pathetic to 
behold. 

But what shall be said of Mrs. Tenney? Nothing less than this can be said: 
If, under severe provocation he was sometimes the "tempest," she was ever the 
"sunshine." If his severity sometimes caused fear, her rare and raidiant 
sweetness ever inspired love. After all, Mr. T. was doubtless no more severe 
than the exigencies of the case demanded. Verily, he corrected us for our 
good, and we give him not only reverence, but for him and his lovely wife there 
is still a cherished and a very warm place in the hearts of all their old pupils. 

In 1856, after numerous discouragements and long delay, a joint stock com- 
pany was formed and Homer Academy, a substantial and commodious two 
story brick structure was erected, and a Mr. Jewell, of Connecticut, was en- 
gaged as principal. He not proving successful retired, and Rev. B. rancher, 
then pastor of the Presbyterian church, was induced to assume the position, 
which he held for years. During this time he was ably assisted by Norman J. 
Strong, now of Lenawee county, Miss Emily Robinson, who has since died, and 
Miss Sarah Coan, now wife of ex-Mayor Dean, of Niles. The school under the 
management of Mr. Fancher was eminently prosperous and successful, being 
well attended by resident pupils, as well as by a large number from neighbor- 
ing towns. Mr. rancher's peculiar fitness for the position consisted not only 
in his ability to instruct in the arts and sciences, but he was able and success- 
ful in an eminent degree in lifting the minds of his pupils to higher and nobler 
aspirations. He secured not only their reverence and respect, but also their 
friendship and love. Indeed, the feeling and relations existing between him 
and his pupils were like those of the celebrated and honored Dr. Arnold 
and his pupils of Rugby School. Happy thought, that the passing years have 
only served to strengthen and intensify this bond of affection between Mr. Fan- 
cher and all his old pupils. 

The academy flourished with varying success until 1863, the effect upon the 
ordinary district school being very disastrous and well nigh fatal. The district 
building became dilapidated, the number of pupils attending the school was 
greatly decimated and it became clearly apparent that two schools could not be 
successfully continued in the district, and therefore in September, 1863, at the 
annual meeting of the district a resolution was, after much discussion, earned 
to purchase the academy for the use of the district for the sum of $2,000. In 
1864 the district organized a graded school, and has since that time been suc- 
cessful and progressive. 

Among those who have been engaged as principals of this school are H. N. 
French now Supt. of Kalamazoo schools; Olaf Varlo, now occupying a profes- 
sor's chair in an eastern collage; L. E. Dow, now assistant principal in a pop- 
ular young men's training school in New Jersey; and R. A. Culver, now the 
popular and efficient Secretary of the County Board of School Examiners. The 
officers and teachers of the school at the present time are as follows: 

OFFiCERS-Rev. B. Fancher, moderator; William J. Gregg, director; H. H. 
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Parks, assessor; S. R. Allen, trustee; C. C. Worthington, trustee; Mrs. W. J. 
Gregg, librarian, "William Ryan, janitor. 

Teachers— A. F. Burr, principal; Miss Emma Runner,- assistant principal; 
Harry McArdle, grammar department; Miss Delia Carr, 1st intermediate de- 
partment; Miss Ella Ferris, 2d Int. Dept ; Miss M. A. Granger, primary de- 
partment. 

RELIGIOUS.— METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church of Homer, Michigan, was organized in 1836 
with 22 members, of whom Mrs. Calista Sabin is the only survivor. Michael 
Miller was the first class leader. The first board of trustees was Stephen S. 
Powers, Milton Barney and Truman Rathbun, elected in the year 1839. They 
commenced the erection of a church building at once, which was finished in 
1840. It was a frame structure 40x58 feet with basement and cost about $4,000. 
This house was used nearly forty years, when it gave way for the present struc- 
ture of brick, which was begun in 1878 and finished in 1 880 at a cost of nearly 
$13,000. 

In 1859 the society bought the house and lots on the corner of Hillsdale and 
Everett streets for a parsonage. In 1862 this was sold and the present parson- 
age was built on Adams street, two blocks west of the church. 

The present membership of the church is about 240. The Sunday school has 
a membership of 250 and is the pride and hope of the Church. "The following 
named persons have served this charge as Presiding Elders: E. H. Pitcher, 
• G. Smith, A. M. Fitch, E. McClure, R. Sapp, G. Bradley, J. Jennings, E. Hold- 
stock, M. A. Daugherty, D. D. Gillett, I. Taylor, H. Hall and A. A. Knappen. 

Pastors. Pastors. 

1836 to '39 John Kinnear, M. G. Per- 1857-58 W. H. Brockway, M. 1. Smith, 

kizer, Z. C. Brown, J. F. Davidson, 1859 H. Morgan, 

J.H.Pitezel, Benj. Sabin, S. Lapham, 1860-61 Thos. Lyon, 2 years, 

H. W. Ransom. 1862-63 W. W. Johnson, 2 years, 

1839-40 George W. Breekenridge, 1864 F. B. Bangs, - 

1841-42 R. Parker, I. Bennett, -1865-66 David Burns, 2 years, 

1842-43 I. Bennett, A. Staples, 1867-68 G. "W. Tuthill, 2 years, 

1843-44 E. Erchenbrach, S. Steele, 1869 L. M. Edmonds, 

1844-45 W. Collins, J. Jennings, 1870-71 J. M. Reid, 2 years, 

1845-46 Geo. Smith, J. Nobles, 1872 I. Taylor, 

1846-47 Geo. Smith Win. Bigelow, 1873 H. Worthington, 

1847-48 R. Pengelly, T. H. Jacokes, 1874 A. Hunsberger, 

1848-49 I. Cogshall, Win. Kelley, 1875-76 ST. Fassett, 2 years, 

1849-50 I. Bennett, C. C. Olds, 1877 T. H. Jacokes, 

1850-51 I. Bennett, W. II. Perrine, 1878-80 E. L. Kellogg, 3 years, 

1851-52 A. C. Shaw, A. Gore. 1881 F. B. Bangs, 

1852-53 G. Bradley, J. Johnson, 1882 A. D. Newton, 

1853-54 F. Gage, A. W. Torrey, 1883 G. W. Sherman, 

1854-55 H. Law, J. W. Cawthorne, ' 1884-86 P. J. Maveety, 3 years, 

1855-56 M. B. Camburn, E. Crane, 1887 W. W. Rork. 



HOMER AND ITS PIONEERS. 107 

The following are in official relation with the Chinch at the present time:— 
Eev. Ira E. A. Wightrnan, presiding elder; Eev. W. W. Rork, pastor; Rev. 
Thos. Lyon, supernumerary and S. S. Supt.; Rev- W. P. McAllister, L. P.; T. 
E. Eslow, Elijah A. Smith, George S. Cotton, leaders; Thos. E. Eslow, Thos. 
Lyon, W. J. Webster, P. H. Carr, Z. P. Eslow, trustees; F. E. Strong, district 
steward; W. J. Webster, recording steward; S. R. Allen, James Thompson, W. 
W. Snider, Joseph King, E. S. Carr, Wm. M. Kellogg, Benj. Warner, J. W. 
Breakey, Hattie Cotton, Harriett Thorn,. M. E. Benham, stewards. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

The a First Presbyterian Society of Homer " was organized accord- 
ing to the statute September 4, 1837 in a room ov.er the store of Lewis & Smith. 
Arza Lewis was chairman of the meeting and Asahel Finch, Jr., secretary. 
This room was used about a year for public worship. The society at once pro- 
ceeded to take measures to 'provide a house of worship and on the 23d day of 
April, 1838, the "Session House," as it was called, was completed and accepted. 
It was 24 by 36 feet in size, costing $739. The first, minister employed was a 
Rev. Mr. Conklin. 

The "First Presbyterian Church of Homer" was organized June 2, 1838 by 
Rev. Elijah Buck and was composed of 34 members, 18 males and 16 females. 
A Congregational Church organized a few years earlier on Cook's Prairie was 
merged into the new organization in the village. The first minister after the 
organization of the Church was Eev J. W. Allen, for six months. During this 
time 37 others united with the Church, Rev. Mr. Smith was then employed for 
n few months ending June, 1839. Eev. B. E. Bennett then preached twenty- 
four Sabbaths. In September, 1840, Eev. Elijah Buck was employed for one 
year During the year following the Church was without a regular minister, 
but was supplied a part of the time by a Methodist preacher, Eev. Thos. Cham- 
pion In October, 1842, Eev. Henry J. Hammond began his labors and re- 
mained two years. In December, 1844, Eev. Mr. Morehouse was employed for 
the winter, and in May ,, 1845, Eev. Henry H. Northrop commenced his work 
and at the end of a year was called to the pastorate, installed, and remained for 
four and a half years. The next minister was Eev. Geo. C. Wood, who came 
4 in September, 1850 and labored two years. 

The old Session House had become too small for the growing congregation 
and in May, 1851, a move was made looking to the building of a new house of 
worship; but nothing definite was accomplished until the next year when (the 
oc ety ^s such feeling too poor to build), five members of the church agreed to 
P roceed>ith the work, furnish the necessary means and secure th ei* ay by a 
public sWof the slips when completed. On this plan a substa ntial b^k 
structure was Erected and finished in 1853, at a cost of about $8 000. Arza 
Swl; Hiram Smith and Henry Cook had charge of the work, each applying 
an equal aniount'of funds, the others* less amount in equal proportion. 

The church edifice was located on the present ample and eligible site, which 
with — ndable forethought had some time before been purchased and held 
for. this'" express purpose by Dea. Arza Lewis. 
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Eev. Samuel Fleming was employed in October ' 1852 and continuecFto sup- 
ply the church until January, 1855. In April, 1855, Bev. Bela Fancher 'began 
his labors and continued the regular minister for 9 years, till April, 1864. After 
the close of his labors with the church Rev. Win. F. Bose was employed and 
remained a little less than a year. In June, 1865, Bev. John Gerrish was em- 
ployed and at the end of his first year was called and settled as pastor and con- 
tinued as such until December 1877, a period of twelve years and a half. 

The parsonage was built in 1867 costing about $3,000. The lecture room was 
added to the church in the winter of 1876-7 at an expense of $1,600. 

The pastorate of Mr. Gerrish was followed by employing Bev. A. S. Badger, 
who commenced in. February, 1878, and closed his labors November 1, 1880- 
Following him a candidate, B«v. H. T. Scholl, supplied the pulpit two months, 
and in the spring of 1881 a call was extended to Bev. Edward K. Strong, who 
commenced his work May 1, was ordained and installed during the same month 
remaining pastor of the church till May 1, 1885. He was succeeded by Bev. 
Edward P. Clark who was with the church nearly two years, after which the 
Church and congregation called the present pastor, Bev. Herbert E. Davis, who 
entered upon his labors in September, 1887, and was duly installed the month 
following. 

In 1853 the subject of improving and repairing the church edifice was con- 
sidered, but it was not until 1885 at the annual meeting in May, that it was de- 
termined to "arise and build." The work of repairing and remodeling was 
commenced in August of that year and completed in the fall of 1886 at an ex- 
penditure of nearly $6,000, resulting in the present commodious and substantial . 
structure, standing conspicuously, an ornament to the village and a credit to 
the society. 

The first trustees of the society were Arza Lewis, Henry Cook, Asahel Finch 
Jr., 1ST. D. Skeels, David Janes and Medad Bordwell. The number of trustees 
was shortly after reduced to three. The present trustees are: H. A. Bunnell, 
Win. Gibson and W. M. Welch. The session of the Church at first consisted of 
three Elders: Medad Bordwell, Asahel Finch and Asahel Finch, Jr. The num- 
ber was afterward increased to six, and the present number is eight, consisting 
of Sylvanus Cook, Geo. H. French, T. II. Janes, W. J. Gregg, II. A. Bunnell, 
C. J. Murray, Ii. O. Cook and W. M. Welch. Henry Cook and Arza Lewis were 
the first deacons, serving for many years. Afterward David Janes and William 
Bouton occupied the same position till a few years since. The present deacons 
are Sylvanus Cook and G. II. French. 

A Sunday school has been maintained in connection with the Church from its 
small beginning, has grown to be a prosperous and flourishing institution and a 
a valuable aid to the Church. For superintendants it has had Samuel S. Lacey, 
Edward Henderson, David Janes, G. II. French and Wm. J. Gregg. Mr. 
French is now the superintendent, having occupied that position between 35 
and 40 years. 

In all 584 names have been entered upon the roll of the Church. The number 
now in communion is a little over 200* The society owns the entire square 
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upon which the church edifice, the parsonage and other buildings are situated, 
making a very valuable property— the whole convenient, well arranged and 
adapted to to the work of the Church. With these facilities and with an active, 
intelligent church membership, efficient and influential officers, and an able, 
earnest and devoted pastor, the Presbyterian Church of Homer will be in the 
future what it has been during its- past .fifty years, a potent influence for good 
in the village and surrounding community. 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 



Christ Church parish of Homer was organized May 25, 1840. For several 
yeais occasional services had been held in the village by Bev. William 1ST. Lys- 
ter of Brooklyn, Eev. Darius Barker of Jonesville, Bev. Charles Fox of Jack- 
son, and Bev. Montgomery Schuyler of Marshall. At the meeting called for 
the organization of the parish Bev. Wm. 1ST. Lyster presided. The officers 
elected at that time were as follows: Sen. Warden, Dwight Nims; Jun. War- 
den, Anthony Doolittle; Vestrymen, Andrew Dorsey, Elisha Thornton, Alex- 
ander J. Chester, Samuel Shaw, Hiram Smith, Henry D. Garrison and Timothy 
Hamlin. For more than a year after the organization Bev. Darius Barker offi- 
ciated alternately at Homer and Jonesville, services being held in the school 
house which stood east of the present M. E. Church. Mr. Barker was suc- 
ceeded in February, 1842, by Bev. F. C. Hodgkin, who had charge of the parish 
about three years, holding services half the time at Albion. The church edifice 
was build 1842, but was not completed and freed from incumbrance until 1844, 
when it was consecrated and occupied. In September, 1845, Bev. Darius Bar- 
ker again became rector, and continued until April, 1854. From this time till 
1865, the parish was not regularly supplied with a pastor. Bev. Mr. Corson of 
Jonesville, and Bev. Wm. Lyster officiated occasionally. In 1862 and for a few 
months in 1863 Bev. Mr. Hudson of Hillsdale county, had charge of the parish. 
In 1863 and 1864 Bev. Marcus Lane held services in Homer and Albion. Bev. 
Henry C. Bandall had charge of the parish from July 14, 1865, until October 1, 
1867. Bev. L. S. Bogers was the rector from Christmas, 1868, until 1870. For 
the next ten years services were held by Bev. Mr. Corson, part of the time quite 
irregularly. In 1881 Bev. Mr. Morton was the pastor. In 1882 Bev. Mr. Weth- 
erbee held services alternately at Homer and Schoolcraft. In July, 1884, Bev. 
B. A. Brown took charge of the parish in connection with Albion. Under his 
ministrations the church membership increased, a new interest was aroused in 
the parish, and the church building was repaired and very much improved, and 
made a comfortable and pleasant place in which to worship God. 

The present vestrymen are: J. M. Bayes, Stephen La Dow, C. F. Collins, 
Byron Armstrong, K. D. Beedon, J. H. Masten, W. A. Lane; Officers— Stephen 
A. La Dow, senior warden; C. F. Collins, junior warden; K. D. Beedon, treas- 
urer; Byron Armstrong, clerk. 
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SOCIETIES.— HUMANITY LODGE, NO. 29, F. A. M. 

has been in existence nearly forty years. The preliminary steps for its estab- 
lishment took place at a meeting of Master Masons in the Dorsey House in Aug. 
1848. Those in attendance were: Caleb Sherman, T. S. Dorsey, Isaac Van 
Fossen, James Valentine, John Burt, Nathan Eslow, Peter Arthur, Michael 
Miller, Jonathan Robinson, James T. Woolley, Joseph Gibbs, and John Balen- 
tine. The lodge worked under dispensation until Jan. 1849, when the charter 
was granted. The first officers were Caleb Sherman, W. M.; Isaac Van Fossen, 
S- W.; James Valentine, J. W.; Nathan Eslow, Sec'y; John Burt, Treasurer; 
Michael Miller, S. D.; Peter Arthur, J. I).; Jonathan Eobinson, Tiler; James 
T. Woolley and Joseph Gibbs, Stewards. 

The first lodge room was in the second story of the building still standing on 
the east side of Sophia street known as the Dorsey wagon shop. The brothers 
of the square and compasses met there until 1867, when a more suitable hall 
was procured on the second floor of the building now occupied as a hardware 
store by Strong Brothers. In 1871 the order moved to the fine hall now occu- 
pied by the Odd Fellows, celebrating the event by giving a grand banquet, and 
in 1877 removed to the elegant quarters fitted up expressly for their use on the 
second floor of Parks & Pratt's bank building, which the lodge still occupies. 
Regular communications are held Tuesday evenings on or before the full and 
visiting brothers in good standing are always welcomed. 

The following is a complete list of Worshipful Masters, with, the years in 
which they served: 

Worshipful Masters. Worshipful Masters. 

1848 Caleb Sherman, 1872 T. S. Dorsey, 

1849 James Valentine, • . 1873 E.A.Collins, 

1850 Isaac Van Fossen, 1874 and ''79 Charles Doolittle, 

1851 Michael Miller, 1877 Wesley Snyder, 

1852 and '56 Vernon Parks, 1878 and '80 C ;!). Burt, 
1853, '59 to '61 Daniel Dorsey, 1881 George Sanford, 

1854 and '58 Ledlie Burt, 1882 Jacob Wartman, 

1855 Kockwell Hazen, 1883 and '84 L. T. Van Horn, 
1857 Allen Deming, 1885 and '86 A. V. Parks, 
1862 to '69 also '75-6 Frank Mead, 1887 and '88 L. H. Champion. 

The present officers are: L. Ii. Champion, W. M.; Jehiel Cool, S. W.; David 
B. Kirby, J. W ; George Sanford, Treasurer; W. A. Mumbrue, Secretary; Wes- 
ley Snyder, S. D.; A. E. Howell, J. D.; S. R. Allen, F. H. Smith, Stewards; 
F. G. Seitz, Tiler. 

FRANKLIN MEAD [portrait.] 

for many years occupying the highest position in the gift of Humanity lodge- 
that uf Worshipful Master— was born in Clarendon, Orleans county, ISTew York, 
September 27, 1827, and died at his home in Clarendon, this county, August 
29, 1887. Mr. Mead was made a Mason and member of Humanity Lodge Octo- 
ber 26, 1858, the late Dr. Osborn, of Albion, officiating. Few if any were more 
attached to the order, none wielded a greater influence for good, none were more 
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impressive in performing the solemn ceremonies at the altar, and none observed 
more gentlemanly bearings or unsullied dignity while presiding over the delib- 
erations oi the lodge, than the subject of this sketch. Aside from his own fam- 
ily circle, none could love him more or appreciate his true nobleness better than 
those who assembled with him in conclave, in an order at the doors of whose 
council chamber kings and potentates knock for admission and are received at 
tne threshold where no distinction is made between the royal ranked or worldly 
titled and the occupant of the humble home. Franklin Mead was a son of Tim- 
othy and Permelia Mead, the father dying when Prank was but five years of 
age. In 1835 with the family, consisting of his mother who had remarried, one 
brother who was three years his senior, and one sister, Frank came to Michi- 
gan and located on the farm in Clarendon where he lived up to the time of his 
death, with the exception of two years residence in this village. The brother, 
Stephen Israel, died October 25, 1850. The sister, Chloe, who became the wife 
Henry Kennedy, died in Clarendon. March 24, 1884. His mother whose second 
husband's name was Blair, died at the home of her daughter September 4, 1860, 
agdd neary sevanty-two years. Mr. Mead was a member of the Free Will Bap- 
tist Church on Cooks Plains, was one of its staunch and able supporters and did 
much also in aid of Hillsdale college, being for years one of the trustees of that 
institution. For years he held positions of official trust in the township and 
while in this village was for a time one of the trustees of the common council. 
As an official he was able and efficient, as a man kind and generous, none more 
respected, none more loved and esteemed. Mr. Mead was four times married. 
First, November 26, 1848, to Catherine Cook, who died June 9, 1850; second, 
July 18, 1852, to Alma Cook, who died May 27, 1856; third, November 10, 1859, 
to Mary E. Lewis, who died July 31, 1874; fourth, in December, 1875, to Sarah 
Lewis who is still living. He had one son, Lewis P., who was born June 3, 
1862. Lewis lives on the old farm, married Miss Bose L. Chapin, September 
18, 1882, and has two children, Frank L. and "Babe." 

wesley snyder [portrait.] 

was born in Dryden, Tompkins county, New York, being a son of Abraham and 
Mary Ann Snyder. He came to Michigan with his father's family in 1846, 
locating on lands in what is now Albion township still owning and occupying 
the farm where the family first settled. March J5, 1859, Wesley married Miss 
Harriet M. Waldron, a resident of Jackson county, and they have three chil- 
dren, Richard W., who married Miss Ida A. Littlejohn and lives in South 
Albion; Byron S, who is in Woolsey, Dakota; and Anna May, living with her 
parents. Mr. Snyder has always been a farmer by occupation and has an ele- 
gant farm house. * He has been a Master Mason for nearly a quarter of a cen- 
tury and is an active member of Humanity Lodge, and also a Boyal Arch Ma- 
son. He was Worshipful Master of Humanity Lodge in 1870. 

Charles d. burt [portrait.] 

for two terms the presiding officer of Humanity Lodge, was born on Burt Hill, 
three miles south of this village, February 2, 1844. His father was David Burt, 
Jr., his mother Marietta Burt, (see pape 49.) In 1854 the father died, Charley, 
only 10 years of age being the oldest of the three children then living. To him, 
therefore, in his early life, the mother and the younger children looked for aid 
and counsel, and they looked not in vain. In this respect, what is said of Char- 
ley in youth can also be said of him in manhood, for the still widowed mother 
whose silvery locks and wrinkled brow betokens that she is now journeying 
down the hill of time, still has in this dutiful son, one who is ever ready to pave 
her path not only with cheering words, but with the comforts of life. Mr. Burt 
was a soldier in the war of the rebellion, being a private in Company A, 25th 
Michigan Infantry, for nearly three years. He is an ex-Commander of Gregg 
Post, &. A. B. and an ex-village trustee. He was for years connected with the 
Index office, for a time being a partner. He is now in the harness business 
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and has a good trade. He holds the office of village assessor and is also village 
recorder. He has been twice married: First, December 13, 1873, married 
Hattie L. Snider, who died May 17, 1875; second, married Marcella B. Richard- 
son. He has three sons, all from second marriage, Fiancis E., George D. and 
Charles E. 

George sanford [portrait.] 

was born in Greenville, Greene county, New York, March 30, 1846, his parents 
being George and Harriet Sanford. July 10, 1872, he married Miss Martha 
Champ of Onondaga, this state, and they have one son, Melville. January 1, 
1876, they removed to this village/and in March of the following year Mr. San- 
ford started in the hardware trade for himself, which business he is following 
at present. He is also manager and one of the firm known as the Homer 
Lumber Company, which was organized in November 1886, and which is doing 
an extensive business in lumber, coal, lime, etc. Mr. Sanford is a thorough 
business man, his hardware establishment is one of the finest in this section of 
the state, and its gentlemanly proprietor enjoys a very extensive trade. He is 
public spirited, and was a trustee of the village corporation from 1883 to 1885. 
He has been presiding officer of Humanity Lodge F. & A. M. and of Homer 
Lodge A. O. U. W. , . 

lewis henry champion [portrait.] 

the present Worshipful Master of Humanity Lodge and who is serving his sec- 
ond term as such, is about 51 years of age and was born in this township, be- 
ing a son of Jesse and Polly Champion and a nephew of Rev. Thomas Cham- 
pion, the latter a Methodist minister here in an early day. In the fall of 1866 
Lewis H. married Miss Eleanor B. Eslow, a daughter of Martin L. and Cather- 
erine Eslow, and they have one son Clyde. Mr. Champion takes an active in- 
terest in Masonry and is a good presiding officer. He is a farmer by occupation 
and has a fine home three and one-half miles south of this village. 



PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY. 

Homer Grange No. 200 warj organized by Grand Lecturer C. L. King, Janu- 
ary 10, 1874, at which time the following were elected officers: Master, Abram 
Gridley; Overseer, D. P. Hatch; Lecturer, Len Grover; Steward, Chandler 
Murray; Ass't Steward, G. A. Aldrich; Chaplain, T. E. Eslow; Treasurer, E. 
H. Leach; Secretary, C. C. Worthington; Gate Keeper, George Agnew; Ceres, 
Mrs. T. J. Lacey; Pomona, Mrs. T. E. Eslow; Flora, Mrs. E. H. Leach; Lady 
Ass't Steward, Mrs. G. A. Aldrich. The present officers are: Master, J. W. 
Breakey; Overseer, J. JB. Cunningham; Lecturer, Mrs. J.P.Cunningham; Sec, 
Mrs. L. II. Lockwood; Treas., A. Cunningham; Chap., T. E. Eslow; Steward 
A.E.Howell; Assistant Steward, G. A. Aldrich; Lady Ass't Steward, Mrs.' 
G. A. Aldrich; Gate Keeper, Mrs. A, E. Howell; Ceres, Mrs. D. C. Howe; Flora, 
Mrs. J. W. Breakey; Pomona, Mrs A. C. Sabin. The grange meets in A. O. TJ. 
W. hall every other week on Saturday evening. There is a membership of 
thirty. 

HOMER LODGE NO. 232, 1. O. O. F. 

was instituted on the 15th of June, 1874. Nearly one hundred and fifty Odd 
Fellows, among them several of the most prominent members of the order in 
the state, being in attendance at the opening ceremonies. The first officers of 
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the lodge were: M. W. Hatch, jST. G/, W. H. Powers, V. G.; W. O. Wells, R. 
S.; T. S. Dorsey, P. S.; E. P. Potter, Treasurer. The present officers are: — 
Walter P. Marsh, N. G.; O. W. Mumbrue, V. G.; J. H. Darruw, R. S.; R. C. 
Jones, P. S.; E. T. Dorsey, Treasurer. The lodge room is on the third floor of 
the Lyon block and is one of the most suitable and at the same time one of the 
finest furnished society halls in the place. Meetings Monday evening of eacli 
week. 

HOMER LODGE NO. 46, A. O. U. W. 

was organized April 30, 1878; with fifteen charter members, the present mem- 
bership being 112, making the largest secret society organization in the place. 
The Ancient Order of United Workmen is a fraternal organization, its business 
and purpose being to improve the mental, moral and social conditions of its 
members, to create a fund for the purpose of aiding them during sickness or 
other disability, to generally care for the living, to bury the dead and to se- 
cure for the family of every member in good standing the sum of $2,000 to be 
paid upon his death, in a manner as he shall direct while living. It is the larg- 
est society of the kind in the world, numbering now over 200,000 members in 
the United States and Canada. Since its organization six members of Homer 
Lodge have died and the $2,000 guaranteed to the family of each of the de- 
ceased was promptly paid. 



First Officers. 

P. M. W.— W. A. Lane, 
M. W.— D. P. Hatch, 
Foreman— B. F. Goodrich, 
Overseer— C. E. DeBow, 
Recorder— C. A. Slauson, 
Receiver — C J. Murray, 
Financier— L. T. Van Horn, 
Guide— George Sanford, 
I. W. — Linard Bom, 
q. w.— O. W. Mumbrue. 



Present Officers. 

P. M. W.— William Taylor, 
M. W.— J. W. Breakey, 
Foreman— J. H. Darrow, 
Overseer— George A. Aldrich, 
Recorder— Preston C. Mitchell, 
Financier— C. J. Murray, 
Receiver— W. W. Snider, 
Guide— C. Dorherty, 
I. W.— E. T. Dorsey, 
O. W.— A. Bennett. 



Date of Joining. 

April 30, '7£ 



May 2, 1878 

7, 

16, 

7, 



Members of Homer Lodge, No. 46, A. 0. 

Names. Date of Joining. 

C. J. Murray ,tl 
W. A. Lanctt 

D. P. Hatch ,tt 
C. E. DeBow, m 
L. T. Yan Horn, 1 1 
Geo. Sanford, ft 
Linard Born * t 
O. W. Mumbrue,t 
G. D. Cleveland,! 

E. S. Brockway *t 
W. J. Webster,!* 
A. J. An son, t 
Wm. Beedon,fl 
W. B. Janes, 
J. J. Banford,^ 
Jerome B. Henshaw* 



July 


11, 
11, 

25, 




Oct. 


3, 




Jan. 


30, 


1879 


Feb. 


13, 




Mar. 


.27, 




Apr. 


9, 

26, 




Mar, 


. 4, 


1880 


Apr. 


■ 1, 




May 


20, 




Sep. 


29, 




Dec. 


17, 





u. w. 



Stephen S. Thorn * 
H. S. Green, 

E. J. Potter, 
C. A. Barnum, 
A. T. Brooks, 
jST. D. Beedon,t 

F. Hannah, 
O. H. Mahany, 
E. A. Smith, 
E. L. Owen, 
E. G. Champion, 

G. S. Cotton, 
J. M. North, 
0. O. Ball, 

A. S. Benham, 

B. F. Simonds, 
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Members of Homer Lodge, No. 4-6, A. 0. TJ. W. 



Date of Joining. 


Names. 


Date of Joining. 


Names. 


Dec. 17, 


'80 


. A. U. Richey, 


Feb'y 


- 18, '86 


J. J. McCartney, 


Jan'y 18, 


'81 


P. D. Burns, 
R. C. Jones, 






Peter Reese, 
O. L. Linn, 


Feb'y 18, 




David B. Swart * 


Mar. 


4, 


W. P. Mansfield, 


July 15, 




A. J. Copman, 




18, 


A. Bennett, 


Sept. 16, 




W. H. Welch, 


May 


6, 


I. K. Henshaw, 






J. Pell, 


Aug. 


5, 


G. P. Bickford, 


Feb'y. 16, 


'82 


A. C. Sabin, 
A. Peters, 




19, 


G. A. Aldrich, 
J. M. Ogden, 


Sept. 9, 


'83 


P. C, Mitchell, 






W. M. Lyon, 


May 29, 




W. Taylor,* 


Sept. 


16, 


G. W. Armstrong, 






J. Watts, 


Oct. 


7, 


J. C. Humphrey, 






A. D. Bangham,* 


Nov. 


4, 


F. A. Dean, 






Lj B. Tompkins, 
W. H. Ashley, 






C. S. Hayes, 








18, 


D. F. Cole, 






C. Doherty, 


Dee, 


2, 


L. C. Robinson, 






E. W. Blair,* 






L. B. Crandall, 






W. M. Kellogg, 






J. A. Smith, 






A. B. Lacey. 






G. L. Woodard, 


June 5, 




C. 0. Hatch,' 






T. J. Shipp, 






A. H. Blair, 




16, 


R. A. Culver, 


11, 




R. J. Stid, 






J. M. Bickford, 


July 30, 




E. L. Mingus, 




30, 


T. D. Povvers, 


Oct. 27, 




J. McDonald, 






S. H. Stafford, . 


Feb'y 5, 


'85 


J. M. Burnam, 
E. C. Bouse, 






L. D. Sackett, 
D. PI. Janes, 


19, 




J. H. D arrow, 


Jan. 


20, '87 


J. D. Tillotson, 


Mar. 5, 




A. H. Randall, 






J. L. Harris, 


Apr. 2, 




E. R. Armstrong, 






W. J. Newton, 






T. H. Janes, 


Feb'y 


■ 3, 


F. S. Sackett, 






H. D. Lee, 






A. J. Whitney, 


16, 




W. M. Welch, 




17, 


L. D. Sanford, 


June 18, 




A. 1ST. Hopkins, 


Mar. 


3, 


F. E. Strong, 


July 2, 




W. W. Snider, 






C. C. Worthington, 


Jan'y 7, 


'86 


L. R. Mead, 






A. Spayde, 


Feb'y 4, 




C. F. Collins, 
F.J. Aitken, 
E. T. Dorsey, 






G. 0. Wright, 
A. E. Howell, 
N. G. Bennett, • 






E. C. Doolittle, 


Nov. 


17, 


S. L. Streeter, 






W. S. Harris, 


Dec. 


1, 


C. H. "Van Wagoner, 


18, 




John W. Breakey,, 
K. P. Allen, 
A. J. Juckett, 
C. A. Yandevoort, 


Apr. 


19, '88 


C. Snyder. 

B. F. Woodbury, 

II . Dickinson. 


* Died. 












t Charter members. 








X Past Masters. ' 








| Withdrawn and joined other Lodges. 







The order meets in their finely furnished hall in C. J. Murray's building, 
on the first and third Thursday evenings. 




r . . ,, DE ALTON P. HATCH. TP-HB] 
WILLIAM A. LANE.[ P . 102J ~ ^esm^ CHABLES A. SLATJSON.[118] 





CHESTER J. MURRAY. [118J ^ : %%$$, 
CHARLES E. T>E BOWTp.118] .^HHHH^ GEORGE SANFOKD. [p. 114] 





NATHAN D. BEEDON.f 119] ^--^gg^§^'^ 

ARTHUR D. BANGHAM.[p. 119] EDWIN W. BLAIR.[p. 119] 

HOMER LODGE NO. 46, A. O. IT. W.— PAST MASTERS. 
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de Alton p. hatch [portrait.] 

first Master Workman of Homer Lodge A. O. TJ. W., is a son of William Hatch 
(see page 93) and was born in Ohio June 9, 1833. He came to Michigan wit.li 
his father's family in 1850, settled on the farm south of this village which is 
still his home, Mr. Hatch, however, for the past few years being a traveling 
salesman. He took an active interest in the early development of Homer 
Lodge, w T as always m attendance at the meetings ana was a thorough yet court- 
eous presiding officer. April 17, 1855, Mr. Hatch married Miss Hattie B, 
Howard, who was born May 2, 1837. Mr. and Mrs. Hatch had seven children: 
Charles, W., married Libbie Rozelle and lives at the homestead; Marion K., 
born July 23, 1858, married George Burton, and died August 2, 1887; Francis 
J., married lone Hungerford, lives in Concord; Agnes G., now Mrs. Boyd 
Bainey; Seymour B., born August 25, 1865, died November 7, 1866; Madelon 
V. and Zaide Beryl, two younger daughters living at the homestead. They also 
have three grand children: A little daughter of Francis and a little son and 
daughter of Marion. 

charles a. SLAUSON [portrait.] 

first Recorder and second Master of Homer Lodge A. O. U. W., was born in 
Cairo, Greene county, New York, March 11, 1850. When six months old he 
moved with his parents to near Binghamton, entered the academy at Whitney's 
Point, New York, in 1863, and later taught district school four terms, be^an 
railroading as agent and telegraph operator in spring of 1871 on the D. L. & W. 
R'y., and the following year came west and served as operator in the Dispatch- 
ers office of the L. S. & M. S. R. R.' in Elkhart, Ind. Later, was an operator in 
that company's office at Chicago. In June, 1873, the company commissioned 
him agent and operator at Springport, this state, and the 1st of April following- 
transferred him to this village where he remained seven years, then was given 
charge of the company's business at Eatun Rapids, and in 1883 was appointed 
agent at Ypsilanti. August 1, 1887, he withdrew from the Lake Shore t<\ ac- 
cept of the position of Traveling Agent for the Red Line Transit Company 
with headquarters at Toledo. Mr. Slauson is a capable and efficient railroad 
man, and his promotions were awarded as a result of true merit. May 5 1 880 
he married Miss Ella J. Mahany, daughter of D. L. Mahany of this village and 
they have one little son, Francis. Mr. and Mrs. Slauson's home is in Hillsdale. 
Charles e. de bow [portrait.] 

a Past Master of Homer Lodge, was born in Sherwood, Branch county this 
state, Janimry 2, 1853, being a son of James E. and Luciuda De Bow, now res- 
idents of this village. Charley came to Homer with the family in 1863 At 
the age of twenty he had learned the dental art, and in August, 1873 opened 
an office here. Some eight years later he removed to Albion, where he is still 
practicing his profession and where he has a nicely furnished and finely 
equipped office for carrying on an extensive business, which he has. He also 
visits this place fortnightly as an accommodation to his patrons in this section 
He is author of a Dental Ledger, and inventor of appliances used in dental 
work, the former having been copyrighted and the latter patented. December 
15, 1773, he married Maggie G. Brown, and they have two children, Rosco H 
and Forence E. ' 

Chester j. Murray [portrait.] 
one of the first Masters of Homer Lodge, A. O. U. W., was born in Scio, Wash- 
tenaw county, this state, May 26, 1839. He is a son of G. B. and Hannah Mur- 
ray and with his parents in 1840 came to this county and settled on Wet Prairie 
He was in the army of the rebellion, for a time being Q. M. Sergeant of Com- 
pany A. 8th Michigan Cavalry, and later was Captain of Company A. 102d U 
S. C. T. At tne close of the war he returned to this county and February 6* 
1866 ; started in the dry goods trade in this village in a little wooden building 
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situated on the present site of L. D. Bradley's boot and shoe house. In 1872 
he erected his fine brick store building and ten years later enlarged the same 
to make room for his large and continually increasing trade. Mr. W. W. Sni- 
der is a partner of Mr. Murray in the business the firm being C. J. Murray & 
Co It is a very popular house and the dry goods establishments in the county 
that have a moie extensive trade are few and far between. As a business man 
of energy and enterprise, or as a liberal giver for all worthy objects the subject 
of this sketch has few equals and no superiors among us. Mr. Murray is a 
member of Gregg Post G. A. R. and was its first Commander. For five years 
was a member of the finance committee of the, Grand Lodge A. O. U. W., being 
chairman two years, and at present is Grand Foreman. He is an ex-Noble 
Grand of Homer Lodge I. O. O. F., was a village trustee in 1883-4 and for years 
was a trustee of Homer Graded Schools. In religion a Presbyterian, being an 
elder in that church here. July 19, 1866, Mr. Murray married Hattie Roberts 
of Toledo, Ohio, ?md has two children, Belle and Bert. 

DR. ARTHUR D. BANGHAM [portrait.] 

one of the Past Masters of Homer Lodge. 46, is a son of Sandusky K. and Min- 
erva E. Bangham and was born in Marengo, this county, November 8, 1859. 
When a boy in school the garment covering the heavy part of his anatomy went 
through many a dusting from the long end of the ruler, and in later years he 
presided in school, and it is presumed with a similar weapon. In 1879 he 
entered the regular medical department of our State University, which institu- 
tion awarded him the degree of M. I), in June 1882. The same season he be^an 
the practice of his profession in Dexter, succeeding Dr. Howell who removed 
to Alpena. In the May following he sold his practice and outfit to a Dr. Wright 
and in company with J. T. Honey and Edwin Bennett of Dexter, he went on a 
prospecting tour through the west, visiting the principal cities in California and 
Oregon, and Washington and Utah Territories. In Sept. 1883, he came to this 
village, where he is now carrying on an extensive drug trade in connection with 
a large practice. He belongs to several orders, was one of the organizers of the 
Blue Cross, and is a Supreme officer in the same. He is also a village trustee 
at this time. August 26, 1880, he married Estelle Austin of Marengo, and they 
have two children, Austin S. and Belle D. 

NATHAN D. BEEDON [portrait.] 

is a Past Master of Homer Lodge No. 46, A. O. U. W., and was born in Wash- 
tenaw county, this state, September 7, 1842, his parents being William and 
Sarah Beedon. In 1847 the family moved to Yates county, New York, where 
young "Nate" passed the most of his boyhood on the banks of the historic Sen- 
eca Lake. At the breaking out of the late war Nate enlisted as a private in Co. 
B., 126th N. Y. S. Y. and served as a soldier for three years. December 12, 
1866, he married Priscilla Berry, who was born in New York state in 1844. In 
1877 with their family consisting of three children then living they came to 
Michigan and located in this village and have since been residents among us. 
Mr. Beedon made a good presiding officer. He is also an active member of 
Gregg Post G. A. R. and in 1884 was one of the speakers on Decoration Day, 
delivering one. of the most able addresses ever listened to on such an occasion 
in this place. They had five children: Ida May, Who died at the age of five 
years in 1873; Harry and George; and little Carl, who died October 21, 1887, 
aged 12 years. Mr. Beedon farmed it until two years ago, when he began bal- 
ing and shipping straw, which business he now carries on on an extensive scale. 
The firm, Beedon & Aldrich. employ a number of men. 

edwin w. blair [portrait.] 

Past Master of Homer- Lodge No. 46, is a son of Dr. George W. and Betsey 
Blair, and was born in this village August 16, 1843. In early manhood he 
taught writing and was connected with commercial schools, and for a time was 
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In the wholesale tobacco business "in St. Louis, Mo., after which he came to 
Port Huron, this state, where for some years he owned a foundry. and machine 
shop. In 1881 he returned to this village and on December 19, of that year 
opened a restaurant which he has since carried on in his present place of busi- 
ness. He keeps notions, candies, fruits, etc., and has a well stocked establish- 
ment. Oysters fresh from Baltimore, oranges from Florida and ice cream from 
the "North Pole" are always supplied in their season. He takes an active in- 
terest in the A. O. U. W. and for the past two years has devoted a good deal 
of time to lodges and societies having for their object family protection by in- 
surance. October 13, 1869, he married Nellie A. Palmer of Port Huron and 
they have had six children, four of whom are living: Mettie, Daisy, Charles 
IT. and Prank P. 




JOHN; - CLARK GREGG. 

[page 122.] 



GREGG POST, NO. 155, G. A. R. 

was mustered in by Judge Advocate Mark A. Merrifield, assisted by Chief of 
Staff Keynolds, July 12 1883. The Post started out with 22 members, and was 
named Gregg Post, in honor of John Clark -Gregg, whose portrait and a sketch 
is given in this work. 



First Officers. 

P. C— Chester J. Murray. 
S. V. C— John Hoffman. 
J. Y. C— William O. Wells. 
O. D.— Theodore D. Creque. 
Q. M— Luke M. Thayer. 
Adjt.— Charles D. Burt. 
Chap.— Joseph M. Dolph. 
O. G.— David Kirby. 
S. M.— Nathan D. Beedon. 
Q. M. S.— Harry Hopkins. 



Present Officers. 

P. C. -Joseph M. Dolph. 
S. Y. C.— George W. Grubb. 
J. Y. C.— Luke M. Thayer. 
Adjt — Harry Hopkins. 
Q. M.— Lewis Waterman. 
Chap.— Nathan D. Beedon. 
Surg.— Albert J. Juekett. 
O. D.— David Kirby. 
Q. G. — Abram Bennett. 
Q. M. S.— M. M. Ford. 
Guard— George Morton. 
Sentinel.— F. Snyder. 





CHESTER J. MURRAY, [118.] 



WILLIAM O. WELLS, [p. 122.] 






CHARLES D. BURT, [p. 113.] 




r -.oo . ALYIN N. HOPKINS, [p. 123.] 

WALTER P. MARSH, [p. l^.J 

GREGG POST, G. A. R.-ITS COMMANDERS. 
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Boster of Gregg Post, No. 155, G. A. B. 



Name. 



Company. 



Name. 



Company. 



C. J. Murray ,t A 

John Hoffman. A. 
W. O. YVelKf ' A 
L. M. Thayer, I 

C. D. Burt,tt A 
J. M.Dolph,Jt 
David Kir by, I 
N.D.Beedon. B 
A . .1 . Juckett, I 
John Mumbrue, I 
John Brainard, C 
Abram Bennett, C 

D. H. Janes, A 
Thomas Ryan, G 
I) C.Dolph, I 
J as Thornton, H 
A.N.Hopkins,:|:t*E 
Robert Warren, B 
Step'n Sherman, H 
Harry Hopkins,! I 
L Waterman, M 
Alva Spayde, B 
Isaac Robinson, A 



8th Mich.Cav. 
(andl()2U.S.C-T. 
8th Mich.Cav. 
25th Mich. I. 
4th Mich. Cav. 
25th Mich. I. 
■27thMich.I. 2S.3. 
6th Mich. H. A. 
126tti N. Y. I. 
2d Mich. I. 
9d Mich. I. 
25th Mich. I. 
67th Ohio I. 
17th Mich. I. 
1st Mich. Ov. 
4th jvlich. Cav. 
15th Mich. I. 
7th Ohio I. 
9th N. Y. N. A. 
13th Mich. I. 
2d Mich I. 
2d Mich. Cav. 
38th Ohio I. 
82d Ohio I. 



W. P. Marsh,f A 
LinardBorn,* E 
Henry S. Green, A 
David Foley, B 
A. P. Wyant, F 
A. N. Richey. E 
W. H. Stebbins, I 
C. H. Barnes, B 
Jas. H. D arrow, H 
Geo. W. Grubb, I 
Geo. Morton, B 
S. G. Bennett, G 
H. E. Barker, I 
P.H. Taffee, A 
J. F Blodgett, A 
M.M.Ford, I 

Floren Snyder, A 
Uriah Marteeny, D 
W.W.McClintock,C 
J. I. Yandenburg,C 
G. D. Cleveland, E 
H. A. Littlejohn, E 
Jacob Stross. E 
H.B. Foote, C 



186 N.Y.I. 
1st Mich. I. 
1st Mich. Eng's. 
8th Mich. Cav. 
55th Ohio I. 
6th Mich. H. A. 
1st Mich. S. S. 
49th .Mass. I. 
9th Mass. I. 
1st Ohio. I. 
1st N.J. Art. 
9th Mich. I. 
1st Mich. Lg't Art. 
6th Mich. H. A. 
25th Mich.' I. 
6th Mich. H. A. 
141st N. Y. I. 
3rd Pa. H. A. 
28th Mich. I. 
1st U. S. S. S. 
6th Mich. H. A. 
7th Mich. Cav. 
9th Mich. I. 
166 0hioNat.Gds. 



* Deceased 
t Commander. 
X Adjutant. 



JOHN CLARK GREGG [portrait.] 



after whom the Grand Army Post of Homer is named, was among the first to 
offer his services to the government at the beginning of the great rebellion. v In 
connection with others a company of three months men was raised in thejsouth-: 
ern part of Calhoun county and at a meeting of the company held in Tekonsha 
Mr. Gregg was unanimously elected captain. No more three months men ' 
would be received by the government and hence the company disbanded. An. 
offer of a lieutenantcy came from Marshall in a company forming there but was 
one day too late, he in company with eight others having gone to Detroit and 
enlisted in Co. I. 2d Michigan Infantry. He was a faithful and true soldier and 
for meritorious conduct at the battle of Williamsburg, was specially commended 
by Col. O. M. Poe, and his adjutant and company officers, and recommended to 
Governor Blair for promotion to a lieutenantcy. For some reason this promo- 
tion never came although it was strongly promised. Mr. Gregg died in Wash- 
ington on January 9, 1863, of exposure and overwork incident to camp life, and 
is buried at the soldier's home in that city. 

william o. wells [portrait.] 

Past Commander of Gregg Post, was born in Clarendon, this county, February 
4, 1845, being a son of William W. and Martha B. Wells. He removed with 
his father's family to this village in 1862 and in August of the same year en- 
listed in company A. 25th Michigan Infantry and served in the U. S. army for 
three years. July 3, 1866, he married Ellen O. Andrus, of Clarendon and has' 
since been a resident of this place. He has frequently been called upon to fill 
official positions of trust, being an ex-village' trustee, ex-township treasurer, ex- 
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deputy sheriff of this county and in the latter capacity he was one of the best 
deputies Calhoun county has ever had. For a time he was in the mercantile 
Dusmess here and later dealt in insurance and real estate. Now and for a year 
S 6 Jb # ? h AT S be ^ ? trave]in g salesman for the Pitts Agricultural 
Works of Buffalo, New York. He has three children: Lena D., Preston L. 
and Jb lorence. 

Walter p. marsh [portrait.] 

a Past Commander of Gregg Post G. A. R., was born in Jefferson county, New 
*ork , February 1, 1846, his parents being James and Sarah Marsh. Walter 
served in the 186th New York Infantry, being 2d lieutenant of company A. of 
that regiment. In 1867 he went to Dundee, Illinois, where he remained three 
years and then removed to Charles City, Iowa. Januarys, 1872, he married 
Llizabeth M. Cook, only daughter of Sylvanus and Lucy Cook, the ceremony 
taking place at the home of the bride's parents in this village. Mr. and Mrs. 
Marsh returned to Charles City, where they remained until 1875, when they 
came to Michigan, settling in Clarendon where they now reside. Mr. Marsh is 
a farmer and has a fine home one mile west of this corporation. He takes an 
active interest in Homer Lodge No. 2.32, 1. O. O. P. as well as in Gregg Post, 
and at the present time is Noble Grand of the former organization. Mr. and 
Mrs. Marsh have had three children, two of whom are living, Frederick and 
Henry. 

alvin int. hopkins [portrait.] 

who was Commander of Gregg Post at the time of his death, which occurred in 
this village on the 13th of February, the present year, was born in Berlin, Erie 
county, Ohio, March 13, 1843. In 1861 he enlisted in the 7th Ohio Infantry and 
served in the Union army for four years. In 1865 he came to Michigan and 
February 9, 1868 married Clara A. Harding an adopted daughter of Elijah and 
Almira Andrus of Clarendon. Mr. Hopkins followed farming as an occupation 
until 1883 when he removed to this village and went into the drug trade, which 
business he continued up to the time of his death. He took an active interest 
not only in Gregg Post but also in A. O. IT. W. matters, being presiding officer 
of Homer Lodge No. 46 when summoned from earth. He was a kind hearted 
generous man, practical and successful in business pursuits and enterprising as 
a citizen. His sudden death cast a gloom over the community, and was keenly 
felt not only by his immediate friends but by all who knew him. He had three 
daughters, Clara, Minnie and Jennie. 



GREGG POST RELIEF CORPS. 

was instituted by Department President Emma S. Hampton March 12, 1885. 
The corps started out with sixteen members and now has forty. Mrs. N. D. 
Beedon, through whose efforts the corps was organized, was elected its first 
president. Mrs. O. J. Murray was its second president, occupying the position 
two terms. Mrs. Murray was followed by Mrs. II . S. Green, who was succeed- 
ed by Mrs. David Kirby the present president. The corps is an active adjunct 
to the Post and is one of the most worthy organizations in the place. Its prin- 
cipal objects are the relief of the needy and distressed, and many a home has 
been * brightened by the liberal disbursing of supplies from its well rilled 
treasury. 




A, D. BANGHAM, [page 119.J 



c. h. cook, [page 126.] 



w. c. Allan, [page 126.] 



HOMER TENT NO. 148, K. O. T. M. 

of the World was instituted with sixteen charter members June 13, 1885, its 
present, membership being sixty-four. Its foundation is morality, its principles 
fraternity, its objects the relief of the sick and distressed and the protection of 
humanity, especially the widow and the orphan. The order here is gaining rap- 
idly, its members taking an active interest in promoting the usefulness and 
prospesity of the tent and the society stands second to none of its kind in the 
place. They meet every Tuesday evening in the well furnished hall of their 
own over Dr. Bangbam's drug store. The K. O. T. M. ladies do much to assist 
in the social features. 
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Officers of Homer Tent No. 148, K. 0. T. M. 



First Officers. 

Sir Knight P. C,-E. W. Blair, 

■" C— G. A. McCartney, 

u L. C.— A. P. Wyant, 

" R. K,— C. M. Waite, 

« F. K.— W. W. Snider, 

" Prelate-S. L. Streeter, 

" Phy.— A. D. Bangharn, 

" Serg't— C. M. Emmons, 

" M. A.— J.A.Nichols, 

" 1st M. G.—F. R. Brown, 

" 2d M. G.— W. A. Emmons, 

44 Sent.— J. J. Perry, 

" Pick.— J. C. Patterson, 



Present Officers. 

Sir Knight P. C.— L. R. Mead, 

" C.— Chas. Gilchrist, 

" L. C.—W. Mingus, 

u . R. K.— W. 0. Allan, 

" F.K.—W.W. Snider, 

" " Pre.— W. A. Needham, 

" Phy.— C. H. Cook, 

" " Serg't — C. Avery, 

u M. A.— A. E. Knight, 

16 1st M. G.— C.Kline, 

" 2dM. G.— A. Nelson, 

" Sent.— E. L. Baxter, 

u Pick— W. Nelson. 



Members of Homer Tent No. 148, K. 0. T. M. 



Date of Joining. 


Name. 


Date of Joining. 


iSJ'ame. 


June 10, 1885 


, E. W. Blair, 


Eeb. 8, 


W. O. Clark, 




G. A. McCartney, 


Mar 22, 


W. Nelson, 




A. P. Wyant, 




A. R. Nelson, 




W. W. Snider, 


Apr. 12, 


B. Rainey, 




S. L. Streeter, 


June 14, 


PL C. Bronson,- 




A. D. Bangharn, 


Aug. 9, 


D. Houchen, 




J. A. Nichols, 


23, 


A. W. Keasey, 




E. R. Brown, 


Sept. i'7, 


A. E, Knight, 




J. J. Perry, 


Oct. 27, 


S. Peters, 




J. C. Patterson, 




E. Harino;ton, 




IX. A. Little John, 




J. IT. Mendel], 




R. Simmonds, 


19, 


A. R. McMurtii 


Aug. 17, 


M. Rhodes, 




T. Gregg, 


Oct. 6, 


S. H. Rogers, 


25, 


W. S. Leach, 


Nov. 3, 


W. A. Needham, 




W. J. Nelson, 


17, 


G. Ballentine, 




A. Nelson, 


Feb. 9, 1886, 


W. H. Mingus, - 




E. L. Baxter, 




L. R. Mead, 


Nov. 1, 


R. Dewey, 


23, 


J, W. Simpson, 




M. J.Rowley, 


M*ar. 10, 


J. H. Vaudybogart, 




J. Nelson, 


23, 


S. R. Butler, 


8, 


F. Garland, 


Aor. 20, 


C. G. Kline, 




D. F. Cole, 


May 11, 


W. Kennedy, 


22, 


W. L. Garland, 


25, 


W. C. Allan, 


Dec. 27, 


N. C.Daggett, 




A. Perry, 


Jan. 9, 1888, 


C. F. Avery, 


June 22, 


C. E. Gilchrist, 


' 24, 


F. Austin, 


Aug. 10, 


E. Osborn, 


31, 


P. W. Chase, 


Get, 26, 


A. W, Pratt, 


Mar. 20, 


S. D. Strong, 


Nov. 23, 


G. L. Wooclard, 


Apr. 17, 


R. W. Snyder, 


Dec, 14, 


C. B • Cook, 


")•> 


S. P. Aldrich, 




Chas. Hatch, 


May 1, 


G. A. Lansing, 


Jan. 13, 1837 


, H. Wait, 


8, 


F. S. Cotton. 
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G. ALBERT MCCARTNEY [portrait.] 

first Sir Knight Commander of Homer Tent K. O. T. M. and P. C. C. of Homer 
Lodge K. of P., was born in Shelbv, Orleans county, ISTew York, March 28, 1852, 
being a son of William H. and Sarah A. McCartney, now residents of Benton 
Harbor, this state. When Albert was two years of age the family came to 
Michigan and settled in this village since which time he has with the exception 
of a year or two made this place his home. He is a carpenter and builder by 
occupation and is one of the. most thorough and practical workmen and con- 
tractors in this section of the state, and has been awarded the contract of 
erecting many of our finest and most substantial buildings. He takes an active 
interest in Homer Fire Department, and is an able and efficient trustee of this 
village. He at present is in the employ of the Homer Lumber Company. De- 
cember 15, 1874, Mr. McCartney married Miss B. Elvira Bandall, of Concord, 
and they have one son, Earnest. 

william c. Allan [portrait.] 

present Sir Knight Becord Keeper of the S£. O. T. M., was born in Brechin, 
among the hills of bonny Scotland, August 26, 1862, his parents beinej William 
and Jane Bankin Allan. William C. came to America in 1881, and on Novem- 
ber 12, 1883, married Elizabeth Taylor of Toronto, Canada. April 22 of the 
following year they came to this place, Mr.. Allan opening a tailor shop, soon 
demonstrating that he was an expert in that line of work. He now carries on 
tailoring on the second floor of C. II. Cook's drug store building, employs sev- 
eral hands and is doing a good business, even filling many orders for suits from 
all parts of this county, as well as from Jackson, Hillsdale and Branch counties. 
Mr. and Mrs. Allan have one son, James. Mr. Allan takes an active interest in 
the K. O. T. M. and makes an efficient Becord Keeper. 

dr. charles h. cook [portrait.] 

Sir Knight Physician of Homer Tent K. O. T. M., is a son of E. H. and Martha 
M. Cook and was born in Clarendon, this county, August 24, 1856. He spent 
his boyhood days in Clarendon and in 1878 began the study of medicine in the 
office of the late Br. Switzer, of Tekonsha, attended lectures in the Eclectic. 
Medical College of Cincinnati in 1880-1, and the latter year came to this village 
and began the practice of his profession. In 1882 he went to Burlington, suc- 
ceeded Dr. Green, also opened a drug store and was appointed and served as 
postmaster. In the fall of 1884 he entered the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons of Chicago, attending two courses, receiving his degree of M. D. March 
23,1886. In April of the latter year he returned to this village where he 
again entered upon the practice of his profession in connection with the drug- 
trade which he carries on extensively, having a large list of patrons in both lines 
of his work. September 1, 1881, Dr. Cook married Dana G. Warner of Albion. 
She is an estimable lady and the Dr. and Mrs. Cook have a very pleasant home. 



HOMER LODGE, NO. 88, K. OF P. 

was instituted November 30, 1887, with twenty-three charter members, the 
membership now being thirty-five. The Knights of Pythias is the youngest 
secret society organized in the village, but in popularity it is making great 
strides for a leading position. It is made up as a rule of the younger class of 
our business and representative men and they are a jolly as well as a clever 
lot of Knights. The Lodge meets Wednesday evening of each week in I. O. 
O. F. hall. 






tiir 



w. w. snider, [page 103.] gg 
q. a. MCOARTNET?[page 126.] M #\ V\\ g. A. haynbs, [page 128.] 






A. J. ogden, [page 128] 



* s. D. strong, [page 128.] 

Officers of Homer Lodge, No. 88, K. of P. 

First Officers. 

P. C. C.— G. A. McCartney, 
0- C— W. W. Snider, 
V. C. C— J. T. Cook, 
Prelate.— G. A.Haynes, 
M. of E— P. C. Mitchell, 
M. of P.— W. O. Clark, 



Present Officers. 

P. C. C— G. A. McCartney, 
0. c.— W. W. Snider, 
Y. C. C.— J. T. Cook, 
Prelate.— G. A. Haynes, 
M of E.— P. C. Mitchell, 
M. of F — S. D. Strong, 



K. of B. & S.— C. R. Mains, 
M. at A.— A. J. Ogden, 
I. G.— C, E Gilchrist, 
O. G.— W. H. Mingus. 



K. of P. & S.— W. O. Clark, 
M. at A.— C. E. Gilchrist, 
I. G.— E. I. Allen, 
O. G.— W, H. Mingus. 
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DR. GEORGE A. HAYNES [portrait.] 

Prelate of Homer Lodge Knights of Pythias, was born in Princeton Massachu- 
setts May 15, 1858. His parents were Joshua A. and Charlotte Haynes, the lat- 
ter s maiden name being Perkins. Both parents died when George was but 8 
^ears old, leaving him and three sisters, two his senior and one his jumonn 
years. The two older died later, the younger now being Mrs. P. W. Pike ot 
East Saganaw, this state. His boyhood days were passed on a farm, andwhen 
old enough did his share of work until the fall of 1876 when he entered the 
Wesleyan Academy at Wilbraham, Mass., where he graduated June 17, 18b0, 
and the same year became principal of the High school at Dalton m the same 
state. In the fall of 1881 he came to Michigan and entered the regular medi- 
cal department of our State University, receiving his degree of M.D. from the 
latter institution June 26, 1884. He at once came to Homer and opened an 
office and has an exceptionally fine business. Dr. Haynes' great grandfather 
and grandfather served as officers of the Continental army in the revolution, his 
great grandfather falling at the battle of Concord. 

albert J. ogden [portrait.] ■ u 4.1 

Master at' Arms of Homer Lodge K. of P., is a son of Arby S. and Elizabeth 
Oden and was born up in Ionia county, in the town of Otisco, on the 28th ot 
April 1856. He came to Homer with the family in 1860. Although on account 
of his tender years he didn't make much of a stir when he first arrived, when 
he o-ot a little older there was not a boy in town but knew it it Bert was around. 
The only bones he ever had broken was one of the shafts to his underpinning 
and that was so nicely repaired that it did not in any way impair his fine anat- 
omy He is one of the most popular men in town, has filled the office of town- 
shin 'treasurer several times and might have still more times had he accepted 
it He is a trustee of the village council, and though one of the youngest mem- 
bers of the board he is one of the ablest. He is of the firm of Thayer & Ogden, 
o-eneral blacksmiths and dealers in agricultural implements, and the firm is one 
of the most reliable and substantial in the place. October 25, 1883, he married 
Sophronia Hartley and they have a home where the older delight to assemble, 
but the very young have not as yet strayed that way. . 
charles R. mains [portrait.] 
K ofR S. of the Homer Lodge Knights of Pythias, is a son of John and Mary 
J ' Mains and was born in Eckford, this county, December 23, 1865. His early 
education was received in a district school. In 1882 he entered the bprmg 
Arbor Seminary, where he remained three years, and then entered the law de- 
partment of our State University, graduating from the same two years later, 
June 30 1887. On August 13th following Mr. Mains opened an office m this 
place for the practice of his profession, and soon began what is proving a very 
lucrative and satisfactory business. He is a thorough student of law and has 
marked le^ai ability which cannot fail to bring him into prominence at the legal 
bars of this country. Jan. 5, 1887, he married Nettie Omans, of Spring Arbor. 

samuel d. stkong [portrait.] 
M of F of the Knights of Pythias, is a son of Chauncey G-. and Pannie E. 
Strong of Tekonsha, where Sam was born March 10, 1862. Sam grew up m 
that burg and this particular production did not hurt the place and fortunately 
the place did not seem to have any bad effect on the product. In 1881 Sam 
went to Colorado where for two years he was in the silver mines, after which he 
returned to Michigan and worked for two years at the tinner's trade m his na- 
tive town March 10, 1885, he came to this village and in company with his 
brother Prank E. engaged in the hardware business. The firm, which is P. E. 
Sirono- & Brother, succeeded B. P, Goodrich. Their establishment is one of the 
finest°not only in this place but in southern Michigan, and they have a big 
trade' Sam is a member of the M. E. Church choir, has a fine voice which 
makes him a favorite vocalist. September 15, 1884 he married Ella J. Dorris, 
of Tekonsha. 





W. J. GREGG, fpagelOl.] 



G. D. CLEVELAND, [page 130] 







l. b. tompkins, fpage 130.] 






KNIGHTS OF THE BLUE CROSS 

is an institution which owes its incubation .to this place, the first oiganization of 
its kind and having its name taking place in this village. It is incorporated un- 
der the laws of the State, the charter governing the supreme lodge bearing date 
September 16, 1887. The offices of the organization are in this place. It is 
a fraternal society, its object being insurance. 



Supreme Lodge Officers. 

S.N.M.— W.J. Gregg, 

S. S. N, M.— Mrs. F. B. Gregg, 

J. N. M.— T. D. Creque, 

Sec— L. B. Tompkins, 

Treas.— G.D. Cleveland,' 

Chap.— Mrs. E. Bangham, 

Marshal.— Mrs. F. L. Cleveland, 

M. E— A. D. Bangham, 

I. G-— Mrs. L. K. Tompkins, 

O. G.— Mrs. L. A. Creque. 



Officers of Homer Lodge, No. 1. 

S.jST. M— J. M.Dolph, 
1ST. M.— G. A. Haynes, 
J.N, M.— A.Kirby, 
Sec— J.H. Harrow, 
Treas — E. W. Blair, 
Chap.— T. H. Janes, 
Marshal.— D. H. Janes, 
M. E.— G. A. Haynes, 
I. G.— A. Janes, 
O. G.— C. R. Church. 
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levi b. tompkins [portrait.] 

Supreme Secretary of the Knights of the Blue Cross and one of the organizers 
of that order, is a son of Jesse and Maria Tompkins, the latter's maiden name 
being McClean. Levi B. was born in Gilboa, Schoharie county, N. Y., Aug. 
17, 1850. He came to Michigan with his father's family, worked on a farm and 
later became clerk in a store, bookkeeper and school teacher. Before arriving 
at his majority he began the study of law in the office of Hayes & Wright at St. 
Louis, this state, and in 1871 went west with the senior member of that firm, 
John D. Hayes. March 6 of the following year, Mr.. Tompkins was admitted to 
practice law by Judge Crounse at Lone Tree, now Central City, Nebraska; and 
immediately thereafter opened an office in Grand Island that state, with Mr. 
Hayes, the firm being Hayes & Tompkins. Later he returned to Michigan 
and March 10, 1876, was admitted to practice in this state by Judge Hart of 
Ithaca and June 16, 1885, was admitted to practice in our supreme court by 
Chief Justice Thomas M. Cooley. In March, 1878, he settled in Albion and Oc- 
tober 30, following came to this village where he has since been in active prac- 
tice. He has a good business, thoroughly understands his profession, and his 
ability has many times brought him into prominence in many of the different 
courts in this state. He is author of an "Attorney's and Collector's Kegister," 
which has been copyrighted. He has been twice married, first July 9, 1873, t<\ 
Hattie Osborn of Clarendon, who died April 21, 1874, leaving an infant son, 
Harry L.; second September 21, 1881, to Loaisa Kell,and from the latter union 
there are two children, Bessie L. and Floyd K. 

GEORGE D. CLEVELAND [portrait.] 

Supreme Treasurer of the Knights of the Blue Cross, was born in Wood county, 
Ohio, October 31, 1840, being a son of Brainard and Esther Cleveland. George's 
mother died when he was but 7 years old, his father three years prior thereto 
having become insane from injuries resulting from the kick of a horse, had been 
sent to the insane asylum at Columbus. A year after his mother's death an 
uncle brought George to Michigan and farmed him out to James H. Cook, now 
of this place. At the age of eighteen George ran away and for the next few 
years worked for A. C. Sabin, Peter Mitchell and Bev. Bela Fancher. Matters 
got so h6t down in Dixie that George enlisted and served as a soldier for up- 
wards of two years, in company E. 6th Michigan Heavy Artillery, the most of 
the time being regimental clerk. He was offered a commission in a colored reg- 
iment but did not accept. He was with his regiment at the time of the taking 
of Tort Gaines and Morgan and at the fall of Mobile. April 18, 1864, Mr. 
Cleveland married Flora L. Bobinson and they have two daughters, Mary F. 
and Dollie. Mr. Cleveland has been in the lumber trade here for nineteen years, 
his yards and offices being located near the Lake Shore station. He has a big 
traae and is one of our most enterprising and substantial business men. He 
was a member of the village council for ten years in succession, is an ex-mem- 
ber of the school board, etc. He is public spirited and has built and sold sev^ 
eral residences. He was an invalid for several years but is in the enjoyment of 
better health now and makes business boom in lumber, lath, lime, coal, etc. 



HOMER FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

This organization is limited to fifty men, each member being allowed a sum 
prescribed by the common council, for being in attendance at regular meetings, 
drills, etc. The department has lately been reorganized and its members as a 
rule can hustle like blazes when it's blazes they are after. The department is 
equipped with one of the finest hand engines in this country, hooks and ladders 
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with truck, chemical extinguishers, buckets pumps, etc. The present officers 
are: President, D. II. Janes; Sec, E. W. Blair; Treas., G. A. McCartney; 
Chief, C. F. Avery; Foreman of Engine Company, George Granger; Ass't For- 
man, William Kennedy; Foreman of Hose Company, F. S. Cotton; Assistant, 
A. E. Knignt; Foreman of Hook and Ladder Company, G. A. McCartney; As- 
sistant Foreman, Frederick Seitz. 



THE RAILIiO ADS, —MICHIGAN CENTRAL. 



The railroad facilities of Homer are unsurpassed by any town in the state of 
Michigan which makes it a peculiarly desirable point foi: establishing m.mu fac- 
tories. First comes the Air Line division of the Michigan Central, the oldest 
and most important road, with its fifteen or twenty regular trains, tin's number 
being largely increased during the busy season. The Michigan Central has al- 
ways been a favorite with the traveling public, its track being smooth, and 
s">lid, it« ''ars clean and luxurious, i1 '^ connections close and certain, its speed 
•second L) none and its employes couiceous and obliging. 

The Michigan 
Ccntial is the only 
leal fc4 Niai»" a. ra 
Falis Houte" in 
the country,— 
none genuine 
without "M. C." 
blown m the bot- 
tle. It is the only 
railroad that gives 
a s a 1 1 s f a c t o r y 
view of the Falls. 
Eseiy clay train 
slops fiom five 'to 
ten minutes at 
Falls View, which 
is v\hat the name 
indicates, a splen- 
did point from 
which to view the 
gieat cataraetf It 
is light . on the 
brink oltiie grand 
canyon, at the 
Canadian end of 
the Horse-Shoe, 
and e\ery part of 
the Falls is in 
plain sight. Even 

oMMiprew flf^i^M^—ra**^^ ■■ ~ - ™««_«_- - if he is too ill or 

too lazy to get out of "his cai , he can see the liquid wondei of rhe woild from the 
window or the plattoim. This is the Michigan Ceiitial's scrongest hold on pop- 
ular fa voi. its greatest advantage, its chief attraction. So loiu> as the waters of 
that mighty liver thunder down to the awful depths below, so long as the rush 
nnd roar, the surge and foam, and pnsmatic spray of nature's cataractic mas- 
teipiece Lenain, to delight and awe the human soul, thousands and tens of 




132 



HOMER AND ITS PIONEERS. 



thousands of beauty-lovers and grandeur- worshipers will journey over the only 
railroad from which it can be seen. There is but one Niagara Falls on earth, 
and but one direct great railway to it. 

LAKE SHORE AND MICHIGAN SOUTHERN. 

Next comes the Lansing Division of the L. S, & M. S. running from Hills- 
dale to Lansing, being one of the most popular northern and southern roads in 
the state. This road runs two trains each way daily. 

CINCINNATI. JACKSON AND MACKINAW 

.running from Toledo to Allegan, which is yet a new road, but bids fair to make 
some of our old lines in the State do some hustling work to keep pace with it. 
It runs three trains each way daily. 

These three roads supply the town with very fine mail facilities. No less 
than eight or ten mails being: received and as many sent daily. To any enter- 
prise seeking a fine healthful location, superior mail and shipping facilities, ex- 
cellent schools, fine churches, and an excellent moral atmosphere, Homer cer- 
tainly offers first-class inducements. 




ROW OF BUSINESS BLOCKS ON MAIN STREET EAST OF SOPHIA. 
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THOMAS LYON. 

In continuing these brief sketches of Homer's 
business and representative men of to-day, I should: 
be derelict in duty did I not give Eev. Thomas Lyon 
a prominent place among them. In fact if there is 
any man among our citizens who is deserving of a 
place above all others in the scale of enterprise and 
public spiritedness it is Mr. Lyon, as no man in the 
whole list has been more liberal with his own 
means or has done more to build up the village than 
he. In fact in the erection of fine buildings no six 
men have done as much. In all worthy objects 
tending to build up the place the name of. Thomas 
Lyon always finds a prominent place among the ^ 
largest subscribers, and to the man in business'^ 
who needs ready means in times when currency is 
scarce he seems to delight in extending accommo- thomas lyon. 

dation. He has an abundance of this world's goods, is the heaviest taxpayer 
in the township and owns property including several farms elsewhere, all of 
which has been accumulated through good business ability, good management 
and excellent financiering. Mr. Lyon is a son of Thomas and Lois Lyon and 
was born in Bethel, Sullivan county, New York, May 22, 1819. In early life he 
united with the Methodist Episcopal Church and upon arriving at manhood en- 
tered the ministry, which, with teaching, he followed for twenty-eight years, 
eighteen years of his ministerial work being in this state, he joining the Mich- 
igan conference in September, 1854. In March, 1870, Mr. Lyon settled in 
Homer and opened the Exchange Bank in a little wooden building on Sophia 
street. He at once erected a fine three story business block at the corner of 
Main and Sophia streets, which contains three elegant stores on Main street 
and the postoffice on Sophia street. The latter place Mr. Lyon occupied for his 
bank after the building was erected until his removal to the building which he 
erected expressly for banking purposes in 1887, and which is the finest bank 
building in Calhoun county. Mr. Lyon has been twice married; first to Susan 
Brow r n, a noble woman beloved by all who knew her, and who died January 20, 
1884; second to Lottie L. Rice, an estimable lady. There is but one child, a 
little son, John Thomas, which is the issue of the second marriage. 

ALBERT V. PAKKS, 

of Parks & Pratt, bankers, is a son of the late Dr. Yernon Parks and was born 
in this village June 2, 1845. In company with Mr. Pratt he began banking 
business in this village in 1875. Their house has always maintained an envia- 
ble position as a sound and substantial institution. In December, 1881,^ Mr. 
Parks married Gussie Mitchell, daughter of the late Peter Mitchell and they 
have three children, Arthur M., Helen and Laura. 

WELLS PKATT 

is the junior member of the firm of Parks & Pratt, bankers, and is also of the 
firm constituting the Homer Lumber Company, and also of the firm of Pratt & 
Worthington, grain buyers. Mr. Pratt is a native of New York and is about 
thirty-six years of age. He came to Homer from Jackson county in 1872, first 
clerking for Pratt & Davis. Mr. Pratt married Nettie Spinning of Grass Lake, 
October 19, 1876 and they have one son, Henry O. 

ALBERT ANDRUS, 

of the firm of Andrus & Webster, bankers, was born in Clarendon, this county, 
November 22, 1840, and is a son of Elijah and Almira Andrus, and followed 
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farming until May of last year, when in company with Mr. Webster he opened 
the banking house of Andrus & Webster. It is the youngest banking institu- 
tion m the place, but its proprietors are business men and both are well healed 
with this world's goods, which makes their institution a substantial financial 
concern. November 26, 1861, Mr. Andrus married Miss Alvener Hopkins and 
they have three children, Judson, May and Leonard. 

WILLIAM J, WEBSTER, 

of the firm of Andrus & Webster, is a son of Kobertand Elizabeth Webster and 
was born m England May 17, 1848. Mr. Webster came to the United States- 
when a boy and m 1871 came to this village. For a time he taught school, later 
was cashier of the Homer Exchange Bank, and still later for a term of years 
was postmaster here. He is an ex-member of our school board, and at present 
is a village trustee, and justice of the peace, in every place an able official. In 
18/2 he married Cynthia A. Powers, of this township, and thev have one daugh- 
ter, May. " & 

ORLANDO L. LINN, 

Orlando Livingston is his given name in full, but his more intimate acquaint- 
ances shorten it up considerable by calling him 
''Dick." Dick was born in Bourbon, Marshall 
county, Indiana, September 23, 1855, his parents 
being James W. and Lucy Linn. Dick was evi- 
dently a. clever boy in his youth, one who loved 
sport, and these traits have ever stuck by him. In 
1883 he came to Michigan and in company with 
Alva Spayde, now of Hudson, opened a clothing 
and boot and shoe establishment in this place, the 
firm being Spayde & Linn. The house at once took 
a prominent place among our business institutions 
which had a good trade, and which increased year- 
ly. In September last year Mr. Spayde withdrew 
and Mr. Linn became sole- proprietor. Mr. Linn 
keeps a large and exceptionally well selected stock, 
is a practical business man and without a doubt has 
as p;ood a trade as any house of the kind in the 
county. February 17, 1875, Mr. Linn married Miss 
Elsia A. Nave, of Eoanoke, Indiana and they have 
one son, Prank. n T TT7v ,^ r 

' O. L. LINN. 

FRANK E. STRONG 

is one of the most popular business men of the 
place of to-day, and is an older brother of Sam 
D. Strong, whose portrait is seen elsewhere. 
Prank was born in Tekonsha, October 11, 1858. 
When. Prank was nineteen years old he came to 
Homer and presided at the tinner's bench for B. 
P. Goodrich, and later returned to Tekonsha 
where tor a few years he was in charge of a branch 
store of Mr. Goodrich's. March 10, 1885, in com- 
; pany with his brother Sam, he purchased the 

■ Goodrich stock and has since carried on trade un- 

■ der the firm name of P. E. Strong & Brother at 
the old stand in this village. They carry an im- 
mense stock and probably have as extensive a 
trade as any hardware house in the county. Like 
Sam, Prank is a singer, and like Sam too he is 
one of the happiest fellows in all Michigan. Peb. 





'RONG. 



16, 1881, he married Nora V. Thorn, of Homer, and they have three'daugbters'. 
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WILLIAM RABY, 

a leading dealer in lumber, lath, lime, etc, was 
bom in Soham, Cambridgeshire, England, Decem- 
ber 24, 1822, his parents being William and Ann 
Raby. In September, 1842, he married Mary S. 
Borne, of Isleham in William's native shire. Will- 
iam was an apprentice at blacksmithing at the age 
of sixteen, became an expert at the trade and fol- 
lowed the occupation at Isleham until 1848, when 
he left England for Sidney, New South Wales, In 
the following year he left Australia, for London, 
going around Cape Horn, the passage consuming 
twenty-four weeks. In 1850 he came with his fam- 
ily to the United States and for a time worked at 
blacksmithing in Albany. Jersey City and Buffalo, 
coming to Homer in 1858. Since coming to the 
United States he has visited the land of his birth 
four times, the last visit being in 1880. From 1866 
wm. raby. to 1871 he farmed it in Eckford, the latter year- 

opened the planing mills near the Air Line in this 
villiage which he operated for years. He is an 
exceptionally good business man. and has accum- 
ulated a good property. He is honorable in deal 
and his word is as good as a bankable note. He 
is an ex-trustee of our common council, is a mas- 
ter mason, and was made an Odd Fellow in Eng- 
land over forty years ago, and at this time is a 
prominent member of Homer Lodge No. 232. 
Mr. and Mrs. Raby have had sixteen children, of 
whom only five are living: Ann, now Mrs. B. D. 
Cook; Wm. J., who married Alice Seafer; Frank, 
who married May Brown; Emma, living with 
her parents and Minnie, now Mrs. F. S. Cotton. 
Mr. Baby's lumber yards and office are located 
near the C. J. and M. railroad station. 

GILES E. COOPER. 

In the town of Scipio, Hillsdale county, this 
state, on a beautiful day, June 17, 1854, the neigh- g. e. coopek. 

bors called upon Abram and Eliza Cooper to congratulate them upon the arrival 
of a son, who later was named Giles E. It was not the first son in the house- 
hold, but it was the first Giles. In 1876 Giles came to Homer and in company 
with his father and an older brother, William W., opened the Osborn House. 
They were practical hotel men and built up an extensive hotel business. Later 
Giles and his brother were in the livery business and still later opened an agri- 
cultural warehouse, which they still own and operate, the same being under the 
charge of the subject of this sketch. Giles is also proprietor of one of the lead- 
ing grocery establishments in this place. There is no better business man here 
than Giles. He handles lots of ducats and salts a good pile of them in his ex- 
tensive business. He never was married but says a host of old maids, with 
now and then a younger one, and an occasional widow, have given him ample 
opportunities. 

GEORGE E. WALWORTH, 

although not now a resident of this village, having recently removed to Hills- 
dale, was for the past three years so prominently identified with our business 
interests as to deserve a notice of praise. He is a son of Thomas H. and Martha 
A. Walworth and was born in Jackson county, December 18, 1859. December 
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3, 1884, he married Miss Fannie Merrett, of Eaton 
Rapids. Mr. Walworth was with Reynolds Bros., 
Eaton Rapids, for years and in January 1885, was 
placed in charge of a dry good store of the Rey- 
nolds' in this village. Later the establishment was 
purchased by George E. and a younger brother, 
Ora, the firm being Walworth Brothers. Ora later 
withdrew and George became sole proprietor.' He 
continued in trade here until April of tbe present 
year, when he removed to Hillsdale. George is an 
exceptionally good business man and had a good 
trade here. He was a trustee of the village coun- 
cil in 1887 and during his stay in this place w r on a 
host of friends. 

RICHARD F. CHURCH. 

one of Homer's popular business men, was born on 
Door Prairie, Indiana, September 5, 1848, being a 
g. e. walworth. son of Alonzo and Mary J. Church. Richard or 

Dick as he was naturally nicknamed, came to Mich- 
igan with Ms father's family when but four years 
of age, settling in ISTorvil, Jackson county. Arriv- 
ing at manhood Dick learned the jeweler's trade 
and in 1873 came to this village, with a limited kit 
of tools, and opened shop, which was the nucleus 
of his fine jewelry establishment which is not only 
an ornament to the town but a business place vis- 
ited and admired by the traveling public. Few if 
any firms in the county handle a finer class of 
goods, and no dealer in jewelry is more reliable. 
August 21. 1874, Mr. Church married Jennie Web- 
ster, of Maple Rapids, who died December 24, 1878. , 
He has one daughter, Maude. • I 

CHARLES R. CHURCH, 

brother of Richard, was born in Jackson county, 

September 28, 1859. Charles is also a jeweler by 

occupation and is one of the best skilled workmen R. F. church. 

ever in this place. His establishment is always 
well stocked with the finer class of goods and 
though first starting in trade here in April two 
years ago, he has already built up an unusually 
good business. October 1. 1882, Charley married 
Ida A. Tubbs, who was born in JSTew-York state, 
and they have one little daughter, Mary F. 

IRA K. HENSHAW, 

of Henshaw & Co , undertakers, and manufactur- 
ers and dealers in furniture, is a son of Ira K. and 
Catherine M. Henshaw, and was born in Genesee 
county, New York. June 23, 1844. Ira learned the 
trade of cabinet maker in Batavia, New York, and 
for a time worked at that occupation in different 
cities in that state. He is a skilled workman in 
the true sense of the term and can make anything 
that can be carved out of wood. He came to Mich- 
igan in 1870, located in this village, and for several 
years was in the grocery business. In December 
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1885 he opened his present establishment, employ- 
ing a number of workmen in the manufacturing de- 
partment.' Henshaw & Co. also own one of the fin- 
est funeral cars in this section of the state and 
their services as embalmers are almost always 
sought in ease of death anywhere in this section. 
September T, 1867. Mr. Henshaw married Emur- 
ette M. Putnam, of Batavia, New York. They have 
one daughter Ivy R. 

LUKE M. THAYER, 

of Thayer & Ogden, general blacksmiths and dealers 
in agricultural implements is of English descent, 
but if one goes back in genealogy for a couple of 
centuries he will find a Frenchman, an ancester, 

who spelled his name Theirs. Luke was born in _.._.. v .. 

Onondaga. New York, December &1, 1834, a son of ■'^■^^■■>>^^ 

Sanford and Sarah Thayer, the latter's maiden l.m.thayer. 

name being Miner. Luke learned blacksmithing when eighteen years ot age, 
and later served on the police force of Syracuse, X. Y., for five years. Came to 
Homer in the spring of 1855. When the war of the rebellion broke out Luke 
was one of the first on deck and with John Gregg, Col. Allen Demmg and L. 1 . 
Potter was instrumental in raising the first company of three months men in 
this part of the countv, and at a meeting of the company held in Tekonsna was 
tendered the office of lieutenant. As no more three months men were wanted 
Luke enlisted in Company I. 4th Michigan Cavalry, serving until the close ot 
the war or for nearly four years. In the 4th he was first farrier and later v et- 
erinary Surgeon of the regiment. He was never absent from his regiment only 
when on duly, and participated with it in over one hundred active engagements 
principally among them being the battles of Perryville, Murfreesborough, Chat- 
tanooga, Mission Ridge, Dallas, Kennesaw Mountain Atlanta and J™f^™f^ 
and was with Kilpatrick in his famous raid around Atlanta, Mr. Thayei being 
captured in the charge at Lovejoy Station but later Reaped. He was one ot 
the command that captured Jeff Davis at Irwmville May \^ l^^nd ^s one 
of the twenty-nine who dismounted and surrounded the Jeff Davis camp, Mi. 
Thayer having charge of the left of the line, Lieut. A. B. Pumnton now o 
C^dwater, being in charge of the right. The first shot was from the left and 
was "fired by Thfyer himself. Luke occasionally speaks of his adventures in 
the war, and is sure to when some other soldier attempts to size up a record 
Luke is a good business man, and a good official is now villa^ MarsM and 
has been a number of times before. October 6, 1854, he majned .Mary Eaton 
who was born in England. Erom this union there were eight children, tour ot 
whom are living, Thomas S., Glenny, Clifford and Tuney. 

E. CHARLES KOBINSON, 

of Robinson & Miller, formerly known as the Buckeye Machine Company deal- 
ers in agricultural implements and farm machinery, was born m LeRoy this 
^unWeXry29;W January 6, 1887, Mr. Robinson came to this place 
anTilcoiny with Mr. Miller opened their establishment. The institution at 
once tooH leading position, and as the firm only handled the better class of ma- 
ch?n^ once entered upon an extensive trade .which Lhas .con- 

stant!^ The offices and ware rooms are owned by Messrs. Robinson 

ffirSain street and are not only the best = ed but § are i among 
the largest institutions of the kind m the county. November 15, 1887, Mr. kod 
inson married Miss Cora Brown, of Battle Creek. 

ZENAS W. MILLER, 

of Robinson & Miller, was born in Dimdas co unty, ^^of mnchester Oaga^, 
January 6, 1861. In 1879, moved to York State, and to Michigan in 188.. Came 



138 



HOMER AND ITS PIONEERS. 




to Homer in 1887. On November 11, 1884, Mr. 
Miller married Miss Hattie Bobinson, of Leroy, 
and they have one daughter. Carrie. 

CAP, WILLIAM B. LARRABEE. 

One of the jolliest and best naturecl men in town 
is Cap. Larrabee. He is known as Cap. but is en- 
titled to still another cognomen, that of Doctor. 
He does not look after the ills of man, but if there 
is a sick horse anywhere in this section, the Cap- 
tain is usually summoned, and if there is any one 
who can restore to health the noble specimen of 
the brute creation, it is the subject of this notice. 
Captain Larrabee was born in Brownesville, Pa., 
December 30, 1830, his parents being Joseph W. 
and Lucy A. Larrabee. He came to Michigan in 
1856, went further west and returned here in 1858, 
went into the army in 1862 and for* nearly four 
vears was first lieutenant of Company A. 4th 111. wm. b. larrabee. 
Cavalry. At the close of the war he returned and purchased a farm south of 
here in Litchfield, and in 1873 sold out and removed to Grand Island, Nebraska, 
ana in 1885, returned to this village, where he has since practiced veterinary 
surgerv, for which work he has a fine outfit of instruments and appliances and 
is very" successful. November 16, 1855, Captain Larrabee married Mariette 
Bugbee, a daughter of Loren Bugbee, of this village. Mrs. Larrabee died in 
Nebraska, Mav 29, 1878, leaving one daughter, Gertrude, now the widow of the 
late Dr. T. C. Howe who died in this village February 7, 1886. 

Jx\MES A. CLARK, 

of Clark & Son, grocers, was born in Elba, Genesee county, New York. 
February 22, 1836,' his parents being William and Mary Clark. James came 
to Michigan in 184*, making his home in this place and vicinity until 1869, 
following farming and carpentering. Enlisted in the Union army serving as 
private in company A. 1 5th Michigan Infantry. In 1869, he w r ent north, and for 
a time was in the mercantile and lumber business in A msden, Montcalm county, 
and later removed to Lansing, where he did mechanical work for four years on 
the Capital building which was being erected, anO the six years following was 
assistant engineer in the same building. Eeturnecl to this village in August 
1883, and began his present business, the firm being Sloan & Clark. One year 
later W. O. Clark, son of James, succeeded Mr. Sloan in the business, when the 
firm became Clark & Son. Clark & Son have an elegant business place, one of 
the most complete and best selected stocks in town, and no-firm has a better 
trade. Mr. Clark has been twice married, first November 1, 1858, to Miss Lois 
Budd. of Clarendon, who died September 3, 1869, second December 9, 1872, to 
Miss Eliza Burlingham, of Lansing. 

WILLIAM O. CLARK, 

son of James A., and of the firm of Clark & Son, was born in Clarendon, Oc- 
tober 5. 1863. He is one of the popular young business men of the place and 
married MissLillieKirby, daughter of David Kirby of this village, April 8, 1885. 

B. FRANK WOODBURY, 

of B. F. Woodbury & Co. was born one mile north of this village, in Albion 
township, September 7. 1853,' his parents being Joseph and Emily Wooodbury. 
The father died when Frank was four years old. Frank learned telegraphy 
and was operator at the Air Line station in this village for ten years. In 
March last he purchased the late A. N. Hopkins' drug stock and is carrying on 
the same. Frank is now one of the best pharmacists in the place, has lots of 
patrons as well as a host of friends, and has one of the best drug trades in town. 
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THOMAS J. WALFORD, 

proprietor of Walford 's livery and sale stables, was 
born in Middlesex, Yates county, New York, July 
15, 1 834. his parents being John and Elizabeth Wal- 
ford. Thomas was bred, on a farm and after arriv- 
ing at manhood followed farming as an occupation 
for twenty-six years. Early in life he formed 
quite an attachment for line horses and to-day, as 
a judge of good horse flesh he has no superior any- 
where. He first came to Homer in 1872, remained 
a time, then purchased a farm in South Albion. In 
1882 he removed to Kansas and four years later re- 
turned to this " village and engaged in the business 
of buying and handling horses for the eastern mar- v ' 
kets, in due time running a livery in connection. ' 
He has some of the best turnouts ever in this place, 
keeps them up in nice shape, and is a clever, ©blig- 
ing man. One can seldom look through his stables t. j. walford. 

without seeing one or more fine animals which are 
destined for driving in Central Park or some other 
noted place in an eastern city. November 4, 1865, 
Mr. Walford married Zelp'hia Brown, of Yates Go. 
They had one son and three daughters: Edgar S., 
Agnes, now Mrs Jacob Loder, Annis, who married 
John Sharp and died in Kansas, and Olarrissa H. 
living at home. 

WILLIAM M. WELCH, 

Homer's popular dentist, was born in Clarendon, 
a few miles west of this village, June 17, 1851, and 
is a son of William and Mary Welch. At the age 
of eighteen years he began the study of dentistry 
in Bristol, Indiana, completing the same in the 
office of Dr. Eggleston, in Marshall, this county. 
Dr. Welch practiced his profession for ten years in 
Beading, Hillsdale county, and in 1883, came to 
this village. His office and operating rooms are on 
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the second floor of Lyon's bank building, and are 
not onlv nicely furnished but are. fully equipped 
with all the best instruments and appliances for 
successfully carrying on dental work, and the doc- 
tor is a successful operator and skilled workman 
and has an exceptionally good business. He takes 
an active interest in religious matters and is an 
elder and trustee of the Presbyterian church in this 
village. April 24, 1872, he married Abigail Gan- 
nett, of Bristol, Indiana. They have two children 
Winfred E. and Lewis G. 

JOHN HOFFMAN, 

dealer in agricultural implements, carriages and 
farm machinery, is a son of Henry and Ellen Hoff- 
man, now of Eekford, and was born in JSTew York 
city December 18, 1844. John came to Michigan 
when a boy, learned the carpenter trade and Dec. 
15, 1862, enlisted in Company A. 8th Michigan 
Cavalry, first being corporal and then sergeant. 
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While the army was at Dandridge, Tenn., on Jan- 
nary 16, 1863, John with three others was sent with 
dispatches from G-en. Burnside's headquarters to 
Colonel Genard some fifteen miles distant, and 
John and his companions were taken prisoners. 
They were taken before Gen. Longstreet and sent 
to prison, first to Belle Isle, then to Libby, then 
Andersonville, next to Florence and lastly to 
Charleston. John was in prison fifteen months, 
seven months of the time at Andersonville. His 
three companions died in prison. John suffered 
terribly from prison life and it was only his then 
good constitution and a heap of grit that enabled 
him to survive. Probably no man can give a more 
correct idea of Andersonville than Mr. Hoffman. 
At the close of the war John returned to Michigan, 
worked at carpentering in Eckford until 1871, when 
he came here, ran a livery for a few years and then 
engaged in his present business and has a fine 

trade. Is an ex-village 








FRANK AUSTIN. 

trustee and ex-township 



treasurer and made a good official. Oct. 8, 1879, 
he married Mary Snider. They have two children, 
J. Norman and Mabel. 

FRANK AUSTIN, 



of Bangham & Austin, druggists, is a son of Theo- 
dore N. and Helen M. Austin, of Marengo, this 
county. Frank was born in .Cayuga county, ISTew 
York, April 6, 1858. Came to Michigan with the 
family when four years of age, settling in Mar- 
shall. Arriving at manhood he became a carriage 
woodworker, but failing health caused him to dis- 
continue that occupation for farming. Later for 
three years he was a traveling salesman for Cray 
& Rood, of Toledo, selling harness hardware, his 
territory being Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and Il- 
linois. In 1887. he came to Homer and engaged 
c. h. mahany. in the drug trade with Dr. Bangham, and the firm 

fine business. July 31, 1879, Mr. Austin married Alice M, Sharp, of ISTew 
They have three children, Pearl S., Theodore N. and Helen M. 

HARLO WAIT, 

of Wait & Co., grocers, was born in ISTew York, February 25, 1856, being a sou 
of the late Martin Wait. April 17, of the present year, Wait & Co. succeeded 
Cole & Wait, Harlo being a member of the latter firm. Mr. Wait is a practical 
business man and the establishment has an exceptionally good trade. 

CHARLES H. MAHANY, 

manufacturer of the Baldwin hammock and swing, is a son of David L. and 
Sarah A. Mahany. Charley arrived in town December 7, . 1854, and when the 
older ladies heard him yell, observed his well cut features, and saw the promi- 
•nent nose masquerading between the little bright eyes they no doubt said he's 
a beauty, and they knew if he grew up he would be a jolly good natured fellow, 
for he was a chip off the old block. But they had no idea that .his face would 
ever produce such a portrait as the one which so faithfully represents him in this 
work. Charley was bred m the healthful atmosphere of this place, and in time 
was in the mercantile trade with his older brother, William L. In 1880, he 
became a traveling salesman for the Seely Manufacturing Company, of Detroit, 



has a 
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and has since visited all the more important places 
from northern Wisconsin to Florida. He is still 
in the employ of that company, except for a few 
months during the summer season when he looks 
after his hammock business. The Baldwin is the 
finest hammock made and Mr. Mahany will get out 
several hundred this year. 

HENRY H, SHEAR, 

of Shear & Son, dealers in fresh and salt meats, 
was born in Tompkins county, New York, August 
5, 1826, and was a son of John and Mercy Shear. 
June 5, 1847, he married Mercy Van Loan, of 
Schuyler county, and on December 24, 1851, his 
first wife having died, he was again mar- 
ried, this time to Margaret E. Cotton, of the same 
county. In 1862 the family came to Michigan and 
settled in Clarendon, where Mr. Shear farmed it 
until 1884, when he removed to this place, first en 




H. H. SHEAR. 




gaging in the flour and feed business, also keeping 
a wood yard. He began his present business the 
first of March of this year. He is a member of the 
F. B. church on Cook's PJains, is a clever, good- 
hearted business man and can find money in any 
undertaking. He had eleven children, of whom 
eight are living: Malissa and Willard by first wife, 
Emmet, Syrenus, Belle, Arthur, Etta and Harmie 
by second. 

ARAH H. RANDALL, 

proprietor of the Calhoun mills, is a native of this 
.county, was born and bred in Tekonsha and his 
; early education was derived from the district 
• school. He entered Hillsdale college at the age of 
seventeen, was a student of that institution contin- 
uously for eight years, graduating June 19, 1873. 
For the next ten years he was engaged it teaching 
A. h. randall. and mercantile pursuits. About January 1, 1883, 
he purchsed the Calhoun mills and has since oper- 
ated the same. In 1887 he put in the improved 
roller process, and made other important changes, 
all of which necessitated an expense of several thou- 
sand dollars, the mills now being among the best in 
the county. Mr. Randall is now supervisor of Al- 
bion township, makes a good official and is filling 
his third term in said office. Jane 23, 1873, he 
married Miss Ada Tucker of Tekonsha, from which 
union there are five children, two .sons and three 
daughters. 

WILLIAM PEPPET, ; 

the artist from whose work the street scenes and 
many of the portraits found in this work were en- 
graved, is an Englishman and was born in London 
June 29, 1818. When a boy he was apprenticed to 
a coach maker, and later worked at that occupa- 
tion in his native city. He came to the United 
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Janesville, Wisconsin, four years and then returned to New York city, and four 
years later, in 1862, came to Albion, this state, and the year following to Homer, 
tlere he worked at carriage making until 1872, when he opened a photograph 
gallery, which business he still follows, and is doing a very good business. In 
religion he is a high church Episcopalian and is an active member of Christ 
Church of this village. He has been twice married, first in London, May 29, 
1838, to Elizabeth West, who died in this village March 29, 1880; the second 
time to Josephine E. Doolittle, of Eayette county, Iowa, June 22, 1881. Mr. 
Peppet has had eight children: By first wife six, Elizabeth, now Mrs. Bro- 
man; Anna, now Mrs. David Kirby; George who married Sarah F. Henderson; 
William, who died Oct. 16, 1865; and Mary J., who became Mrs. Edward Wal- 
dron, and died Sept. 24, 1881. By second wife, Hanford, who died in Septem- 
ber, 1883, and Mary a little daughter about three years old. 

PAR VIS W. CHASE, 

publisher of The Homer Index, and who did the 
typographical w T ork of "Homer and Its Pioneers," 
was born at Enfield Center, Tompkins county, New 
York, March 2, 1865. His parents were Parvis W. 
and Jennie Chase. The father died seven weeks 
prior to the birth of Parvis, jr. and the mother 
seven years later. Left an orphan with an older 
brother, Ezra, the subject of this sketch was taken 
in charge by an aunt, now Mrs. Adda C. Fleming, 
of Hillsdale, Michigan, who kindly eared for them 
until the two arrived at manhood. The brother 
died in Wheatland, Dakota. October 9, 1885. 
Parvis attended district school and later was in the 
State Normal School at Cortland, N. Y. In 1883, 
with his aunt he removed to Parkman, Ohio, where 
Parvis began the trade of tinner in the hardware 
establishment of one Charles Bundy, in the fall of 
the same year came to this place, and for eighteen months was with B. E. Good- 
rich in the same business. March 1, 1885 ? dates the beginning of his career in 
the Lstdex office, beginning as general utility boy, later becoming typo, then 
manager, and finally publisher, taking the last named position January 1 of the 
present year. He is? a good printer and his paper has one of the healthiest cir- 
culations of any local publication in the county. February 23, 1888, Mr. Chase 
married Miss Zaide L. Redfield, daughter of the late John Redfield, and grand- 
daughter of Beriah S. Redfield, whose portrait appears on page 57 of this work. 
Mr. Chase is about as handsome as the average newspaper man, still his por- 
trait fails to do him credit. 
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Page 16-. 



Page 17, 
Page 29, 
Page 30- 
Page 44- 
Page 43- 
Page 49- 
Page 52- 
Page 77- 
Page 79- 
Page 113- 
Page 128 
Page 134 
Page 139 



Leathernose lost his nose prior to the coming of the white settlers. It 

was a man named Stephen Cronin who was bitten in the grocery. 

line 37— Clarendon should read Eckforcl. 

line 21—1834 should be 1838. 

—Supervisor and clerk for 1835 were Osha Wilder and James Parsons. 
-Theodore Cook was married in spring of 1872. 
-For Louise Cook read Louise Woolley. 
-David Burt, Jr. died Nov. 5, 1854. 

—John Balentine's grandchild "Ernie" should read Erma and is living. 
—Mr. Henderson's first wife was Frances W. Bordwell. 
-Charles H. Mahany was born December 7, 1854. 
—Lewis R. Mead was born January 3, 1862. 
—Samuel D. Strong was married September 15, 1886. 
—Alva Spayde now of Hudson, should read, now of Tecumseh. 
—Thomas Walford was married in 1855. 
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±, or the last ten years in and around Homer, Kellogg's Ool- 
^ umbian Oil has had the largest sale of any Medicine known, 
and dealers have always been authorized to refund the money 
* in any case of dissatisfaction in Eheumatism or Kidney Com- 
plaints iti any form and all Pain, Inflammation, Cholera Morbus, 
Diarrhoea, Catarrh or Colds and all kinds of Distress. The beneficial 
effects of 





are at once felt and its remidial effects always sine and certain. 
It is the best household remedy known and should always be kept 
on hand in case of an emergency. 



S, H, Vac Wagober & So., 

MANUFACTURERS OF THE 

-*; Yan Wagoner Steam Feed ©ooker, *- 

HOME^, MICHIC&N. 

The Yan Wagoner Steam Feed Cooker 
is the best and most practical apparatus 
of its kind ever invented, being the 
simplest in operation, run with the least 
expense, and the most satisfactory of 
any Cooker made. Any kind of stock 
can be fattened through the use of this 
Cooker at one half the cost of the old 
way, and with little trouble, as a child 
even can operate it. Two barrels of 
feed can be cooked in a little time at an 
expense not to exceed three cents. The 
Yan Wagoner Cooker will pay for it- 
self if used by any farmer or stock raiser 
in a few weeks. It is used for cooking 
feed for cattle, hogs, sheep and all stock. 
By the use of the Yan Wagoner Cooker 
it has been demonstrated, that the 
farmer can. by cooking the feed, 

make a greater profit by selling at three Pftn __ p 

cents, than by fatting the old way and steam feed cooker 

receiving five cents per pound. For circulars and testimonials addiess, 
Yan Wagoner & Co., Homer, Michigan. 
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